SSE 


School of Theology at Claremont 


NIT 


1001 1346199 





ante Ai, 


PLIL 


IL OF THEOLOGY 
CLAREMONT 


WEST FOOTHILL AT COLLEGE AVENUE 


CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA . 








LIBRARY 


a 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SCHOOL 
OF THEOLOGY. 
CLAREMONT, CALIF. 











UPDIKES SERMONS 


A SERIES OF SERMONS DELIVERED IN THE CHRISTIAN TAB- 
ERNACLE AT EMPORIA, KANSAS 


BY 


EVANGELIST J. V. UPDIKE 


REPORTED EXPRESSLY FOR THIS BOOK BY MISS 
. LANE, STENOGRAPHER 





EDITED BY 
GEO. F. HALL) is 
ST YISW OT 


“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, re- 
buke, exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrine.’”’— PAu. 


OE 


CINCINNATI 
THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 


1891 









CONTENTS. 


— ~~ 





one PAP MEM POR TAR INAINGS Spouses Wet eon eS Ce Fee 


OF Peete SAVINGS ie enue Sayh eis a Pe aera 285 


4 


_ THEOLOGY LIBRARY 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
| AT CLAREMONT 
eon CALIFORNIA 


















INTRODUCTORY. 


“oO 


especially for the people commonly known as the Dis- 
les of Christ. Never before in the history me our move- 


viv ul work, and tens of thousands of our sears 
ae themselves “workmen betas need not to uP, 







of. whe form. The result is the most rapid 
proportionately speakin g, of any religious body in 
The great Methodist Episcopal Church was 
‘years. in gaining a membership of ‘eighty thou- 








n less than seventy-five years we have jumped 
handful to an estimated membership of nearly 
With us the accepted ‘statistics of one day are 
. of date for the next, so great is the number con- 
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no other people in the world, Hence our astonishing suc- 


cess in all departments of tbe Master’s work. 

Prominent in our preaching is the plea for Christian 
unity—not simply a union in form, but in fact. We hold 
that divisions among God’s people are sinful; that denomi- 
nationalism and sectarianism in every form are unscript- 
ural, and cause much of the infidelity which is found so 
abundantly in every quarter; and that Churchianity is not 
Christianity. We therefore plead for the abandonment of 
all man-made articles of faith, and the acceptance of the 
Bible as the only basis of Christian union. This plea is 
attracting the attention of the whole religious world as 
never before, and we have reason to believe is working as 
leaven in the hearts of millions. Wherever our plea is pre- 
sented in its true pathos and power, whether in city or 
country, the community is stirred to reading and thought, 
and noble men and women not a few are drawn to its ac- 
ceptance and staunch defense. The fact that we ask no one 
to do aught but to take the Bible and obey its precepts in 
God’s own appointed way, appeals to the reason with such 
force as to win thousands where modern methods of revi- 
valism fail most flatly. 

We have always had, and still have, many evangelists; 
but most prominent among them all stands J. V. Updike, ten 
of whose sermons appear in this volume. He is a staunch 
defender and an earnest promoter of our plea. His preach- 


ing has the true apostolic ring. Associated with him in his 


great work is Prof. J. E. Hawes, the sweet singer. They 
make a mighty “ gospel team.” 

May many more such servants of the Lord be raised 
up to go out—-“two and two” —to the work of calling 


Se eee ee 
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sinners to repentance, and establishing the kingdom of our 
Lord! ; 
oe “Hark! the voice of Jesus calling: 
Who will go and work to-day? 
Fields are white, the harvest waiting — 
Who will bear the sheaves away? ~ 
Loud and long the Master calleth, 
Rich reward he offers free ; 
Who will answer, gladly saying, 
- Here am I, O Lord, send me!” 


Kansas City, Mo., Sept. 1, 1891. 




















FAITH, AND HOW TO GET IT. ‘ 


4“ But without faith it is od abl to please him, for he that cometh 
od must believe that he is, and that he i is a rewarder of them that 
y seek him.” — Hebrews xt. 6. 


/ 


ith, and how to get it, is one of tie questions Oke 





oe we make faith a condition of salva- oh 
“He that d, 
‘Without | 
"Faith, abstractly 
conviction, or Fret given to acon 









Without the: compass and ie to ae 
ae which one needle nen the mariner i 


“What is eas Faith, as wie 


ete ‘substance ae things © 
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/ | 


written upon the subject, preachers have preached 






about it, persons have’ been told what it is againand 
again from a. theological standpoint, just as though © 






the Book of God» was silent respecting the great ques- ae 
tion of faith cand what it is. So we take up our ae 


Oe plain. And when we come> to the ene). in th 
next place, a4 Roe to get faith, we are compelled 





a a word of God" 
Mi is possible to explain it. ‘tt comes by heating, 
hearing Py the word oF God. 










eae 
the business of to-day is run upon Gith - —_ ine. 





the stores, Pa ae toms is run Spee 





fon on ae faith. I have faith in the engineer, and 






have faith in the train, and I get into the sleeper 
- go to sleep, and think I Db Pa Seay all a 
I believe I will. 


Wy A 
ea ae? Pahokee A Calan 
Lit {ne ee Whe Acyl) bh 














FAITH. II 


groceries. and for dry goods because they have faith 





_in you (that is, some of them do); and if they don’t | 
have faith they are not likely ¢ to trust you for very 
much or very long. 

We have business faith, then, and we have domes- 
tic ee that ae the Cae pectaee Talk to me 


phe cane no vert fae ” Talk ae a woman hee 









| man | aot she. can have no faith in! ae is ther 








‘Talk ahbue a mgione stant f 
ey Talk about the world existing i 
‘Parents have faith in their children. 
C rae 





oe too much faith ‘in poe 


bAGigy 
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That is their political faith. How do they get political | 












faith? Why, by reading political literature and study- 

‘ing political questions. The man who reads Demo- 

cratic literature and thinks upon that line and has been ~ 
influenced that way is very liable to have Democratic 
ie faith, and he gets his Democratic faith very largely 
_ by his reading. 
_ because they are born that way ; some are Republicans 
because their fathers were Republicans; and so we 
- might go the rounds politically. Persons goa great 
j deal as they have been trained, it is true, but the 
large majority of men to-day are thinking for. them- ia 
selves, reading for themselves, and are wying to be 
able to give a reason for their conduct, for their actions. | : 
Every man is trying to be able to give a reason why 
he votes the Republican ticket, or the Democratic | 
ticket, or any other ticket, whatever he. ticket. may 
‘be; and his faith is made up Hae of his investi 
% gations. : fre 
: A man becomes a Mohammedan ae studying | 
© Mohanimedan: literature and adopting | the. Moham- 
‘medan religion. Tes wt: anything hey ‘gets 
makes him a Mohammedan, but something ns poe 
and does. So when it comes to Christianity it isn't 


” 


anything that a person ‘‘gets’”’ that makes him ay 
Christian; it is what people believe and do that make — 
them Christians. So we might go. the rounds relig- 


iously. 






FAITH. 13 


We have found to-day that persons have certain 













particular or peculiar ideas or notions respecting even 
the religion of Jesus Christ. We are not to talk about 






what other people think of religion. We are to find 
out what pure and undefiled religion before God is; 







what faith is, and how to get it; and the difference, | Fe 
if possible, between faith and belief. | oe ao 
_ Faith is the belief of testimony. We are to take 









lyon feobe 
in a court, a you ae that the ieee 15 (tO: a oet 





wvidence aha deciding the question. 






listen to the ern and listening to this i 






ny ey, decide the case afterwards, and, oe 
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object to your praying, in accordance with the Word 
of God, for anything and everything that God 
Almighty has promised; but faith is not something 
promised for which we are required to pray, and we 
haven't anything in the Word of God to give us an 2 
_ example to pray God to have faith in the Son of the 7 
living God. : 
Tf faith is a direct gift from God, and a man is a + 
- damned for not believing, and God does not give you ‘i z* 
faith, then no one in the universe is to blame for you 
~ not having faith except God. We want God to stand 
cou cicaty ad Stand out in all his attributes, so you — 
may understand him and understand the conditions of 
: salvation. Then faith is not something that you and 
i can get simply. by praying for it. 
Before we leave this question I want to cies 
one passage, because it is so often quoted by people, Rees | 
honestly, too, to give the idea that we are to pray ve. 
for an increase of faith, and so they say to me: 
‘‘Didn’t the disciples pray, ‘Lord increase our — 
tatiad 2. vad CS, peeve ie! “Did n't they believe 
what they were praying for?’’ I believe they did. 
‘‘ Well, then, did Jesus increase there faith?” I don’t oF 
_ know whether he did or not; it does not say that he 
did. But when we understand the circumstances we 
will know how they happened to ask the Lord to 
increase their faith, You remember that Jesus taught — 

















FAITH. | Js 


ask your forgiveness, you are to forgive thim. ‘If he 

sins against you seven times in a day, and Steven cies 

in a day says ‘I repent,’ you must forgive hing,” says | 
_ Jesus. Seven times in a day! When the disciples = 
© heard that it stirred them up wonderfully. To illuas- 
trate that, here is Brother Hall: he sins against me’. 
- this morning before breakfast, does a wrong, and then 
says, ‘‘I’m sorry, Brother Updike; I’m sorry; I 
i ; forgive me.” I say, ‘‘ Yes, I will forgive. 
A little while after breakfast he sins Ag aineh 


so on Updike ; I’m ‘Sorry ; I repent” And L five ' 


ae 






_ Then the third time, along about dinner time, 
Joes another mean trick, and then turns to me and 
ys, ‘Updike, I want you to forgive me; I repent.” 


| is ey third time, at dinner time. And then four 












. The seine 4 ‘did not say; i‘ Iuord: 
e our faith in you, increase our faith in the Bible 
l the conditions of salvation,” or anything of that 
+ but Hest our faith in that fellow that treated 
I tell you we need to pray for that kind 






ath, ae ii do n’t know how else we will get it. 

No place in the Bible are we told to pray for God 
give us pene It is not there. We get the wrong © 
7 Might 








PFs MTS Pe UR Sone 
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ask God to be baptized, or make you be is 
baptized, ds to ask him to give you faith. It is the — 
same principle. Faith comes from the investigation. 
of téstimony, and we examine the evidences a 


Pe Ae faith, as we have stated, in accordan 


thirtieth and thirty-first verses: oe ae oth 
signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disci 
which are not written in this Book, but these 


the Son of God, and that believing ye might have | 
through his name.’”’ Here we have the declaration 
what we are to believe. Weare to believe that Jesu: 
is the Christ. ‘‘These are written that ye might be- 
lieve;’’ and the thing for you and me to do is to go 
to the Book of God and find out the evidences, an 
when we have the testimony, as given in the Word ofa 
God, then to believe that testimony, that Jesus is the — 
Christ, the Son of the living God. That is faith—faith 
in Christ, not faith in some theory ; and yet, m 
friends, that has very much to do with us so far as 
theory is concerned. If a man’s faith is wrong, hi 
theory will be wrong. If his theory is wrong, his — 
practice is wrong; and if his practice is wrong, he is _ 
ruined at last. Pe it is a fearful thing | for a man to 
make a mistake in regard to faith. 


ae 
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Believing in| Christ is the thing required of us, 


abundance of testimony respecting the divinity of the 
- Son of God, are you and I still to look up to God and 
say, ‘‘Lord, give me faith”? It just simply impiies 


Bad /aftes I had related everything, all the facts, he 
turns around and says, ‘“‘Ts that so? Oh, help me to 
elieve that, Updike! Help me to believe that.” It 


ter God has given us so much testimony respect- 
the divinity of his Son Jesus Christ, then for us 


'that you are telling the truth!’ Now, the 
st thing in the world is just to believe the testi- 
s stated by the Spirit of the living God and the 
stles of our Lord Jesus Christ. And when people 


S never known before—getting out of the dark and 
the light; walking away from darkness and doubt 


Fs ieommanded of Christ; and after he has given such an 


that you think God lies. If you ask God to give you. 
faith after he has given you all this evidence, you . 


implies that he thinks I am lying, doesn’ t it? 


ret on our knees and say, ‘‘Lord, help me to be-. 


I tand what faith i is, ee how to get it, don’t you 
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give a reasow, ate. upon it, and so upon the prom- 
ises of God, saying, ‘‘I believe.” For ‘he that be- 
lieves not shall be damned.”’ a he must hear ae : 


sinner Ee 
7 And is there very ae difference petueens ey 


and belief? We have the words faith and belief 
this text used interchangeably, and they mean 
and the same thing. We have ‘He that cometh to 
God must believe that he is,’ > and we have in t e 
same text, ‘‘ Without faith it is impossible to pl 
mim! 250,. thes, we say that. faith is the same 
‘belief. Why, of course. The idea of asking for faith 
to believe | Did you ever hear tell of the like 
«Lord, give me faith to believe !” Just as much sens 
in saying, ‘‘Lord, help me to walk down to the tabe 
nacle afoot!” Faith is belief, belief of testimony. 
is that, and belief is faith, or else it would be incon 
sistent. If faith is greater than belief then peop 
can be saved without belief, for Christ says, “He 
that believes and is baptized shall be saved.”’ At 
then he turns around and cee “Without faith it 
impossible to please him.” Paul said when pre: h 
Ins Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved.” All the way through the Book of Go 
we find that the words “faith”? and ‘‘ belief ’” 
to be used in the same sense — believing in Christ 
the sense of accepting all the conditions of salvation, 


¥ 


First the nobleman. eee 
¢ niber Rae the pares came to Jesus, and when 
id Jesus he was not worthy that he should come 
a his roof, Jesus answered and said, “Thy son 
* and the nobleman believed the words of Jesus, yt 
his: son Hae from ‘that. hour ; began to get Oi ai 


ce Whee we ‘come tothe? building oe the 

ah built the ark by “faith.” "We have the 
some twenty-four times in this eleventh — 

ees oe Noah aaa es ark ae : 


must see Gad: if fe mauled is ee and Hes 
0 ee and built the ark out of the wood that 


ones es faith Apel scjourned in a 
oes ee Abraham showed his _ 


a te ey iene ae 


eee eiheue asking any questions,” and I 
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think that is about the simplest definition in the 
world. Take God at his word! That is the short 
of it, without asking any questions about it, and the 
little girl’s idea is certainly very simple. Believe what. 
God says without asking questions; that is accept- 
ing by faith, and then doing what God commands us. 
to do, and that’s the thing. Take God at his word, 
and show your faith by doing just what God tells you 
to do. Take the colored preacher’s definition of it. 
He was preaching, and he said: ‘‘To illustrate, sup- 
pose there is a stone wall fifteen feet high and ten feet 


_ thick, and suppose the Lord says to me, ‘Sam, jump. 


through that wall.’ It is my business to jump, and 
let the Lord make the hole.” It is his busitiess to 
jump, and let the Lord take care of the rest. That 
is faith ; believing what God says, and showing that 
you believe it by doing just what God commands you 
to do; that is what we call ‘‘saving faith.” Faith 
that saves is the faith chat does what God requires. 
That is saving faith; I don’t believe in any other kind 
so far as I am concerned; I don’t preach any kind 
but a living, saving faith. A living faith is that faith — 
that works by love. 

We have here in the second chapter of James, you 
know (some of you know, and some of you possibly 
do not know)—I want to read a little, of it here 


to-night: ‘‘ Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, 


being alone.” Individuals may have faith; but if they 
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have not works, after all that faith is of no conse- 
quence. ‘‘ Yea, a man may say, thou hast faith and 1 
have works; show me thy faith without thy works, 
and I will show thee my faith by my works. Thou 
believest that there is one God; thou doest well; 
the devils also believe and tremble.” The devil has 
Se iaith and if man is saved by faith alone, the devil 
would stand a good chance, would he not? Suppose 






ith all. your heart that Christ dicd to save you?” 
he did tt: 
















lid: fe died for ee God ie a I have 
faith in Christ to-night that he is able to save 


use it isfor men and women, Adam’s race. ‘‘ You 


aD (Jas. ii. 24). No man can be justified by faith 


now some one says, if the devil should happen to be © 


the devil can not believe that ; he would not 


per 


‘it,’ Ke: aid te say to the devil, ‘‘Do you believe 


Don't or see aay the devil | 


se > how by works a man is justified, and not by faith a 


‘in accordance with God's word. . ‘‘ Likewise also 
not Rahab the harlot justified i works when she 
‘received the messengers and had sent them out y 
another way? For as the body without the spirit 3 
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is dead, so faith without works is dead also.’’ That 
is the reason why I urge immediate obedience on your 

2 _ part, to believe in Christ and show your faith in him 
_ by obedience to him ; that’s what we want, and that’s 
what we call ‘‘saving faith;” that’s what the Bible — 
teaches is saving faith, and we want you to have the 
faith that saves. 
You take, up “the Peo aene and all the way 

3 through you have illustrations. Take the case of that — 
poor woman who was a Gentile, who said to her 
friends about her, a am going to Jesus to see if he 
: : can help me any.’”’ She heard of Jesus first, and from 
what she heard she had faith i in Jesus. She had spent af 
all of her living with doctors ; she had sacrificed 
| everything in the world ; she may have been living 
_ with her son- in-law, a widow. But li imagine that one 
"morning this woman, having heard of Jesus, and that 
he was coming through that part of the country, said 
to her daughter or her friends, whoever they may 
have been, ‘‘I am going to see that great Physician, 1 
Iam going!” And they said to her, “Why, mother, 
you have spent all your living now with these doc- _ 
tors; why will you trouble yourself any “more? yeu 
had better make up your mind to die as you are.” 
But the woman said, ‘‘It can not harm me to go, ae 
itymay do me good; ; ee 


«<T can but perish if I go, 
I am resolved to try.’ ”’ 
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“It is a erand thing to have the resolution. She puts ; eR 
on her old sun-bonnet, and she starts out tying her — 
apron as she goes, She gets to the crowd ; the crowd 

_ is pressing about him, and she never says a word to a 

soul about her, ‘but pushes first one aside and then 

another. Some men see her coming, and they say, 





ie Give way to that poor old woman.” She keeps 
| rowding, and the nearer she gets to him the more she 
embles, and yet her faith seems to be strengthened, b 

by and by she gets close enough that she can a 
ay the hem of his" garment. She says to herself, 
own heart, ‘‘If I but touch the hem of his gar- 
Bebalt be made whole.” Isn’t that faith in the | 
of the Son of God? 












She raises her hand; 






d me ay ae the i Se 


casks that, Sey so Asn: are crowding — 





1 ‘man hears oe voice; he desires his 
and he cries. out, ‘‘Jesus, thou Son of David, 

re _ And Jesus says, ‘‘ Bring him to — 
e per ‘The blind n man is ee ‘What wilt thou — 


jut 








Midi sei ACNE aly 
Satis Vie 


obeyed ?- 


ing, I want to say to you to-night that all the good. 





ly Wh Eee ay! LDP Rye Mi eh athe 
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that I shouldst do to thee?” 


receive my sight!” 


‘‘Lord, that I might 
He received his sight. 
Here comes another blind man, and he wants his 
sight. Jesus says to him, ‘‘Go wash in the pool of — 
Siloam.” And he immediately obeyed the command | 
and went to the pool of Siloam, and he washed inthe 
pool. He was made whole by faith. Do you believe 
he would have received his sight if he had not com- | 
plied with the conditions? He never could have — 
received his sight if he had not washed. 
Naaman, the leper, is required to wash himself 
seven times in the Jordan. Do you believe he woul . 
have been healed of this leprosy if he had no 


Never! He must meet the requirements. 


feeling that you have on the great question of religion . 
is the result of what you believe. You may believe 
a lie and teel good over it, just as well as to believe 
the truth and feel bad over it. 
believe that makes us feel good. 
believe that you could be saved without obeying God, 
would not you feel just as good as a man who believes 
that he would have to obey God ? ; 
to you that feelings are very deceptive sometimes. 
Poor old Jacob believed with all his heart that Joseph — 
he believed it, and wept and was sorrowful 


It is the thing we 
If I could make you 


I want to say 


was dead ; 
for years. By and by the news came to him that 
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tem Joseph was yet alive, and the old gentleman’s faith 
ae Bus was changed, and oh, what joy! He had felt bad all 
_ these years because he believed a lie all the time. It 
i made him feel bad because he believed a lie. When 
“he received the evidence that his son was alive, didn’t 
_ Jacob feel good? He wanted to go and see his boy 
right away. During the late war I remember how the 


ings of certain persons were reversed. In the 


ose me were one on the battle ae All the 


ae Re made and the deheved pe (I 


felt very Bad when the news came that he was 


d and that he could not be accounted for, and so” 
























e 
> 
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settled in the conviction that he was not alive. You 
know they believed it sufficiently strong to have 
funeral services, but it proved to be a mistake, and 
how good they felt when they found out they had Me 
believed a lie. Felt bad when they believed one side 
of the story, felt good when they found out their mis- a x 
take. So, my friends, a man may believe a lie and 
feel bad, and may believe the truth and feel glad, or. 
believe a lie and feel glad, and believe the truth an 
feel bad. aa 
Feeling is the result of what we Helignee To in 
trate agdin! In the year ’76 I was conducting a se 
of meetings in Findlay, Ohio, during the Hayes. 
Tilden campaign. We were having grand meeti 
I was going down the street next day after the electior 
anda es. crowd was Sued around ie ser 


who had on a white plug hat, and he was hallooing 
the top of his voice. He would throw his white ple 
hat up into the air as high as he could throw it, 

wf when it would come down he would kick! ‘if. When 


cheeks, and he was yelling, “Hurrah for Hayes! 
Hurrah for Hayes!” And the Republicans wer 
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re know ie hallooed for Hayes, and they cried over it, 
and it made me feel like crying. Just think of the 
; effect it would have on me, as peculiar as I am, to 
hear them rejoicing. It made me feel good. I had to 
- push through the crowd to keep from hallooing 
00. I went on into North Findlay, and returned 
an hour or two_ after, and when I returned the. 
; was changed, don’t you think! They had 
da dispatch that it was a mistake, and that 
; was not elected, and that Tilden was, and the 
icans’ faces were as long as government mules, 
th Democrats were yelling and hallooing with all 
ae ate ane made me feel like halloon eileen 
So! it went. You! foe what a 3 
























to doubting, aa oe feel bad. 
a the entire es You let a wife lose 
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It is impossible to be happy without faith in her‘com- 
panion. So we have it in the religion of Jesus Christ. — 
You talk about your feelings. I feel as good as any 
body, but I don’t believe that I am saved just because 
I feel like it. I don’t believe it and I don’t preach — of 

it. You may believe a lie, and if the lie suits you;yee 
and it is a good lie, you feel just as much that way as 
though it was true. So the news might come to me. 
to-night that my house was burned and part of my 
family burned up in it. Suppose a dispatch w. 
brought me now that. my family was killed, and 
take up that dispatch and I read it. Do you suppo. 
I would continue the sermon? Not if I believed 

































dispatch. They say my house is all burned down 
my family burned up in it! That dispatch wo 
certainly take me to my home in the East as soon as” 
a train could take me there. I should go toward t 
family, or where they say they were destroyed. I, 
going along, and the more I think about it the wors 
feel. Oh, how badly I feel! When I near the c 
where I live I meet a friend who is a neighbor, an 
that ‘man asks me what the trouble is, and I tell hin 
_ the news I have received. He says, “Why, it is a 
mistake. I just came from your house this~ morning ; = 
your house is all right and your family i is all right ch 


just to deceive you, to see what the effect would be.’ 
I believed the dispatch in the first place, and that 
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made me feel very badly ; and nowI don’t know how 
it good I do feel. You see the reverse. A man who 
4 has been there telling me he knows it is a lie; that my 
home is all right and my family safe and sound. Oh, 
“how good I feel! Now, I haven't been home yet, 
~ you know. It is all a matter of faith. I believed a 
die one time, and the other is the truth; I believed a 
ie and felt bad, and I believe the truth and feel good. 
pose the truth had been bad news and the lie had 
good news? Well, right the reverse. You see 





















th r it’s in religion or anything else. 
have had people say to me, ‘‘When you were 
-I had such peculiar feelings come over me; 
1e chills running over me; I felt like I ought to 
away ; I could hardly wait till you quit 
hing I wanted so to confess my faith in Christ. 
ale me feel that way: 2” «Because you 
what I preached.” Turn to the tenth chapter’ 
ins, and you will nde ‘‘For Moses describeth 
teousness which is of the law, that the man 
doeth those things shall live by them. But the 














come once. He has died upon the cross. He 
e back to heaven, and he is going to stay there 
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until he comes the second time. So we are not to ask 
Jesus to come down and save us. We have the gos- } 
pel, the Word of God, that we are to receive in our 
hearts, believe with our minds, and confess with our m 
mouths, . 
My name, they Say, 18),*" Updike; sat believe | ie 
I don’t say “I’m Updike ”’ because I feelso. You 
come around and ask me my name, and I Say, 8 
name is Updike.”” ‘How do you know it?” <‘O} 
I feel like it!” No, that-don't make me Upd 
because I feel that way. There isn’t any feeling about 
it, It is a matter of fact that Iam. Tt matters 1 
how much I may dislike the name, or dislike to 
what Lam. lam, lam, I am! 1 can’t help it, 
it is accordance with the law. So in regard to this. 
matter of Christianity. You are a Christian when r 
have obeyed that law that brings you into the family 
of God, where the heart is purified by faith. So ? 
Acts, the fifteenth chapter and ninth verse, God say 
‘‘And put no difference between us and them, puril 
ing their hearts by faith.”~ It is that’ which purifi 
the heart, and I know, as I have stated before, 
the Word of God that I ama child of God, and 4 
settles the question. | Se 


You ask me, ‘‘ Are you a mason ?” and I say, 
am.” “‘ Well, how do you know you are a mas 
‘“T feel like one.” ‘How do I know how any ot 


mason in the world feels! I do n’t know whethe: 
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am or not, from that? ‘‘Are you married?” another 
‘asks. ‘‘Iam.” ‘‘How do you know?” ‘‘I feel like 
it.” Feel like you're married! Talk about such non- 





ap ssense. A man being a conductor on a railroad 
because he feeds like it! A man being a railroad 
engineer because he feels like it. There is n’t any pro- 
on, there isn’t anything that you can belong to, 
that you are simply that because you feel like it. A 
_school-teacher because he feels like one. ‘‘Are 
lawyer?” ‘‘Yes.” ‘How do you know you _ 
“Oh, well, I feel like it.” It isn't reasonable. 
t is it that i is peculiar to Christianity to make _ 
ae ae in all the ees ice a be would 


a ath tells what faith j is, and Hae CO/ Seb item ; 
to act. It tells all about that. Te sets) 
question. There can not be any trouble _ rae 






h o the joy that comes from faith in God. 
joy in it. That is genuine joy which comes 
é faith, faith oe is ae pon the ae 





* 
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the earth?” Does he say a ‘word about feeling good? 
No. ‘‘Seek the Lord while he may be found; call ye 
upon him while he is near.’’ ‘‘Turn away with all 






























your heart from your sins,” because God commands 
it and God is the only hope and only Saviour of a lost 
and ruined world. 

My brother, the question comes to-night to every — 
man and woman here, ‘‘ Have you faith in the Son of 
the living God?” Do you believe, and believe with 
all your heart, upon the testimony of the Holy Script- _ 
ure, that Jesus is the Christ, and the Son of the living 
God?” and are you willing to accept of him upon the a 
easy and equitable terms of the gospel? The effect ore | 
faith in any truth of importance which concerns us will ; 





excite motion and produce action. This is a general — 
rule. We have it all the way through. We look for . 
people to act in accordance with their faith, and the 
reason why more people are not acting to- day is” 
because they have not faith. The reason generally . 
that more people have not faith is because of a wrong | 
idéa in regard to what Christianity is, and what faith 
is, and how to get faith; that is the greatest difficulty, — 
A gentleman down in Bowling Green, Ohio, took hold — 
of my arm one night after I had been preaching, and cas 
said, ‘‘Updike, I do wish the Lord would get hold of fist 
me.” ‘‘What do you want him to do with you rap . 
‘“‘T want him to convert me. I want him to knock me 
down like he did Saul.” I said, ‘‘ Do you suppose he ; 
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it ‘A would go to so much trouble to bother with such a 
little thing as you are?” He wanted God to stop all 
his business to knock him down! Why, no, God does 
not do that. After saying this to call his attention to 
ie the foolish remark he had made, knowing he was sin- 
ee ere, I said, ‘‘ Why do you want him to secs you 
“« Because he knocked Paul down.” ‘‘Do 
sa that God Almighty knocked Saul of 
is down to convert hime‘! Why, didn't. he ?? 
y do you know that God knocked Saul down at 
“ Why, I have heard it preached.” “e Yes, but 
heard a good many things preached that did 
rs God never knocked Saul of Tarsus down.” 
: did. iy «Well he didn’t, now!” ‘Well, 
as Saul converted ? pe “Well, the light shone 
ut him and he fell to the ground.” ‘‘ Oh, 
ig “Oh, yes, and if you would believe 
| of God as you ought, you would fall ‘too ; 
don’ t believe Toy The light is -shining, but it 
feaze you. Saul fell, and after he fell he 
rr what wilt saat have me to do? He 
the Lord. now.” And when I explained 
oe ae man ne: became a Christian and 
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will never do that. If you become a Christian at all 
‘it will be by your first hearing the gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and then by believing the gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, by repenting sincerely of all ey 
your sins and transgressions, by confessing your faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and by obeying in baptism, — 
which brings you into the church of the living God, 
the condition which makes you the heir of God and Be 
joint-heir with Jesus Christ, thus bringing you int 
»God’s family. The heart. is changed by faith, and the 
conduct is changed by repentance, and the relation is” f 
changed by baptism when we enter into the church of 
the living God. Site ease wi 


-feet, and a light unto our 1 path, Ny Will vol elioved: e 
Word of God? ee Aan believe it? Some oie: a 








the large trees growing on eities aide of the driveway . 
in the yard. And as I hid there I called Ou; TA Fay. 
And you ought to have seen aes look up and say A 
‘Papa!’ Heknew the voice. — “Papa, where 
you?”’. I said, ‘‘I am here, my aes and as soon as 
I looked to one side he saw me. How he rushed wi 
outstretched arms! So if it were not for. the Son | 
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the living God, who came from the shining courts of 
the eternal world to teach us of the Father and reach 
out his arms to receive poor wayward sinners; and if 
it were not that we could by faith go to his out- 
stretched arms, we would be lost and ruined indeed. 
Cry out, and he will receive you with,open arms and 
save you forever! Young man, don't wander and 
stagger on in doubt and despair. Give up all your 
doubts! Have genuine faith in God, and heaven will 
be your eternal home. 

May God move upon you to-night and act upon 
your hearts, and bring you to Jesus as your only hope 
and Saviour. Don't hesitate! 
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‘« Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”—Luke xi. 3. 


It is not the intention of the Gospel of he Lord 


to better their condition in this life by getting them. 
of that which causes all that is miserable, or causes ¢ 


come. This is the place that we ought to get rid 
our sins and doubts. It seems to me that Go 
mercy is manifest in this, that he grants Na 


sincerely repents of his sin. 
When it comes to the rg, of fugue 


pel, who disagree in regard to it. All sianeetemt 
denominations preach repentance, and of course tl 
expect a man, when he is conducting a series of me t 
ings like this one, to dwell very much upon tl 
subject ; and I am sorry that some have totes 


"96 
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require repentance, and that we didn’t expect people 

to repent; that it was simply faith to believe and obey 

in one particular thing in order to become a Christian ; 

and that we don’t believe in repentance. I want to 
disabuse your minds in regard to that thought now. 

We are the only people in the world who believe in 

‘real, right down, genuine repentance , that preach it 

é as it is in the Book, so far as I know; that require 
i repentance that goes far beyond the bounds to which 
a are generally hear expression given respecting what 

repentance is. 

If there is anything a sinner desires to know it is 






















_ whether he has repented or not, if repentance is an 
essential condition of forgiveness. Then it is neces- 
sary for the sinner to inquire, “ What is repentance?” 

that fhe may know whether he has repented or not, or 

may know what he has to do a order to repent accept- 

A ably to God. Not simply, * What am I to do in 

* order to be a member of the church?” not the profes- 

sion of repentance; but “‘ What does God require ?” 

sand“ whatever it is, I want to understand and comply 

- with those conditions.” nis 

i Now it is proper, in the first place, for us to ask 

fe the question, “What is repentance?” Repentance, 

negatively, is not sorrow. Individuals may be very 
sorry for wrong doing, but at the same time be very | 
far from what we understand fepentance to be. 


_ Sorry? Who is not sorry when he does wrong? I 
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presume Cain was “exceedingly sorry; but will you 
talk about his repenting acceptably to God? You 
don’t understand it. Judas Iscariot was-as sorrowful 
as it was possible fora man to be. He had betrayed oie 
innocent blood, and I don’t know but he wept. 1 tee ny 
don’t know but from the depths of his soul, he said, — 
“‘O, that I had not committed the act! that I had not be 
betrayed innocent blood! Had I that act back I never 
would do it again.” Now, that sounds very muc 
like repentance; he wants to get rid of a sin; 
conscience is burdened ; his soul is aroused, and he © 


feels that he would give the world if he only was ea 














act had ee him th—burdened! with it, indeed. 
| So sorrow for wrong doing, alone, is not repent 
ance. ; : 
People talk about weeping being repentance. It i 
not, my brother. If you shed tears every moment. 
your life over your transgressions, it could never 
atone for the sins committed against God. 
is not a yctitias We will not object to individuals 


_tears, my brother, will not inch away your sins— 
can ’t wash the sinner’s sins away. I do not object to. 
your weeping ; indeed, the tear of penitence is accept 
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able to God ; not simply to feel bad because you have 


_ done wrong, however, and to weep over it, without 








having the feeling in your heart and the determina- 
tion in your soul to gives it up, turn from it, and get 
loose from it. 

An AES ee may go ‘to church; he may say, cele 
am very sorry ;” he may weep there and claim that he 
s sinned against God; he may want you aridy me to; 4700 
: for him that he may be forgiven; but that india) hy | 
as not repented until he has, from his heart, 


‘sin—in ‘heart and practice ae rat me ane 









Oo do © good. 
e is at . change ae mind, itisine fest the _ es 


e done wrong ; forsaking all 









d in practice ; giving it up, forever, as 
our ower, pe ene Be God | with all our 
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< 
sins; but repentance follows faith always, and we 
must understand that it would be impossible for an 
individual to repent acceptably to God without faith 
first; just as much a wrong to repent, or pretend to. 
repent, without faith, as it would be to be baptized j4 
without faith, or to pray without faith, for “ without, sam 
faith it is impossible to please him,’’ says God ; “for at 
he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and c 

that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek 
him.” We must repent. We must repent toward 
God. It 1s not -against Jesus. Christ that we have 
sinned, but against the Father, the Creator of heaven 
and earth. eee ee is toward God, and by 







pe that it ecnould He. as as can be; that ap fheate is 
changed first; and that a man hates sin before he’ 2 
wants to get rid of it. No man wants to get rid o ; 
sin as long as he loves it, and every man will love sin 
until he has faith in Jesus Christ to have a desire to 
get rid of it. Itis faith that produces love to God 
and hatred to sin; and hatred to sin produces desire 


and in life. So, my brother, in order to understand — 
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the position, or rather the teachings of the Scripture, 
respecting this important subject, we would have you 
go to the Word of Divine Truth. Especially would 
we invite your attention to the seventh chapter of — 
yok Second Corinthians, where the apostle declares that 
“godly sorrow worketh repentance not to be repented 
of.” But the ‘sorrow of the world worketh death.” 
_ Judas had the sorrow of the world; it was not a godly 
"sorrow rie mores reformation of lite: Sones that 
The 
sorrow of the world is one Sehine, and sorrow be sin, 
ani: accordance ee the Word ns God. is another 4.4 























te hat they are getting ardetetty religious, and a 
leal of. the modern preaching is upon that. line. 
king about some dead friend somewhere, to get 
ody to feel bad, and when they feel bad about 
1e] cane dying, then they think : ‘‘Now, I want to 
zious, and I guess Ill join the church because 
) of my relations have died.’’ That is the sorrow 
oa he world, There isn't any God in it. There 
—any- good sense in it, And it will not work 


1e reformation ‘that is pleasing to God. Never! 








ings” ani he eles neoale cry and feel bad, - 
of preaching the Je simple truth of God 
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against sin, and that faith in Christ which will produce 
a love for good and right, and a principle within the 
soul, or a motive that will lead to a higher and better 
and nobler and more useful life. That preaching which 
fails upon this line is a failure indeed, and people are 
not much better off with that kind of preaching, that p 
fails in this, than if they had none at all. No! Talk is 
about me being a Christian because some of my ies . 
tions have died! That isn’t the idea. Talk about a 
mother being a Christian simply because her child has © 
died! You are to be a Christian if you haven’t any 4 
children. You are to be a Christian if they are all 
_ living more than if they are all dead, because you do — 
them more good to bea Christian if your family is 
alive than to bea Christian if they are all dead and in 
heaven. Why, certainly. Christianity is to do good, — 
here and now. 1t is for this life. It is for to-day— __ 
for the ‘‘sweet now and now.’’ Get rid of sin Srom 
the principle that it 7s wrong! This idea of people want- ‘ 
ing to get rid of sin for fear they will be damned at 
last; have no other motive than that they want to pre 
rid of sin because they want to feel eee 









stone they have heard about! ne? 

And so there are people to-day who milenoe repent 
if you can make them believe that there isn’t any — 
hell. An old preacher said to me, some time ago, 
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““Why, Updike, if I didn’t believe that there was a 
real old-fashioned hell of fire and brimstone—a regular 
old lake to put sinners in—I would just quit preach- 
ing, and I would go out and have a good time.” 
he Phought I, ‘“ You old rascal, you'll have a good time 
anyhow, if you get a chance.” The principle is 
wrong ; that’s all there is about it. God would have 
us drawn to him to get rid of our sins because of the 









m that sin does us here, as well as hereafter, and 
ait you know the apostle says, “Know ye not. that 
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?” _ 
- goodness of God! When I survey his wonder- eee 

. , and view thee eae i iGo has shane 















i ah n't a because I am 





} nell. ce preach against sin because sin will 

you in life. ‘It breaks hearts, divides families, 
the sorrow of this world! I want peo- 
rid. of that which produces misery in lifeand 
unhappiness in death, and, of course, ey 
If want yom to pce 










| Ee from God: ‘forever. 










ss hens Gike how sweet the sound, 
ert ‘That saved a wretch like me ; 
FBT ik I once was lost, ‘but now am found— 
2 Was blind, but now I see.” & 
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“°T was Grace that taught me how to fear, 
And Grace my fears relieved : 
How precious did that Grace appear, 
The hour I first believed. 


It is that, my brother, which enables us to see the 
goodness of God, the love of God, the power of God, 
the wisdom of God, and of course, the justice of God. 
He is just, infinitely so, and he means just what he 
says; and when he calls us to repent of our sins, it is 
because sin is detrimental to us; that’s the trouble. 
I do not know whether I can, in my little short life, 
* get the people to understand the true principles of 
Christianity or not. If there is any one thing above. 
another that burdens my soul, it is that I sometimes 
feel that I have failed in getting them to understand — 
Christianity. Weare so mixed up with this theory 
and that theory and the other theory, that we. forget | 
Christianity—treal, living Christianity. 
Christianity for the home! Christianity for father! 





Christianity for mother! Christianity for brother and 
sister, and son and daughter! Christianity for the 
community! Christianity for the world! Christianity 
instead of ‘‘churchianity!”’ The world is damned 
with “‘churchianity,” and the only thing that will 
save it is CHRISTIANITY—Christ’s life—faith in Christ— 
and obedience to him! Why can’t you understand 
it? Why can’t you become Christians? 





Let us study it: Young man, study to know what x 
Christianity is. Young woman, study to know what ae 
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Christianity is, as taught by Jesus and his apostles. 
Bee  _ Understand what genuine religion is, that-it Jis. that 
| which you are to live and practice in your -life, instead 
of something that you are to “get” and enjoy your- 
self, like the man who smokes the cigar. He enjoys 
bvit himself, alone; nobody but me! il feel good any- 
how. All you get of it is the smoke. That kind of 
religion is very small, indeed. The world needs 
something 1 more than the smoke ou comes up from a_ 
dead, dying theory of Christianity,” or of man. 
So we want that which saves the man, the repent- 
that turns you from sin, the repentance which 
se essential to the salvation of the soul. 

e We take up the illustration in God’s Word, and 
that the subject is as old as the Bible—the 
jec of repentance. We have John the Baptist. 
s the one that comes still under the Jewish dis-. 
the last of the prophets, and yet the 
“of t them all, for Jesus said, ‘‘ There is none 
of “eee greater than he.” Yet you remember 
hat | ee Dabs “He that is least in the eg a 































n this fon ees He died, you remember, over | 
Jewish dispensation, and was payed under that 


ait 


sation. sate 
So we have John - the Bape a great prophet, © 
' ng, ae out the light, as he gave it out. What 


4 
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does he preach? Wonderful subject! He attracts the 
attention of the people, too. He didn’thave a great 
pulpit. He didn’t have a large choir. He didn’t — 
even have a singer with him that we know of! He 
didn’t travel over the country much. He located 
down in the wilderness, at the river Jordan, and he 
dressed very peculiarly. Very peculiarly — camel’s 
hair, very coarse, and a leather girdle. And then he 
boarded himself! Clothed himself and boarded him- 
self! Locusts and wild honey, and preached for 
nothing! And I tell you he preached straight. 2 
“When a man preaches for nothing he generally © 
preaches pretty straight. But when he is preaching 2 
for the money there is in it, he has to be very Care- aR 
ful, for he may strike somebody who will say, ‘oH eres xt 
you lost twenty dollars by that.” I hada man once 
come up to me and shake a twenty-dollar bill at me Bi. 
and say, ‘‘ There, that’s what you lost by what you | 
said to-night.” Wasn’t that a temptation? I am 
afraid he was lying about it, however. He wanted an © 
~excuse to keep from giving it, I guess. Yes, and 
don’t you think I made fifty dollars by it? Yes, 1 
did, because another man found it out and raised : 
fifty-four dollars and a half, and shook hands with — 
me, and left it in my hand! It pays us to be straight, 
aire all. You will get to Pe, pas ole and that 


lost.”’ Said I, very aeons ““Do you ‘think you 
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ee could cover my big mouth with a twenty-dollar bill? 
You can’t stop my mouth with that—never!”’ 

The preaching of John the Baptist was free of 
_charge, and yet all the people went to hear him. 
What was his subject? ‘‘Repent; repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand—repent!”’ ‘‘Re- 
oa pent,” that was the cry of this man for six months, 
and he was all voice. His voice lifted up so that it 
hook old Judea as it never was shaken before, and — ee 
was trembling upon the throne. “The com- . 
peer heard him ee Se rushed to, oe 








em! Ricks orders, a tells them the con- ey , 
pon which pe tae pen ad eS ade 
















wrongs ay and dibeine enue Seno) \ 
and by correcting their mistakes, by ce 
: forth fruits meet for repentance.” They es 
red by John in ‘the Jordan, many of them. — 
of the doctors and lawyers rejected his coun- 
would not repent of their sins, and John did 
ize them. No, indeed; no man is going to. ‘i 
zed that is not willing to repent. The best ! . 
se in, the world that the heart is right is that 
is willing to obey God. That is the evidence — 5 
| When you bare: willing to obey God, your | 
< “right when you: are not willing to obey — 
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God, your heart is not right. It is the easiest thing 
in the world to know when your heart is right. You 
need not go around and say, ‘‘I know my heart is 
right, for I feel good.’”’ I don’t believe a word of 
7 your heart being right when you are not willing to 





ie obey God. But when individuals say, ‘‘ Lord, what 
; wilt thou have me to do?” that’s about right. 
«Will you do what you are told?” ‘Yes; whe 

is it?’’ Then tell them, ‘‘I’m ready right now.’ 


Certainly; and there are not enough fathers and 
mothers, brothers and sisters, friends or enemies to 
keep them from obeying God. _ They show their 
faith by their. works—by going right on in obedience _ 2 
to God Almighty’s holy and divine will. pt: 
John preached six months on repentance. Fie 
nally he struck were it hurt very much. Herod’s — 
wife, how angry she was living in such a state with — 
Herod! And he didn’t know what to do, He was -; 
a little afraid of John. When a woman is mean, she 
is the meanest thing in the world. There isn’t any-— 
thing much worse than a real, right down, mean | 
woman; and there isn’t anything better in this world g ea 
than a real nice, good woman —no, nothing better 
than that in this world. Old Mrs. Herod was so — Ps 
fearfully mean — so outrageously mean—that she of 
on made up her mind that, instead of getting rid of her 
sins and giving up her sinful life, she would take 
the life of the man who had the courage in his soul — 
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to speak of her awful sin. And oh, John was the 
man who could speak! ‘‘If I must give my head 
- for telling the truth, why, here goes my head; I 
am willing to give it’’ And it was the truth, my a3 x 
brother, that was to do the cutting home to the 
heart of these people. So, my brother, listen, listen! 
When John is taken to the prison we see that 
grand, common, ordinary looking man, peculiar in his) ey 
_ being marched to his cell. He goes along ~ = 
He had preached his time, and he ae toes 


ee must decrease, ony us must increase.” He 











I never fae bee Hohe lost. ee head that 
I was always afraid to have one! Never 
fone. for me! No ‘birthday pe in mine, 


“And ae Hes different ones come 
is own step- -daughter came and 






tae him, and pleased him exceedingly. 
anced at the ey hs ae wasn’t a 
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her dancing. You know when a drunken man gets 
just to a certain point in being drunk he is very 
easily pleased; then when he passes that point he is 
right the other way. At one moment we think he a 
is the best-hearted fellow in the world; the next 
moment he is the worst fellow we ever saw. So 
Herod came to that point at which he felt real rich. _ 
“Why, yes, I’ll give anything you will ask, even to. , 
the half of my kingdom.’ She went out and called . 
Mrs. Herod. The young girl said she would ask het 
Moen ees it;s *Lhat’s CaN Ask Tha mother a 


but if you Puan you had better find out what is” 
right yourself, and do right, and get your mother to : 
do it if your mother happens to be wrong. Be sure 
you get right. “If you are pretty sure your mother - 
is right, then listen to what your mother says; fo wa 
nine times out of ten, mother will give good advic e 
one time out of ten, there is a mother who will not 
give good advice. There are some mothers wh 
think really more about dressing their daughters 
the ball-room and society than they do about maki 
anything good and useful out of them. They do 
know the first principles of government, the fi 
principles of washing, the first principles of bre 
baking. They don’t know anything about what 
they ought to do toe their own support and he 
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ever in their welfare, and have tried to get them off 
into society and make kind of butterflies of them. 
_If a young man wants to be cheated the worst he 





was ever cheated in all God’s world, he wants to get 
that kind of a girl for a wife, and he will have the 
biggest cheat on his hands that you ever heard of. 
: And he is to be pitied; that is, he is to be pitied 
; . But then a young man who hasn’t any more 
than that ought to have just such a ~ cheat on 
nds, and I would not make a law that would 









ve him a divorce any way you could fix it. I would 
ke him live with his cheat! 

8 But now, then, John lost his head at this birthday 5 
ve He had preached repentance. It seemed that 
Be) ciiacs upon every hand. But, my brother, 






‘repented sincerely of their sins, 
an’s. life was a grand success if he did preach 
short time: He nga his life for what he 


‘Jesus ee nS Note what do you think 







to preach? He began, saying, ““ Repent, 






And the people went to hear Jesus, some 
n; and a Bs some of those old oe 


‘when | the was Siete: it was ‘Repent, re- 






for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Why, 
Baptist made | Bi monby! of peDEH Ans, and 
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: ! 
pt heaven is at hand.’ He is going to keep up that 
aa hobby.” 
: By and by Jesus calls twelve disciples and sends 
them out, two and two, and what does he tell them 
























to preach? “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.” And they go out, two and two, and 
preach, ‘‘ Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at — 
hand.” So the work is accumulating on the hands 
of Jesus Christ more than the twelve can accomplish. _ 
So he selects seventy more, and sends them out from et 
Jerusalem in various parts of Judea, telling them not 
to go in the way of the Samaritans or the rae 2 


two that way —in thirty-five different directions — 
started, crying, ‘‘ Repent, for the mueso'e of heaven 


is at hand!” 
So Jesus didn’t come to establish a new religion 


It was a new form of government to bring men unde 
this government of righteousness — to keep the com- 
mandments. of, God) and® the faith lof, Jesus Christa 
When men come under this government and subm 
to him as the law-giver, then, my brother, peac 
shall be upon the earth, and joy shall fill every heart, 


and gladness will prevail indeed. a 
So we have the cry up to the death of Christ am a 


‘Repent! ’’—all the way through. He says, ‘‘I com 
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not to call the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance.” And again he says, ‘‘There is more joy in 
the presence of the angels over one sinner that re- 
penteth than over ninety-nine just persons that need 
no repentance.” Joy over one sinner that repenteth ! 
- Among the angels! In the presence of the angels! 
z Grand thing. Jesus puts so much stress upon it. 

That beautiful parable about the Prodigal Son, is to 

illustrate this subject of repentance. Look at the two 


boys, the father and the two sons. The younger son_ 


4 said, one day, to his father, being dissatisfied, no 
iG doubt, with his father’s goverment, ‘‘ Father, give me 
ig my portion that belongeth to me.” And the father 
divided all his living with his two sons. The elder had 

his portion, and the younger took his. That younger 

Pe - boy is going to leave home. I imagine that, possibly, 
9 Boe athe old father would not allow him to do as he pleased 
Berar home, and he made up his mind that he could do 
better away, if he only had his property in his own 
hands. He would go into a far country, away off. 
~ He would leave Cleveland, Ohio, and he would come 
away out here! It isn’t west any more now. But you 
‘see him getting away in the farthest country, and he 













leader of society, and he was, too, because he had 
plenty of money. He was prettv well off, and he 
ix started away off there and located, with his servants 
and all, and, don’t you think, that he had a real first- 


was going to have a good time. He was going to be a _ 


Fe ay Re Le EE eS meee NS acres 




















54 UPDIKE’S SERMONS. 


class time—what some call’a ‘‘good time’? He is 
going to have a ‘‘good time.” He dresses first-class. 
He has the best suit of broadcloth, tight fitting— 
may be they were checkered. And then he had an ~ 






eye-glass, and a cane, and a plug hat, and, I expect, a 
little dog—what we would call a dude in the East, I 
think, from the history we have of him. Of course; — 
all the young ladies liked him; I mean the society’ 
young ladies—these butter-fly young ladies. They, | 
certainly, would like his society. And he had plenty 
of friends, aside from the ladies, that were ready to 
share his money, and go with him, and help him spend — 4 
his living. And so he was going on, having the best | 
kind of a time, spending his money. Times were get-_ 
ting hard in that- country, and then he didn’t have - 


friends as long as they have money, and you can get. 
anything in this world you want if you have the 
money to get it with. ‘‘ Money will buy anything — 
you want to buy, except some things,’’ Josh Billings 45 
says. Some things it won’t buy; but, as a rule, it 
will buy almost anything. The prodigal son had 
_plenty of money to go on, and he spent it right and 
left. By and by his money is gone, all gone at once. 3 
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things she had to have all at one time? This man’s 
money was all gone at once. He was out of every- teins 
thing, and so he had to make the best of it. He had ' 

‘some pretty fair clothes yet, and he must go out and 
_ work. This young man, after all, was too much of a 

man to be a tramp ; he would not refuse to work, and 
go out and be a tramp. He simply started out to get 
work, and he was willing to do anything that he could 
t to do at half price. He started out to feed swine, 


west ce a pane can do but, yon ee. wie a 











owe it is ruin. “This young ae 
ise swine at a nominal price. - He would 


He- “would | fain have filled himself with 
an gave unto him,’ > and he would not a 
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some old men have never come to themselves. I have 
seen some old cranks sit in this building, since I have 
been here, and you couldn’t get them to come to 
themselves to save your soul. If Gabriel should come 
and preach to them, they would find some fault with 
his wings, or something. They would not listen to 
his preaching at all. They would sit and quibble and 
growl ; growl, may be, at their homes. ‘‘And he came 

to himself.’’ It will not be long until every lost sinner 
will be coming to Christ when they come to them- 
selves. He said, ‘‘I will arise and go to my father, — 
and will say unto him, ‘Father, I have sinned against — 
heaven and before thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son ; make me as one of thy hired bere 3 


” 


ants.’’? That was a grand thing to resolve. That — % 
old hymn— . ¢ 
- «J will arise and go to my Father, 
He will embrace me in his arms; ~ - 
In the arms of my dear Saviour, 
Oh, there are ten thousand charms,” 


So, my brother, this resolution is a resolution to pe is : 
made upon the part of every one to-night that is away 
from God. Make it zow! Resolve xow that you will 
have the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour, and that 
you will now repent. — 

He did n’t go back to settle with the old gentlemaae . 





he was hired to work for. A man said to me some — 


time ago, ‘‘I am coming out to-morrow night.” Gs 
“Why not to-night?” ‘‘ Well, I have got to go and — 
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settle up my saloon bill.” Go back and settle up with 
the devil! I was afraid if he got back there, and 
had money enough to settle, that he would get too 
drunk to settle, and would not come at all. But he 
didn’t; he did settle up square ; paid his bill as he 
agreed to. And now I do n't know about that; am 
not going to argue that question now; but, any way, 
he came and started right, and had even the respect of 
- the saloon-keepers—but that is n’t much. 
This man, instead of going back to settle up, said, 
“J will arise and go to my father ;’ and he started, 
marching home. Oh, a thousand thoughts revolved in 
that young man’s mind and heart! He thinks of 
home. He thinks of how he left it. It may be that 
his mother is dead. He gets nearer and nearer, and 
now father is watching for John. He loves him still. 
A father said to me sometime ago, ‘‘I wish you 
would look for my boy wherever you Coun re 
described the boy. ‘‘If you ever see my boy, tell 
him I love him still, and he will be welcome home; 
tell him his mother is dead, and she died of a broken 
heart because of him.” 

The wandering child is on his way home, and 
father happens to look out and sees him coming down 
the hill, and he says, ‘T believe that walks like John! 
Oh, he has been a bad boy; I don’t know what to do 
with him; it is a shame the way he has acted nt 

“believe the best thing would be to make him work to 
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‘back home. But now, ‘‘ What kind of reception will 


pays a particle of attention, seemingly, to the poor, 
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get in; I’ll go in and lock ‘the door!” He goes in 
and bolts the door, and takes a chair, and sits down by 
the old-fashioned stove, and puts up his heels, and 
begins to read the Kansas City Star. He is reading ; 
John comes on the porch at last; he walks very slow 
and tremblingly ; he looks about the old homestead, 
and it looks so kind of natural that he is glad he is 


I receive ?” 

He comes crawling up to the door, and knocks, and 
says, ‘‘Oh, father, let me in, please let me in! I 
know I have sinned against heaven and before thee, 
but if I had my life to live over I would live dif. 
ferently. I have wronged you, father; but let me in! — 
Have mercy upon me, a poor wayward boy, father. 3 
I am starving and dying. Have mercy upon me, i 


(2? 


father, oh, have mercy!” But he sits there and never — t 


wayward boy’s cries. Servants come and stand by, 
and say, ‘‘ Knock louder; cry louder; knock harder; 
you ’ll get him aroused; he will hear you by and by.” 

They help; they say, “ Won’t you please let poor John 
in? won’t you let himin? We plead for the poor fel- | 
low; let him in!” But no, father seems so hard 
hearted; he won't listen; a long time he keeps John 3 
pleading and knocking, and the servants beating and 
knocking, and, at last, he gets tired of it, and he 


comes around to the door and opens it, and sticks | 
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‘his head out, and says, ‘‘ Here you are, eh? Take 
the rascal around there in the wood-shed and _keep him 
there three-or four months, and if he behaves himself 
we ’ll take him in after a while! Come on, we’ll vote 


on it; we 1] vote on whether we "ll have him or not!’’ 


No, no, they don’t vote on it. No, my friends, — 


do. nt you see the way Jesus has ? It ’s the grandest 


thing in the world, because when r came to Jesus 1 


just as I was; 
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put them on his feet; and go and get the ring and put 
it upon his hand; and you go, Tommy, and kill the 
peti fatted calf. Go tell them that this, my son, who was 
dead, is alive; was lost and is found, and let us be 
glad; let us all be glad and merry!” 

He took him in and made him glad, you know. 
So we, when we come te God, with all our heart, shall 
have the robe of righteousness put upon us, and ‘‘our 
feet shod with the preparation of the gospel.” The 
ring upon the hand is an emblem of eternity; there is | 
no end to it; and there is no end to God’s love shed oe 
abroad in our hearts. . i 

My brother, come to-night to Jesus. There is 
hope for you, and hope to-night if you are only will- 
ing to be saved upon the easy and equitable terms of 
the gospel. There is n’t anything like it. Death, at be . : 
the farthest, can not be far off. Oh, think before you — 
die. Death enters, and his time none can tell. Ina 





moment he may call you hence, up to heaven or 
down to hell! Then will you not get rid of sin, and 
get rid of it to-night by faith in Christ, repentance 
toward God, and obedience’to the gospel? While we. 
arise and sing, if there is one who will come with all 
your heart, Jesus invites you to come. 
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ay «¢ There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of 
_ God. %_ Ps, xlur. 4. 


m ithe Spirit of God about that city which was 
AO a and Eat which should ree forth such 


t ae asi ie were, bee age of ihe living 
; from all parts of the world, rejoic- 
iY, which is Biepeset and full of | 
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pe o very aS ie now. 
> subject befo re us this morning is ‘‘ The City of 
We desire to oe first, of the city; second, — 
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The ‘‘city of God,” in this passage, has reference, 
| no doubt, to the Church of the living God. Zion was 
ee that place which was established by the Lord himself, 
at and was typical of the Church; and in the singing of 

these. psalms they have something in view aside from 
this place of worship. These prophets undoubtedly 
understood that the Church was to be established, or 
at least they predicted that and believed it. They 
spoke for all ages to come. When we take up our 
Bible we find that the Church had been predicted years 
and years previous to its establishment. Sa 
In speaking of this city, the Church of the living 
-God, it is proper for us to take into consideration, 
first, the name. Every city must have a name, and 
the City of God must have a name; and ifitisto have 


us 
fi 
i! pig 


a name, it is to be named, of course, by the Lord. ee 
You take the prophecy of Isaiah, and turn to the F 
sixty-second chapter and second verse, and you will a 
read where the prophet declares that ‘‘thou shalt — 
be called by a oe name, ayhich ine mouth at the 


‘‘we are to walk in the name of our God.” The 
Psalmist says that ‘‘in the name of our God we will 
set up our banners.” And it is in the name of our. 
God that we must expect success, that we must walk, 
that we must labor for the advancement of the cause 
of the Redeemer. ; 
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ae When Jesus offered that beautiful prayer recorded 
: in the seventeenth chapter of John, he prayed that the 
ss“ Father might keep his disciples in his own name. 
«While I was with them in the world I kept them in 
thy name.” He makes this declaration, and in that 
prayer prays for all the disciples of Jesus aes in all 
ages, that they might be kept ‘in his, name... in 
_ the sixteenth chapter of Matthew we have the declara- 
aie of Jesus, “Upon this rock I will build my 
: rch, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
» The Church was to be built by the Lord Jesus 
It was fs Church, as he declares, and not — 
having been established upon the rock. The — 
Paul, speaking concerning the foundation of — 
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the twenty-eighth verse, ‘Take heed, therefore, unto 
yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the 
Holy Spirit hath made you overseers, to feed the 
Church of God, which he has purchased with his own 
blood.”” Then we turn to Romans, sixteenth chapter 
and ‘sixteenth aaa and he says: ‘‘The churches of 
Christ salute you.” And again, turning to First — 
Corinthians, the first chapter and second verse, we q 
find that he addressed his epistle ‘‘unto the church of 
God which is at Corinth’’; and then turning to the — 
fifteenth chapter of the same epistle we find that he fy 





says: ‘‘For Lam the least of the apostles, that am not pe 
meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the a 
Church of God.” Turning to the first chapter of | 
Galatians, we find the same thing. Turning again to : 


fourth verse, that he speaks of the Church in the ex 
plural—'‘ The churches of God.” We go to First 
Timothy, third chapter and fifth verse, and find that af 
Paul says, in speaking of the elders: “If-a man know ee 
not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care — 
of the Church of God?” Then, in the fifteenth verse of — 
the same chapter, the apostle says : ‘* But if I tarry long, é 
that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave © 
thyself in the house of God, which is the Church of 
the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” 

So we have, in the New Testament, the name 
spoken of about thirteen times. As we have seen, if 
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' Isaiah spoke some seven hundred and forty years pre- 
vious to the coming of Christ, speaking of the Gentiles, 
and having reference undoubtedly to the city we 
speak of this morning: ‘‘Thou shalt be called by a 
new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name.” 
God never selected Alexander Campbell, or William 
~ Otterbein, or John Wesley, or John Calvin, or Martin 
, Luther to name his people. It was to be by the Spirit 
the living God. God himself was to speak, and 
ae the city, because it was to be the ‘“‘city of the 
God. # 
when we hear people tate about the ‘‘ Disciples’ 
or the ‘Christian Church,” we know very 
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in the second instance, we 
, ‘‘Almost thou persuadest me 
: a Christian’ pais language of Agrippa. He 
HES say, © Almost thou persuadest me to be 
ian Church. i Then we have, in the third 
te ‘If ais man suffer as a _ Christian” 
“let him not be 
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Hence we take the position this morning that when 
you talk about being a member of the ‘‘ Christian 
Church,” you don’t understand what you are talking 
about. I want it distinctly understood that we take 
the position that ‘‘ Bible things should be called by 
Bible names;” and when you call the Church of Jesus 
Christ the ‘‘ Christian Church,” you are not calling it 
by the Bible name at all, and it is not the name that Rie 
God has given to it. We might just as well be rene 
upon it as to be wrong. We can be right as well as — 
wrong, and can take the position that is straight and 
true, and that we can stand by. 

So the ‘Church of Jesus. Christ”’ is certainly 
scriptural, because it is esoe Church,” and so stated 














eee A his own blood.” These names, so at a 
as the name of the city is concerned, show clearly that 
- it is Christ's oy ang God’s city, and God and Christ 


say ‘‘ ne Church of Christin 
but eS and TEN, to say Datei 
Church, 0r Christian Church.” 5 

Now, a citizen of this city is called a « disciple,” 
a SRN a ‘“‘learner.’’ They are called “breth- 
ren,’ and called ‘‘saints. » All these names have | 


reference to Stevan cone of the rere ee 
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have scriptural evidence, and call scriptural things by 
scriptural names, they should speak of the Church as 
the ‘‘Church of Jesus Christ,” or ‘‘the Church of 
Christ.”’ That would be the proper thing. And so 
I take the position to-day that every Christian in the 
world, everywhere, belongs to the ‘‘ Church of Jesus 
Christ ;” and when we inquire into this, we find the 
name given to us by the great God of Heaven. 

In the next place, what is necessary to become 
citizens of this city? When we come to look over this 
we find that the conditions are laid down in the Word 


of God. The first thing necessary, as we have for- 


merly stated, is to hear the gospel of the Son of the 


living God; secondly, to believe it with all the heart; 


and then to repent of sin—because individuals can not 


come into this city with their sins. You must leave 
_ your sins on the outside. God will not allow us to 
bring the sins of the world into his city, no more than’ 
owe can take our sins with us into heaven. The sins of 


our past lives must be washed away by the precious 


blood of the Lamb of God before we can be acceptable 
and loyal citizens of the city of the living God. Then 


it is important for every individual to know the steps 


necessary to be taken to bring him into this city. 


So we wish to impress you again with the fact that 
the heart is first changed by faith in Jesus Christ ; that 
_ the conduct must be changed by genuine and sincere 
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your faith in the great Head of the Church, or the 
Governor of the city, must be made known to those 
with whom you are about to associate, that you 
‘‘believe with all your heart in the Lord Jesus 
Christ’’; and then the last act, which brings us into 
the city, and gives us a right to citizenship in the city _ 
of the living God, is that which we call baptism—bap- 
tized into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and | iP 
of the Holy Spirit, thus becoming children of the ee 
living God. k i 

When we come into the death of Jesus Christ, a 
get the blood of Jenus Christ, which aa away ge 


our past Sins ; 
our sins away and ne wsine us from all unrighteous- 


‘ness, we come into this death, which brings us into the th 


family, or into the city of God. So we want to ae 
impress your mind with the truth that che blood 


Christ cleanses from past sins. Then we are to eck: 
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ee Having become citizens, we want to know who is 
the head of this city, the Governor. The Lord Jesus 
F ac arist himself is the Governor. We are to acknowl- 
| edge no pope, no power aside from Jesus Christ. We 












are to call no man father, in a religious sense. Christ 


, 


prohibits us calling any man about us ‘father! sel: 
es giously. We are to acknowledge no authority but his, 
ind have no yoke upon us but his. Jesus says, 


Come v unto me, all ye that, labor and are Gee laden, 












We have the yoke. of te Christ ee 
Rok. me!” We are to listen to him. He has 
the apostles as the council of this icity,’ onal 
power into their hands to make laws by which | 
1 is to be governed. Every city to-day has 
‘or governor, or head, and we find that the 
re makes Ee different eae or wards, of 
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sion ae the iy of the living God, and > 
‘ how. we can retain in citizenship i in this city after 
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ment scriptures. No individual need fail so far as 
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Then we have Jesus only to acknowledge. 

With reference to the rules of government, the 
Word of Eternal Truth, especially the New Testa- 
ment: we go to that for the law, find out every duty 
that we owe to God, find out every duty that we owe 
to our fellow-men, find out every duty that we owe to 
the city, or the Church, and our duty in all relations of 
life. We find it all out by going to the New Testa- © 






understanding his duty is concerned. You can know — 
your duty just as well as any preacher in the world, if ee 
you will only go to the twenty-one epistles and study : 
carefully to understand the duty that you owe to God, ~ 
or owe to the Church. There isn’t anything more in-— 


in the twenty-one epistles his instructions to us in 
the Christian life. Having the divine law govern: 
ing the city, we have no right to go outside to get 
some other law. Simply a mistake. No man, or 


33—no set of men, aside from the apostles of Jesus 
Christ, have ever been authorized to make any law for : oe 


the people of the living God have been unscriptural, 
and following on the papacy, and without any author- 
ity from God. They are wrong in themselves, and 











ij 


TEV CHT VOL GOD: 71 


they make us go into fellowship, to a certain extent, 
with the papacy; and this fellowship, or giving of the 
hand, is the very thing that would give countenance to 
all those who are ‘‘of the doctrine and commandments 
of men,” and comes from the power of the papacy, 
which led the way from the truth in the dark ages, and 
for twelve hundred and sixty years held the world in 
that darkness, until the Word of God was broken loose 
from the chain, and translated into the living languages 


‘of the time, so that all the people, common or un- 


common, could read it for themselves, and come back 


to the teachings of Christ and his apostles. 


Little by little we find great and grand men of the 


- different denominations, each of them getting some 


particular thought or idea which leads the way to 


liberty and to happiness in the city of the living God. 


When we see that grand man, Roger Williams, of the 


| ‘Baptist Church, standing up and advocating liberty of 


thought and freedom, and we see his people leading 
the way, and advocating the right of investigating the 


Word of God for themselves, and opposing such a 


thing as persecution on the part of Christians—perse- 


‘cuting those who might disagree with them in 


some particular thing. And then we see this fol- 


lowed up by such men as Alexander Campbell, 


and Barton W. Stone, and those of the great re- 


Fo. formatory movement of the nineteeth century — and 
making a strong plea for the restoration of primi- 
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tive Christianity — what we call a progressive restor- 
ation of Christianity. 

When we use the term ‘‘ progressive,’ we mean 
progressive. Religious bodies do not progress by mak- 
ing creeds and doctrines—making them so narrow and 
shallow as to prevent people investigating to find. out 
some important truth that, possibly, they have not as” 
yet found, and say that ‘‘we have found it all, and 
you can’t get anything more!” and that ‘‘we must } 
not change from the position that we have taken in- 
anything lest it might be divided.” } 

The whole effort upon the part of the Church 
to-day should be to know the real foundation of and 


This certainly should be the mission of every Chica " 
not to know simply what churches believe, and what 
churches teach, but what does Jesus Christ require 2? 
What does the Bible teach, and what is my duty a 
recorded in the Book of God? And after I know that | 
duty, to perform it in the fear of God, no difference | 
what men may say and do. This is the mission of the 
Church to-day! This is the plea that is being made — 
to-day throughout the world more than in any age 
since the apostolic age. i 
Having these things before us, and advocating — 
ia ane privileges that we qare as much as anys 
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a4 waside from the law of the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
Jaws and ordinances and ‘doctrines, and put on com- | Mea 
_ mandments to govern the people of the living God. tay 

And as the prophet has said, ‘‘If any man speak not 
? as the oracles of God, it is because there is no light in 
him,” we must speak in accordance with the oracles 
of God. The Word of God is the thing to be spoken, | 
and it is the living power. It contains the truth. it’, eh 
_ moves the world. And the only thing that will break 


e ae of wickedness, and give liberty to. aS 
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in the ihrer of ee ee No : 


cee S110 pastor Asti toy) ‘Jord it over 
| ‘The pastor has his right to “feed. 
over which the Holy Spirit has made — 


The ios has his right. oe is 
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will not endure sound doctrine, but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears.’’ It seems to me that that time is right 
here. It seems like western people are getting itching 
ears, for when it becomes necessary to advertise 
‘“ pleasant things” to get people to listen, they must 
have awfully itching ears. Before I would be adver- 
tised as belonging to that contemptible class I would 
go to breaking stone upon the road at a nickel a day 
and board myself! 

Now your duty is to hear the truth. My duty, and 
my Brother Hall’s duty—and he knows it—too, is to 
make known God’s plain Word, and give warning of 
danger; to speak boldly and plainly of sin; to con- 
demn, reprove and rebuke the wrong, and approve of 
the right; to encourage to .good action; and to 
encourage to march forward boldly, facing the enemy 
grandly, making no compromise with wrong; pitying 


the sinner, still hating the sin; making the effort to 


save the poor sinner, but still ‘speaking earnestly and 
powerfully against the sin that will ruin. It is neces- 
sary. It belongs to the Church, belongs to the 
preacher. And instead of being a poor dog that 
can not bark, such as the prophet speaks of, bark! 
bark!! Let everybody know you are here. Yes, let 
them know you are here! And let them know what 
you are here for. That is the thing you are to do, and 
you will be a supporter of the truth, the plain truth, 
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the simple truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth. That is the duty of the Church, the city of 
God, and it is the duty of the Church to know when the 
truth is preached ; and when the Church knows it is the 
truth it is its business to say Amen! Amen! every 
time. This is were we want every individual to stand. 
And what a power the Church can be in the world, and 


‘ 


what a grand move we can make onward if we are 
only aggressive on this line, being faithful to the truth, 
for ‘‘the Word of God is sharper than any two-edged 
sword, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart.” 

Sharper than any two-edged sword! It strikes 
both ways—hits the preacher and all! It is wonderful 
how it can be used. It cuts sin away from the sinner 
and from the church member too. Some people get 
the idea, you know, that they can get into. the Church 
and ‘the preacher won't say anything against them— 
just give it to the sinners. ‘‘ Do n't bother us ; we are 
in the Church!” But you know that it is a two-edged 
sword. It cuts the Church, too. Sometimes when 
you run that old sword into the corruption of the 
Church, the members will squirm like anything. They | 
are the ones that have the “itching ears.: Lhe ising 
ners in the world aren’t the ones who have itching 
ears. It’s the church members that have the itch- 
ing ears. I would not go to church to have some 


preacher just tickle my ear; no, never do that! 
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We have noticed the law and the Law-giver of 
this city. Also the name, as you understand. And 
now it is proper for us to notice something concerning 
the river. ‘‘ There is a river, the streams whereof shall 
make glad the city of God.” The river is the escape 


channel. A city is not of very much consequence 


which is not located upon a river. The river is a very 
essential thing to drain and carry off all its impurities, 
So we have this channel—Jesus the Son of the living 
God is the channel, or the ‘‘river.” We find that 29 
through this river flows God’s eternal love, which is a 
passing “all the time. Swift stream! Down into the 
ocean of God’s love! It is the grandest thing in the 
world to get right into the river, and be carried on 


into the ocean of God’s love. It is a wonderful chan- 


nel, coming from the throne of God, to carry away all 
that is wrong, and to save all that is good. ; 

It is true that some rivers will have freshets and 
carry a great deal in them. You may have them in _ 
the river here, near the city; I don’t know how it is. 
But I know how it is in some rivers; they will 
rise and go over their banks, and look like some pro- 
tracted meetings ! You know how they swell out and 
have wonderful freshets, and get outside of their 
banks, and carry off nearly everything; and I don’t 
know but what the illustration will stand in that the full 3 
stream 1s highest in the middle, and tt takes an effort 
for anybody to stay in the center of the current. It is 
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easy enough to be carried along with the stream and 
along the edges. So you see sometimes individuals 
who came out in some revival going along the edges, 

and when the stream goes down, if you will watch the 
_ bridge abutments and other places, you will see 
_where the transient stuff caught on; only a few have 
“remained in the stream, and dpe few have had to 
make an effort to. sa. in the center of he current — 





oRe God’s ie i tuisy an: offerte then, to live. 
Christian life. We are. not telling you because | 

lave ue wonderful river that you can get into it 
No, you. have to make an effort to “ 1 
and then, to go ae be rele i 
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five ae in aie ns thing to be a 3 
as earnest ibagpon dog days’ as in other days. | 
't you know that time and again people get 
ed in ‘religious life, and along about “dog days” 

se their interest in the work. Warm weather 
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II as wet weather seems to have a wonderfal 
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But let that be as it may, we have this wonderful 
channel, Jesus Christ, the channel of God’s love run- 
ning on through this city for us! ‘‘ For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.’”’ Christ did not come into the world 
to condemn the world; ‘‘but that the world through 
him might be saved.” And ‘‘God commendeth his 


love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners > 
Christ died for us.”” It is the love of God to which we 


are to look as the stream running through this wonder- 
ful channel to save a lost and ruined world. None but 


those in the city are saved in the everlasting city of | 


our God, the New Jerusalem. 


What are ‘‘the streams’’? There are so many of 


them. The first stream Iam going to mention this 
morning is the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus. Did 
he command that the gospel should be preached unto 
all the rich people in all the world? Oh, yes, that 
would haye been a grand thing if he had said it! 


That all the rich people, and merely moral people, and Hs 


all the good people should have the gospel preached 
unto them. But he did not say that. He said, 
‘“Preach the gospel to every creature!’ . And when 
the glorious gospel of the Son of the Living God 
saluted my ears, a poor, wayward, wandering boy, it 


was then that my heart was touched in such a way as 
it was never touched before, and I was melted down, — 
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and realized that I was a sinner in the sight of God; 
and my heart thus being made susceptible to tender 
impressions, I resolved to give up my sins. When I 
made that good start, and good confession before God, 
and believed with all my heart that Jesus Christ was 
the Son of the Living God, and my only hope and 
Saviour, then there was joy in my heart. There was 
joy in my heart that the world knew nothing about— 
the joy that it can neither give nor take away. It is 
that joy that is worth all the world beside. Joy in the 
Holy Spirit. Joy in believing. Joy indeed! It is 
joy, and there isn’t anything more joyful in the world 
to have than the continued religion of the Lord Jesus 
Christ; that joy which comes from obedience to the 
teachings of the Spirit of the Living God; that joy 
which is like a river—flowing continually; that joy 
rf which brings us higher and higher, and nearer and 
nearer to God continually ; that joy which makes us 

look forward to the bright hope of everlasting life by 

and by; that joy which is built upon genuine faith in 
ie the Son of the Living God. 
«« When my heart did believe, what a joy I received, 

What a heaven in Jesus’ sweet name; 


It was heaven below, my Redeemer to know, 
And the angels could do nothing more,” 


: When the Word of God came to me by a poor 


rie -man, and he asked me how I felt, I told him I felt that 


Iwas lost, and he said, ‘‘Thank God that you feel 
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that part of it. Jesus is my Saviour. I am lost, and 


conditions of salvation! Then and there by faith my 


_is by their willingness to obey God. If you are will- 


willing to obey God your heart is not right. It is well 
for us to know whether a man’s heart is right. True 
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that way.”’ I did not understand him; but he put his 
hand upon my head and said to me, ‘‘ Jesus came to 
seek and to save that which was lost.’’ Then he asked 
me if I believed it, and I said I did, and that settled 


he saves me. It is a grand thing to know that he 
saves me, and then and there how complete were the 


heart was changed, and I resolved to give up ae sins ; 
for faith produces love to God and hatred to sin and 
wrong, and the desire to get rid of sin, and a willing- 
ness to obey God. Faith produces joy and love and 
anxiety to be loyal to God, and the only way we may r. 
know that men and women’s hearts are right to-day, ok 


ing to obey God your heart is right, and if you are not | 


religion is to believe with the heart, and repent with * 
the heart, and confess with the heart, and obey with 
the heart, and commune with the heart, and whatever 
you do to ‘‘do it heartily as unto the Lord,’ This as) 
the kind of religion that satisfies mankind as AeA: 
in the world can satisfy. © 
‘So if preaching does people as much good as it does " 
me to hear good gospel preaching, I don’t wonder. : 
they say, ‘‘The streams make glad the City of God.” 4 ie 
Ihave seen old saints sitting trembling, as it were, i 


i. 
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with the tear of joy, and the smile, and I have seen 
those whose hearts were glad in hearing the Word of 
God, building them up—feeding upon the Word of 
God as bread, and drinking it as water, taking it as 
their life, and getting all their inspiration from it. 
There are men to-day who will go down into their 
pockets and pay everything they are possibly able to 
pay to have the Word of God preached. They enjoy 
it themselves, and they want everybody else to enjoy 
it. Their hearts have been touched by the gospel, 
and they want other hearts touched. The religion of 
Jesus Christ is the most unselfish thing in the world. 

_ When our hearts are touched with it, we want every- 
 body’s hearts touched. When I was converted, the 
| very first thing I wanted was that everybody should 
start. Don’t you think that when I went to meeting 
_ the next day after I had made the confession, boy as I 











was, for the first time I took a seat right along in the 
tier of seats second from the pulpit, and when the 
_ preacher was getting ready to preach, he said: ‘‘We 
will all unite with Bro, Updike in prayer.” I had 
never prayed in a meeting in my life! Never had been 
eh even a Sunday-school scholar, and then to call upon 
a me to pray in a crowded house like that! I wonder 
how converts would like that now if we were to do 
that? I did not have time to argue with the devil 
cto whether I had better pray or not. No, there wasn’t 
time for that, and so I went to praying then and there, 
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and I prayed just as good as I ever prayed—that is, I 
prayed the best I could, and that’s all I ever do, and 

I have been doing that ever since. Every time I get — 
the opportunity of doing my duty, I shall do it the hy 


best I can at the time; I started in that way. I a 








gives the invitation they will all come.” 
everybody was going to come, and lo and behold 
when he gave the invitation, and I looked to see the 
come, they did not come. No, they sat, and sat. 
desired to see the whole world saved. i: 


«Oh, that all his salvation might see! 
He hath loved me, I cried; 
He hath suffered and died, 
To redeem such a rebel as me.” 







Yes, I was anxious that ‘‘all his salvation might see ; 
but did they all rush to be saved? Not right awa, 
| but a good many came finally during the meeting. 
My friends, if the heart is touched, you will de 
as see others saved. “You, who are converted, 
want to speak God's Word to somebody else, 
have them come ‘to the Saviour. Preaching the ‘ 
pel i is one stream. Singing sweet songs is anotl 
What is there grander than music? How many hear 
have been touched by music! A certain infidel i in 
city of Chicago was walking along the street one day 
His heart was cast down, for he was sad; wal i 
along sadly, because he had trouble, and he a ‘no 
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y one to whom he could go. He heard a little Irish 
‘ mey singing a sweet. hymn as he was passing along. 
He stopped and listened and went up to the little boy, 
ae was sitting upon a stone step by the sidewalk. 
He heard the song, and what do you think it was? Ys 
The little boy had learned the song at the Rie Ra Le 
school: i. 
ue ‘There’ll be no sorrow there, 
There ’ll be no sorrow there.” 


| just kept on singing: 


‘‘In heaven above, where all is love, 
There’ll be no sorrow there. ue 


ae can Baal ito” The little ag replied, gat 
Bible.” That song and the child’s simple instruc- 
eued the insect 


Id when he Heard a young lady singing, with 
power and beauty, Pd old-fashioned hymn, ‘‘In 
weet bye and bye.” He could not stand that. 
s heart was touched by the singing of the ‘‘Sweet 
and bye.” So it touches all our. heaits. 

y thousand people in the city of New York, 
‘s ago, you remember how the vast assembly was. 
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moved when she was singing, ‘‘ Home, sweet home,’’ 
and how at the same time her own heart was carried 
back to Sweden, her native land. When she came 
to the chorus, the account says, the vast assembly — et 
arose to their feet and began, the ladies to wave. their — 
handkerchiefs, and the men their jhats, crying, 
“Home, sweet home!” There wasn’t anything 
like it. She had to stop till the cheering subsided, — 
and then she started again, and when she reached the 


sweet home.’ r 
So this morning, my brethren, “Home, we > 
home” sings of nes and of happy days. And 
don’t know but that my heart was touched as much 
with a song as with preaching. When but a “boy, 
during the war, I was an express. messenger Carry : 
packages from our town to different parts of 
county, that being the county-seat, and no railro 
in the different parts of the county. When [pack 
came to the county-seat they would have to be carri 
into different parts of the county; and that w 
my business, though but a boy. One cold: Saturd 
I was out with a number of packages, some sixter 
_ or seventeen miles from the city, hunting up differe 
parties. I remember having a package of money s 
from the war. They told me I had about fift 
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hundred dollars worth of stuff. I wasn’t afraid be- 
cause of that, but I got very cold riding along, and 
I wanted to warm. But I was bashful, more so than 
I am now, and I didn’t want to go into anybody’s 
house to warm. It was a stormy day in the winter. 
Looking down the road, I saw some smoke coming 



































and saw the horses hitched to the hitching-rack, I 
hitched ay horse and went in. The smoke said, 
f “Come in,” and went in. It was ‘‘ quarterly meet- 
ing.” The United Brethren were having quarterly 
meeting. They were going on with their business, 
and finally the presiding elder —I know his name 


sf sat right before me by the stove, a real nice, saintly 
‘ looking old man, having white hair and a long white 
beard, and a face that looked like he had a good con- 
science —a nice looking old man —requested him to 
te ‘close the meeting as he saw proper.” Well, I did 





ot know what they called ‘‘proper’’—I did not know 
4! much about that—but the old man said, ‘‘We will 


a9) 


arise and sing ‘A charge to keep I have. I just 
ish I could say it as he said it, at least as I think 


10w he said it. His voice ee Sal but trembling 


an vecilone singer, with a clear, strong and yet 
mulous, tender voice. He sang the first verse— 


first time I remember ever to have heard it: 


out of a log meeting-house. When I came along | 


now, I didn’t then—pointing to an old brother that — 
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“A charge to keep I have, 
A God to glorify ; 

. A never-dying soul to save, 
And fit it for the sky.” 


He came to the second stanza, and the tears. were 


_ rolling down his cheeks, and he sang it from the depths. 


of his soul: 
‘“¢To serve the present age, 


My calling to fulfill, 

Oh, may it all my powers engage, 
To do my Master’s will,” / 
I choked, and choked, and then Iran. I couldn 
stand “itivae T! went out and got on my horse, 
_ started on about my business, crying like a baby. 
My heart was touched. | 


“To serve the present age, : 
My coling to, UNET  rhr  e y i 


my hymn. I sees ae sing thar 
+ 


fTo serve the present age, 
My calling to fulfill, 
Oh, may it all my powers engage, 
) 2'Lo fo my Master’s will.” 







have gotten into, Hee a ay must do ‘lls the singin, fe 
is a farce. I want to see éVerybody in the house 
God sing. There isn’t anything grander than to h 
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a whole assembly of people praising God with song. An 
_ This is one ‘‘stream.”’ } Pu 
x Another is the ‘‘stream” of communion. We 
come to the house of God on the Lord’s day, and 
sit at the Lord’s table, and commemorate the suffer- 
“ings and “death of the Son of God. Iam a close com- 
munionist; that is, I am a close communionist in the 
sense that I won’t commune with anybody. I won't 
- commune with Brother 1 or with that brother 
v there, or that sister—I won’t commune with anxy man. 

_ Jesus says, ‘‘ Remember me.” It is communing with 
Christ — Christ only. I commune only with Jesus. 

ol am going to commemorate his death on the cross. 
am going to partake of that death and say, ee be- 
eve he shed his blood to cleanse me from sin.” I 


am not to ey avay from the Lord's table because 










ery man is to examine himself. 





nee 


le as talks abouts me! Talked about you? 
Well, they talked about Jesus, too; but that didn’t 
f Beep him from doing his. duty. 
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And then there is prayer—public prayer and 
secret prayer. There isn’t any ‘‘stream’’ grander 
than this. ‘‘Whatsoever ye desire, when ye pray, 
believe that ye receive it, and ye shall have it.” 
‘«Seek, and ye shall find.”” ‘‘Knock, and it shall 
be opened unto VOU. he disciples had these > 
special promises. So we go to the Lord in prayer. — 
In time of trouble we go to the Lord; in time of — 
temptation we go to the Lord; in time of joy we * 
go to the Lord. Tell the Lord about how happy 
you are. Thank him for your happiness. A grand 






thing certainly is prayer. There isn’t anything in 
the world better than secret prayer. Go alone upon. 
your knees, breathing from the very depths of your 
soul the prayer that will bring you close to God. 
Prayer is another ‘‘stream.” ee 

The giving is_one of the ‘‘streams” that ie 
glad the City of God. ‘‘Good measure, pressed — 
down, and running over.”” ‘‘Let every one of you: 3 
lay by him and in store, upon the first day of the 
week, as God hath prospered him” Kae Cor. Xvi. 2)n 
We might go on quoting scriptures on this line. 
‘The individual that gives heartily to the Lord as he 
prays to the Lord-is going to get his reward abun- 
dantly, a hundred-fold. The best money and the x. 
best interest to-day is that which comes from God. — 
A brother in Cleveland, Ohio, told me, some time 
ago: “‘T started out to give so much of my income. 
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to the Lord when I was poor; and though I began 
to put it out by spoonfuls, the Lord shoveled it in 
by shovelfuls.”’ | 

It is owing to how you do it, the way you do 
these things, whether they bring blessings upon you. 
I haven't time to-day to mention all the ‘‘streams”’ 


we have. 
] “«Streams of mercy never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise.’ 


““Teach me Some melodious sonnet,’*— 
We don’t want the Lord to come down and bea 


singing teacher; but we do want to know all these 
De BacAins. post God ante has promised for the 





Then there is joy for us. ‘‘ There is a river, the 


streams whereof shall make glad the City of God!” 


, that city! 


. 


The new Jerusalem, where Jesus is’ 
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That city is walled up by God Almighty’s truth and 
power; and you want to be in it to be saved, my | 
brother. And if you will come this morning, and — 
acknowledge the blessed Saviour, and become a citizen _ 
of this city by obedience to the gospel of the Son Ola 
the living God, all will be well. Come right along i, 
If there is one who has not obeyed the Lord in 
baptism, if there is one who has not confessed Chi 


publicly, come in the fear of God! Let the Holy 


Spirit be your ‘Comforter, the people of God yo 


associates, He Rice of God Lae ae and then 
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THE SIN AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT. 


vs Mehercceces as the Holy Spirit saith, to-day if you will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of tempt- 
ation in the wilderness.” — Hed, 272. 7-8. 
There is no subject that we do not understand 
more than this of the Holy Spirit’s work. We may 
study God and Christ and yet neglect to study and 
understand the office and work of the Spirit of God. 
There are hundreds of people, yea, thousands, I pre- 
sume, who are out of the fold of Christ simply because 
they say they have never had the peculiar feelings that — 
they think people should have before they ought to 
make a start in the Christian life. They are afraid 
that if they start without certain feelings they would 


make a mistake, and when they have serious feelings 


_and reflections they sometimes think, possibly, that the 
Holy Spirit produces those feelings. But even then. 


they hesitate for fear that it is not the Spirit of God. 


Now, there are three persons in the Godhead, the 
_ Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and these three 
are one. God is a person, Christ is a person, and 
the Holy Spirit is a person. One is as much a per- 
son as the other. The Holy Spirit is not simply some _ 
peculiar influence that comes upon us, we don’t know © 


Ba: how, like water, or oil, or something of that kind; 
; gz 
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but a person of the Godhead that speaks to men as 
much as God is a person and speaks to men. And if 
you were to ask me ‘‘ How does God speak to men?” 
tr ‘‘ How does Christ speak to men?” I could answer 
you just as well as if you asked, me ‘‘How does the 
Holy Spirit speak to men?” They are one. When 
God speaks, Christ speaks, and the Holy Spirit speaks, 
for these three are one. 
And yet they have their particular work in the 
great scheme of redemption. God arranges the plan, 
Jesus Christ comes into the world to execute that 
plan, and the Holy Spirit is sent as the third person in 
the Godhead to reveal that plan of redemption to 
fallen man. Hence, when we come to understand it, 
it certainly will seem to be simple and plain, and we 
will get rid of the idea that this influence of the Holy 
Spirit upon people is some irresistible, invisible some- 
| thing that we can not understand or comprehend only 
in our feelings. I say we will have a different and a 
_ better understanding of the Holy Spirit when we study 
‘the Book of God in regard to it. 
So we have God under the patriarchal dispensa- 
tion, arranging; Christ comes under the Jewish dis- 
_ pensation, executing; and the Holy Spirit comes 
under the Christian dispensation, as it is called, to 
reveal to the world this plan. se 
We have Christ's words in regard to the blasphemy = 
against the Holy Spirit, and people to- Bri are ‘talking | 
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about sinning against the Holy Spirit. We fear, some- 
times, that ignorance of the teachings of the Book of 
God in regard to this has led men and women into seri- 
ous errors, and some have been led to the lunatic 
asylum as a result of a mistaken idea about the sin 
against ‘the Holy Ghost. The genuine religion of 
Jesus Christ will never make an individual crazy ; it is 
that that is of a sound mind, and it belongs to the 
sound mind. The individual who will use his intelli- 
gence and Will think upon things as revealed by the 
Holy Spirit, is the individual that can come, in a very 
short time, to an understanding of the teachings of the 
Spirit of the Living God. So when persons think that 
the Holy Spirit produces certain particular feelings 
within the heart, they are not able to give a reason 
for it, and yet, at the same time, they will make the 
claim that they have these feelings. A misunderstand- 
ing of the sin against the Holy Spirit, and a mis- 
understanding in regard to the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, and a misunderstanding as to how the Holy 
Spirit operates upon the minds of men to produce 
Christians, a misunderstanding of all these great ques- 
tions is the cause of more difference and divisions 
among the professed people of God than any other 
one subject that we might mention to-night. 

We find that the people desire to be honest and 
sincere in regard to these questions, and if I am con- 
verted, I must be converted by the Spirit of God; if 





94 UPDIKE’S SERMONS. 


you are converted, it must be by the Spirit of God. 
Every man and every woman who has been converted 
since the day of Pentecost, A. D. 33, has been con- 
verted by the Spirit of God, and every individual who — 
gets to heaven finally will be led there by the Spirit of 
God, for it was the office of the Spirit to testify of 
Jesus Christ, and to guide the disciples into the truth : 


and also to teach them the things necessary, that they, (79 


_ might be able to teach the world those things that per- 
tain to the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Christ. | ; ee 
Now, is there such a thing as the sin against the 
| Holy Spirit? Certainly there is. Then when is that sin _ 
committed! By whom is it committed? Where is it _ 
committed? And how may we know when we have 


committed that particular sin? For it is one par- 


ticular sin that is said to be unpardonable, that there 
_is no forgiveness for it. There is forgiveness for every 
other sin in the catalogue of crime, it seems, as the 
Book of God teaches, except the sin against the ‘Holy 
Ghost. We ought to use the term “ Holy Spirit” in- 
stead of ‘‘ Holy Ghost,” for that is the correct term, © 
_and generally, in the New Revision, we have it ‘ Holy 
Spirit” instead of ‘Holy Ghost.” People don’t 
know what we mean when we talk about the ‘‘ Ghost.” 
We used to hear them tell « ghost stories,” and 
almost every one, when you speak of “ ghost,”’ thinks 
of a disembodied spirit of some human being, and 
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thinks about seeing some being after they have died. 
So our uncles and aunts and grandmothers used to sit 
up until midnight and tell us ghost stories—they did 
_ me—and I used to be scared over ghost stories, and 
__used to wonder, in reading the Bible, what was meant 
by the ‘“Holy Ghost.’ And I thought that there must 
be an unholy ghost if there was a holy ghost! So we 
. : just want the mind disabused of that impression in re- 
gard to the term ‘‘ghost,”’ and let us use that language 
in regard to the Spirit which says ‘‘ Holy Spirit ;” and 
if we would use that more honestly and carefully, we 
NS certainly would leave a better impression upon the 
minds of those whom we are teaching in regard to it. 
God is a holy God. Christ is called the ‘‘ holy 
child Jesus.” The Saviour is called the ‘holy 
Saviour.” The Bible is called the ‘‘Holy Bible.” 
. ‘And God’s people are called a “holy people.” Hok- 
mess from beginning to end! All the way through it 
is holiness. So in speaking of the Bible we ought 
always to speak of it as the ‘‘Holy Bible.” People 
don’t call other bibles ‘‘holy”’ bibles as we under- 
_ stand or call this the ‘‘ Holy Bible.” 

ra When Jesus was here he had something to say in. 
regard to the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. We 
is read in Matthew, twelfth chapter and thirty-first verse: 
‘Wherefore, I say unto you, all manner of sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men; but the Flas- 
phemy against the Holy Spirit shall not be forgiven 
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unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word against 
the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him ; but whosoever 
speaketh against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be for- 
given him, neither in this world, neither in the world 
to come.” ; 
Now let us turn to Mark, third chapter and twenty- — 
eighth and twenty-ninth verses: ‘Verily I say unto 
you, all sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, 
_and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blas- i 
pheme. But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy 1 é, 
Spirit hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of. Bs: 
eternal damnation, because they said, He hath an un- 
clean spirit.” . f 
Now let us read Luke, twelfth chapter, and ninth 
and tenth verses: ‘‘But he that denieth me before 
men shall be denied before the angels of God. And 
whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, 4 
it shall be forgiven him; but unto him that blasphe- | 
meth against the Holy Spirit it shall not be forgiven.” 
Now we have the three, Matthew, Mark and Luke, — 
that speak in regard to it, and the reading of it at. 
once leaves the impression upon our minds that it is 
utterly impossible to have forgiveness after we have — 
committed the sin against the Holy Spirit, and that it : 
is, indeed, the unpardonable sin. y 
Well, that is certainly true, but there are questions ae 
that arise in the minds of thoughtful men and women. a ; ; 
If we sin against God, it shall be forgiven; if we sin 
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against Jesus Christ, it shall be forgiven; if we sin 
against the Holy Spirit it shall zo¢ be forgiven ; there- 
fore, the Holy Spirit is greater than God Almighty, 
and Jesus Christ, his Son! Can that be, and these 










step right here very carefully, or we are going to make 
a tremendous mistake, and we don’t want to make a 
‘mistake in preaching on this subject. We do not want 
e idea that the God of Vea? and Fgh that ‘the 


in a the universe. Noo but if we take ihe position 






the Spirit i is the only Being that we can sin against 


\ 
5 t 


of course, we can avoid sinning against him, can 





and. sin against God, and against Christ, and still 
forgiveness. right along ? Is that it? That seems 





to be the idea that some will get from it. But I want 
ou to. step carefully now, because it is certainly an 





three be one? No, no. Now, you see, we have to | 


that will cause us to commit the unpardonable sineeey 


By iti and clear point for us to see when we - 
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them; they know not what they do.” You may ask 
me whether they committed the sin against the Holy . 
Spirit when they were putting Jesus to death? Not 
the sin we are calling unpardonable. Why? Because — : 
the Holy Spirit had not as yet commenced his mis- 
sion in the world for the conversion of the world ; the — 
Holy Spirit had not as yet come to perform his work 
in the conversion of the world. When Jesus used the 
language that we now have before us, some have 
a dar it to mean that ee eve had committed the 


charged Jesus with eee out devils through Beelze. 
bub, the prince of devils. This is a mistake. If they 


they could not be forgiven when they sinned against — 
the Spirit. But they could not sin against the Holy 
Spirit until the Holy Spirit had come to ee his Pika 


it aude for a man to commit the unpardonable i 
Therefore, ihc must og the question eu 


the Son. But under the Cre aspera we 
must hear the teachings of the Holy Spirit, and accept 
of his conditions, or be lost. Why? Simply ie 
there is no other person in the Godhead. The last ve 
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person in the Godhead has come, and revealed to us 
the wonderful truths that pertain to the eternal welfare 
of mankind; and there being no other person in, the 
Godhead, to make known any way of life and salva- 
tion, we must hear what he says, or we must be lost. 
No salvation now without hearing the Spirit of God as 
_ spoken in the gospel of the Son of God. 
; Now, of course, we have the Spirit in different, per- 
ie sons, under different dispensations. God has always 
ki spoken by his Spirit. In the antediluvian age, the 
Lord said, ‘‘My Spirit shall not always strive with 
“man.” The antediluvians were destroyed. His Spirit 
would not always strive with them. We find in First 
eter where the declaration is made by the apostle 
that God by his Spirit, in the days of Noah, while the 
ark was a preparing, spoke to the antediluvians. That 
as the time when Christ in spirit spoke through 
Noah, and gave warning of the great destruction that 
as to come. So that very Christ who died for us, by 
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chance at them! We iil have to follow Christ; if he 
had to go to hell and preach, we will have to go to 
















hell and preach! I don’t want to goat all; I don’t 
think I will have to go at all; I think the mistake is 
simply in not understanding the teaching of God in ‘ 








the Scriptures in regard to the time when his Spirit 
preached to these spirits in prison. The Spirit was 1M 
doing the warning, but how did the Spirit operate upon — er 
the hearts of the people in the antediluvian ae 
Why, by speaking through Noah ; that is how. 
not by going to this man and scaring him, and ae 7 
‘him dream awfully bad dreams at night; and then 
scaring that woman, and making her dream that she 











was going to die at a certain time. The Spirit don’ t 
ass people believe that pee very wond: 


upon their Lee organs, than it does upon the come ; 
dition of their souls. A great many people have a ae 









wrong idea as to the operation of the Spirit of God a 
They Be 


eueplaip that it is ihe Spirit operating, but they get a a 


when their liver is not in the right condition. 
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only help you to be a better man. But I don’t want 
you to have a mistaken idea in regard to the matter ; A “id 
I don’t want you to think that this matter of being a ey 
Christian depends upon some peculiar feelings that 
you are going to have, some peculiar dream that you 
are going to have. Do n't calculate that you are sim- 
_ ply going to dream your way into heaven. The time 

gee eee We Spirit of God moved certain prophets of 
fs so that they had pa passing 
bee them, in regard to future events. Me made 


_ But no man ever a a vision except for the 
fit of some other people or man. No man was — 
ina trance simply for his own good. No man — 
had a vision simply for his own individual good. / 
ae ever saw any particular light from heaven for if 
n personal good. No man or woman was ever 
ee er, had a vision, except for the benefit OFe 
s. And in olden times they always had some-— 

: good to tell the people 1 when they came out of 
something: that was beneficial to the people. 
oe ee had control of the matter. I don’t 


2 very os Shing ay my eyes wide Sal So 
beeen a me ‘that aaa have been in a trance 








_have gone to heaven and come back to tell us wonder- — 





102 UPDIKE’S SERMONS. 











tage to the world at all. Such visions are simply for 
the individual’s own personal good. I think there is a_ 
mistake somewhere. I never could get into a trance. 
T never tried very hard, and I haven’t very much faith 
in that kind of operation. I think Christianity is a 
common sense affair, and my investigation of the ques- 
tion is such as to settle my mind that there i is not ae 4 
thing in modern visions but a farce. ; 7 

It won't do for you to come up and tell me that — 


a 


you know individuals that have had these trances, and 


ful things. I remember now of a certain young man © 
going into a trance—and:he was one of the wickedest 
men in the town. He stayed in a trance all night. | 
Late in the morning he came to, and he announced | 
that he would Preach in the church at night, and tell — 
what he had seen when he was in the trance. Every 
body wanted to get inside that house to hear what 
that man had seen in his trance. The house was 
crowded long before the time. He came and took his 
position on the stand, and began to tell about seeing _ 
in his trance a man who had died a few days before of — 
delerium tremens. He met him in heaven, and he : 
was happy up there! Another old saloon- “keeper, | in 

this trance, he met, and he, too, had gone to glory, tf 
and he was happy. And then his brother: the news 
had come a few days before that his brother had been 
killed up in the pineries in the State of Michigan, and 
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he claimed that he saw his brother there. His brother 
was also a very wicked boy. He had everybody cry- 
ing about what he saw up in heaven. He saw all the 
hard cases that had died for years up in heaven, and 
they were all happy and safe, and getting along 
grandly. Now, that would have done very well if his 
brother had not come home the next day! He just 
saw a fellow that looked like him—a mistake! 

I will tell you, my friends, that God Almighty has 
arranged better things for us, so that we do not need 
to depend upon visions and upon dreams to-day, to 
know whether we are right or not. God Almighty, 
by the Holy Spirit, has revealed to us the way of life 
and salvation. We have revealed to us the will of 
God, that brings to us the great conditions of salvation, 
and telling us what sin is. For no man would under- 


stand to-day what sin is if it were not for the teachings 


of the Spirit of God; and no man knows to-day who 


ies is his Saviour but by the teachings of the Spirit of 
God; and no man can understand to-day what he has 
to do in order to be saved from sin and made happy 
in glory, save by ‘the teachings of the Spirit of 
he God. 


And how does the Spirit do his work? is the ques- 


tion of all questions to us. The Holy Spirit used the 


organs of speech, the speech of men, the organs of 
speech of the twelve apostles, to make known to the 


world, in words, the great salvation which is provided 
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for us. So it is words we hear, words we believe. 
Words are the expression of ideas, and it is God’s idea 
to make known the gospel in words, that men can be 
saved through Jesus Christ, who has died for them. 
I remember a man in Ohio, and he was a very nice a 
appearing man at one time, and was a very religious _ 
man up until he was nearly fifty years old, when he _ 
got the idea that he had committed the unpardonable < 
sin; and he had it so strongly fixed in his mind that 
he became a raving maniac. I visited him, and found” 
him shut up in an asylum, profaning the name of God. Bt: 
He had known me as well. as he had any living man. iy 
Thad been with him time and again. When he saw 
me he said: ‘‘ Young man, I am damned; I have : 
sinned against the Holy Ghost; there is no hope for ; 
mei 


yo 


And then what a fearful volley of oaths came “ag 
from that man! He had committed the unpardonable - 
sin in his own estimation. What made him think he® 
had committed that unpardonable sin? Well, jus 
because he had done some wrong thing, and misun- 
Mderstood: Goes teachings in regard to it. He had a 
_ done wrong after he had become a Christian, and then | ‘ 
he had read: ‘‘For if we sin willfully after we havea 
received the knowledge of the truth, ‘there remains no a 
of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour. 

the, adversaries” (Heb. x. 27). I don’t believe it a 
sin unless it is willful. An Lidia may tell a thing) be 
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ae that is not exactly true, but not willfully. He may 
ae get it from somebody else, and his motive may be 
good; and do we think that God Almighty would 
hold a man guilty of lying when he didn’t do it will- 
fully? No; God Almighty does not hold a man 
guilty of a thing that he doesn’t do with the motive 
and with the determination of willfully and purposely 
committing a sin against God. No, God is a God of 



























oe -ncrcy. : 
ke ie Suppose this man had been guilty ae swearing after 
he had become a Christian. ‘Was that sinning against 
Holy Spirit ? Yes, because the Holy Spirit for- 
swearing. If he had lied purposely, would that 


e been sinning against the Holy Spiritieg ay ess 


at. What is the great sin of the world? What is 
damning sin? That sin which denies that Jesus 


ow 


ist is the Son of God, and the Saviour of sinners, 


Ny _ ae 
God Almighty’ s will. Rejecting Jesus Christ as the 


ence there is no hope for you. | ; 
So God Almighty has sent his only Son, ae he 
arranged for our salvation, and the Holy Spirit 


On ws ae of Pentecost, Nala 97 33; the ue 


ng, or any other sin? Yes. Would that have 
n the unpardonable sin? No; it does not mean fy 


rd the only sacrifice for sin, and the revelation of 


; of the living God is rejecting your Saviour, and — 


has come and revealed. to us the conditions of salva- 
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world; and for the first time in the history of our 
world such a thing as the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
was known. They were bathed with this heavenly 
glory and effulgence, and endowed with that special 
power which enabled them to speak with other 
tongues. Jesus had said in the gospel'as recorded by 
John: ‘‘If Igo not away, the Comforter will notcome; 
but if I depart, I will send him unto you.” And — 
further: ‘‘When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
will guide you into all truth; for he shall not speak ol 


speak. And he will show you things to come Re 
(John xvi. 7-13). That is, the Holy Spirit was. to be 
within them, and abide in the living Church forever. 
And hence we have the living Spirit in the Church. ; 
The Church is of God and of Christ. The Holy Sa ae 
is the life of the body. : 

Here is my body, and my spirit in my hod is the 
life of the peers a do you think that ‘ can tell ONG : 


to save my soul. But aoe you believe it doaea : 
Yes. The ‘‘inner man” is there. And “though _ 
our outward man perish, yet the inward man is 
renewed day by day” (II. Cor. iv. 16). I can not 
explain how the spirit is the life of the body; I can 
not explain how this spirit is in the child that is born 
. into the world. But the spirit is there. Ivean not 
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born of water; but we do. I can not explain how the 
He, spirit is within the body; but it is there. 

Jesus gathers about him his disciples, the Church 
- in an elementary form. He gathers the different 
Be parts that are to become the body, and after it is all 
gathered together, before he ascends to heaven, he 
gives life to the Church; he breathes upon that body, 
his disciples, and says unto them, ‘‘Receive ye the 


¢ Spirit yet; but they were his disciples. Yes, although 
ay had not fecelves the Holy Spirit, ey were his 





bled to speak with other tongues, and make 


wn the conditions of salvation to those who heard 


|The Church gets its life when the Spirit comes 
into the body; and if the world wants this life, it 
i ae come into the body where the Spirit is. Talk 
Bn Beout the ae eae oaee of the: body!) The 





it affects you, is by you norte to ane is said. 
‘I come to you and talk in an angry spirit, I am 





Holy Spirit.” The disciples didn't have the Holy — 
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apt to make you feel pretty much like I do; if I 
talk kindiy and quietly and lovingly to you, it is 
very liable to produce that kind of a feeling in you. 
And thus the Spirit speaks to us in words. pe: 

So, my friends, we come to the Spirit of God, B 
and we study that Spirit. And as we read the Boat <4 
of God we catch the kind of spirit that uttered these 
words; and hence in your own heart you have 
proper feeling, because the truth of God comes home 
to your heart and produces that feeling, and you | 
have an earnest desire in your heart to get rid o 
your sins and to come to Jesus Christ. 

Then what is the sin against the Holy Spiri 
Why, rejecting the testimony of the Spirit that Jesu 
is the Christ, the Son of the living God. So Brothe 
John says, ‘‘There is a sin that is unto death,’ 
Yes, my friends, there is a sin that is unto death! — 

I would like to know what good it would do to : 
pray for a man who does not believe in Jesus Chri 
and does not propose to believe in him? “The 
‘is a sin unto death; I do not say that he should pray 
for it” (1. John v.16). A man once turned to m 
and said, ‘‘My brother, don’t you pray for every- 
body in the world that they may be saved?”’ ‘‘No. ede : “a 
“Why not?” “I don’t believe they will all be — 
saved; and I must not pray without faith; I don’ 
believe they will all be saved.” ‘‘ Well,” he replied, 
“‘T supposed you prayed for everybody to be saved,’ 


a 
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qi _ -‘That is just what John says that you need not pray 
for. Here was a man trying to prove universal sal- 
vation. And so we have this text here that says, 
“There is a sin unto death; I do not say that 
we should pray for it.” A man sins against God 
A Almighty all the days of his life, and rejects the 
counsel of God until he comes down to the hour of 






















- death, and then sends for some preacher to come and 
a py for apo It is all soe for the preacher to 89, 


ne he bite not to do. Some ae Hint that 
a man is going right up to heaven if he just calls a 
as cher in shortly before he dies. They will have 
better preachers than I have been if they save 


8 bate the come to ee me often. ‘He Tonia 
“1 like your preaching first rate; if I should 
elieve anything, it would be that.” He was a neigh- 
tie mine, a doctor, and a pretty smart kind of a i 
18 Ria to him one day, ‘‘See here, Doctor, 

yes get sick and think you are going to die, after 
“have done all I have to try to get you to be a 
istian, don’t call on me, will you?”’ He said, 

Ras Well, I will see about it; if I should call on any- 


, 





ee it would be en you.” I said, ‘‘Don’t tae do 
I give you fair warning that I will not go.” After 


‘ing away ona ‘trip, I came home one night on the 
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midnight train. I was hardly in the house when 
they told me of the Doctor dying that evening, 
They said he wanted you to come; ‘‘he sent over for. 4 
you several times, and could hardly die until he saw sh 

» you.” Tasked, ‘‘ What did he want me for?” They 
replied, ‘‘To pray for him.” I said, ‘‘I told him ify 
he got sick and was going to die, that I would 

not go.” * 
If a man is in good health, and has the Oppor- 

tunity of serving God, but willfully rejects the Spir 7 
1 of God, and does everything in his power to trample 
it down, when he comes to die, why, let him die that 
way—no use for preachers to bother about it. And 
if you want to be a man, be one. If you want tone 
live in the service of the devil, and in the company 
of the devil all the days of your life, let that be your. 
company when you come to die. If it is good enough 
to live by, it ought to be good enough to die bytes 
If I ever go into the service of the old devil, when I — 
come to die I am not going to throw the sinfulness — 
of my life into the face of the great God of Heaven. : 
No, be a man, and don’t send around for a preacher 5, 
to pray for you. Be a man, and you won’t be such - 
a big coward when you are sick. There is a great : 
deal in being a man when you are well; then you — 
will not have so much fear when you come to die, — 


If you pray when you are well, you won’t need so 
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think when they are sick that everybody must pray. 
Why, it is just as necessary to pray when you are 
well as it is when you are sick? 

i oe An old lady said to me one time, “I want you 


to pray for me every day, for if I ever get to heaven 



























it will be by your prayers.” I said, ‘‘I do n't be- 
lieve you will ever get there then. You are making 
~amistake. Do your own praying, and don’t depend 
, upon somebody else’s prayers, or somebody else’s 
~ work.” Do your own duty: that is what the religion 
of Jesus Christ is for. 

ipo the Holy Spirit came first in’ words. Did the 
: Holy Spirit convert them on the day of Pentecost? 
--Yes. How? By words through Peter. The Holy 
Spirit through him spake words, and Peter was no 
more to blame for what he said upon the day of 
Pentecost than this instrument is to blame for the 
kind of tune that Brother Hawes plays upon it. 
‘It was the Holy Spirit speaking through him. They 
were told not to take thought as to what they should 
say, for the Holy Spirit would make it known to 


them, and the Holy Spirit still speaks through them, 
- Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
ue name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and 
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For 
the promise is unto you, -and to your children, and 
to all that are afar off.’’ There were three thousand 





them. And then the Holy Spirit spoke through 


Pa, 


say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. ons 


_Iet him take the water of life freely.” The Spirit sa 
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people converted on Pentecost by one sermon, and 
now it takes three thousand sermons to make one 

















convert, and then it is a poor one sometimes! — : 
Were these three thousand converted? You 
How? By the Holy Spirit, through words. Ho aaa 
Through Peter telling them what they had to do t a 
be saved. Then they did what the Holy Spirit di na , 
rected them to do. They believed what the H 
Spirit said, and they received the conditions fre 
the Holy Spirit, and were saved the same day. 2 
This idea of the Holy Spirit making some miraculot 
movement upon the heart or mind of man that 
‘lead him in some mysterious way, is simply a mist 
idea. You want to get rid of that idea, because 


| Spirit that will lead you different Srom the Word of 
zs not the Holy Spirit. 


Jesus is the Saviour of sinners. Will you con 
it to-night? Will you come to-night with all 

heart, listening to what the Holy Spirit says? Don’t 
sit there and wait for the Holy Spirit to come; th 

Holy Spirit is here to-night. «If you will bea 
voice, arden not your hearts.” Don’t wait un 
to-morrow. ‘‘To- -day,”’ the Holy Spirit says, ‘ “if ye 4 
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.” 3) 
what the Holy. Spirit says. ‘The Spirit and the br ‘, 


let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will 
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a ‘©Come,”’ just like Jesus does. And the Church says, 
““Come ;” they are all saying it. 

I received a card from Brother Patterson. He tells 
of attending the funeral of a young lady by the name 
of Coffey, who, at the age of thirteen, came sixty 
miles to hear me preach, when I was at McPherson, 
Kansas, and that she might confess Christ and be bap- 

i tized. She died as a faithful follower of Christ. 
5a Will you, young men and young women, boys and 
girls, and men and women, whoever you may be, if 
you have not Christ as your Saviour, will you come to- } 
ght? Hear the voice of God and obey his directions, 
F you would be saved and happy eternally! May 
| help you to come while we arise and sing. a 






































THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. 


“«T will come again.” —/John xiv, 3 


i Jesus is coming again! Every heart should be ~ 
made glad. All the earth should rejoice at the Bio 
ise of the Lord Jesus Christ that he ‘‘will con 
again.” | . 
npve ii there: 1s any one . subject that gives joy ie 
believer’s heart and that is calculated to impress — ; 
thoughtful mind, it is the subject of the second co 
ing of Christ. If you should ask me what one su 
a “ject in the Bible there is most said about, I would 

« ms answer you, ‘‘In my opinion there is more said abou 


. esphets ae old i, speaking of his Se, comin 
ye itas: well as of his first coming, and I have thoug. 
sometimes that the Jerr in welt eae of t 


Ba with My, power, and to overthrow their ene 
when he came; and ae that in ‘their lark 
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had reference to his coming in that way, and I think 
aoe that we should have more patience with the Jews 
bist in rejecting Jesus Christ as they did because of the 
t Aa serious mistake they made in examining the prophe- 











cies respecting his coming. Pit 

The prophets themselves did not understand their Mea 
own prophecies at the time they uttered them and 
_ gave a description of things that were to transpire; 
i and not understanding them themselves, we would 
ay not expect the people to understand them until they 
as fulfilled. And when they were fulfilled, if they 












And so, if - there is any ae in. 
Bible that fe been the cause of a confusion 










er pa his followers in their Pen tans of 
_ prophecies as to the time when Jesus was to 
1e in person the second time, “without sin unto 
ition,’’ the excitement of the people was wonder- 






as some of you who are older than I will remem- 
You remember how some, because -of their. Reo Bh 





f in these things, were led to do things and to 
how, finally, 
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some became skeptical respecting the divine revelation, | 
and others mocked at the doctrine, thinking there was 
nothing in it; and others compromised, taking the 
position that he had already come, and that.he never 
would come again; that he had come in spirit on the. fe 
day of Pentecost; while others still took the position ai 
that he came at the destruction of Jerusalem, A. D. 7m 
We are not here to-night, neither have we time 
we desired, to enter into the various positions take 


Lord. Iam an Adventist as far as the Bible teaches © 
the advent of Jesus Christ into the world; I am . 
Adventist just se far as the Bible is Adventist. A 1 
I am a Baptist just so far as the Bible is Baptist. ag 
And I am.a Methodist just so far as the Bible is ae 
Methodist. And I am a Catholic just so far as 
Bible is Catholic. And I am a Presbyterian just 
far as the Bible is Presbyterian. And I ama Uni- 
versalist just so far as the Bible is Universalist. 
I believe in taking all truths from all sources, 
making them all help me along in life, and to b 
me up in the Master’s holy faith, and in the hop 
of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 43 
Now, the question to-day is not “What do o 
people say?” and ‘What do other denominatio . 
cence But a Wana did Christ eu the epost 
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“If any man speak not as the oracles of God, it is 
because there is no light in him.”’ 

Then to the question in regard to the coming of 
the Lord. If you were to ask me to-night, ‘‘ Do 
you believe his second coming is very near at hand ?” 
I would answer you, ‘‘I don’t know whether it is 
or not.” There are so many things that I don't 
know, that if you were to ask me to stop and tell 
you all the things I don’t know, and I were to stay 
here in Emporia until I told you all about the 
things I don’t know, I don’t know when I would 
get away! But when you ask me about the coming 
of Christ and the signs of his coming, we ought to 
examine them, for we have signs given in the Script- 
ures of Divine Truth that ought to help us to under- 
stand this question. -If I were to tell you, from my 
understanding of the Scriptures, about the coming of 
Jesus Christ being within this year, or next year, or 
in the year 1900, or in the next one hundred years, 
why, I don’t know about that. I want to say to 
you I don’t believe Christ will come again, and that 
this world of ours will be destroyed, until it becomes 
so exceedingly wicked —so fearfully bad —that it is 
not worth sparing any longer, and that all the reason 
why the world is standing to-day is because there 
are good people enough in it to save it. Yes, that 


is the reason it is standing to-night. All that we 


are enjoying we owe to the good people in this world 
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of ours; they are the ones who have saved it and 
preserved it up to the present time. 

We take up the antediluvian age, and we Hang that 
God did not destroy the world until it became so fear- 
fully wicked that there wasn’t enough good in it to 
pay to save it; consequently he destroyed it, with all 
the wicked in it, but saved all out of it that were 
worth saving; that was Noah and his family. And 
we come to poder and Gomorrah; eas were os 


ten, And you know God ani to save 'Soaa e: 
and Gomorrah if there could be even ten righteous: 
persons found there. Ten good people would ayaa 
saved those fearfully wicked cities. 

We have Jesus saying that the disciples are th 
salt of the earth; but if the salt have lost ig savor 
wherewith shall it be salted?”’ Also, ‘‘Ye are th 
light of the world.” So, as long as there are disciple 


8 


of Jesus Christ that are good and true and obedient t 
God, that long. this world of ours is going to stanc 
for, when it is destroyed again, it will be pal 


know not God, and obey not the a, of our Lor 
his Son. 
bite eh preached ‘his first sermon, Niu 
ie eal 
yet pet , 


4 
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that in that discourse he delivered that portion which 
had reference to his first advent, but stopped when he 
came to that portion which had reference to his second 
coming. If he had read just another sentence he 
would have read: ‘‘The day of vengeance of our 
God.” That had reference to the second coming of 
Christ. He is coming in vengeance. That will be. 
fh “the day of the vengeance of our God.” He simply 
‘had reference to the first advent of Christ; but when 
ee he began to teach his disciples, again and again did he 
m? call attention to the fact that he was going to come 
gain, and that they were to look for it; that they 
ata to keep ready and prepared for it. And when 
we read the twenty-fourth and twenty- -fifth and twenty- 
ixth chapters of Matthew, we find that he answers 
fee important questions which had been put to him 
yt e his disciples. If you will read the third verse of 
the twenty- fourth chapter of the Gospel as recorded 





























im by his disciples. The first question is, ‘‘ When 
shall these things be?” (That is, the destruction of 

nealeni) The second is, ‘‘And the signs of thy 
coming?” And the third, ‘‘ The end of the world?” 
hree questions propounded by his disciples, and he 
nswers them in order ; and eel get mixed up here 


yence never went on with ‘ite argument of the Bea 
Examine the twenty-fifth and twenty- -sixth chapters, 


“dhe aye nt ky f 
- Wales he GR ed ab fn aie he? 


Matthew, you will find three questions propounded — 
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and they illustrate in various ways, the end of the 
world, and the coming of Jesus Christ. So he says in 
regard to Noah. ‘‘As it was in the days of Noah, so ~ 
shall it be in the days of the coming of the Son of — 
man.” They ate, and drank, and married, and were 
given in marriage, until Noah entered into the ark. — 
- They were not prepared for the destruction of the - 
world at all. ‘ 
A man might preach to-day about Christ’ s coming, | 

and preach against sin, and give warning upon every 
hand; and yet the people think, because God is long: 
suffering, that they can go on and enjoy life and have 





the pleasures of life, and console themselves with the 
thought that they have time enough yet to turn frot 






sin and accept of Jesus Christ as their Saviour. And 







- conversions can be made only by the gospel of Jesus 
Christ; that no man can be thoroughly and sincerely 
converted to God and his truth who does n’t use his 
head and think about it. The reason why more 
people are not coming to Gist rae is because sates “4 
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come to Christ when you feel like it, and the reason 
you dont feel like it is because you don’t think 
enough about it. That is the trouble, and the reason 
people don’t have more joy in the thought of the 
second coming of the Lord is because they don't 
think more about it. If they would only think about 
it, it would make their hearts glad, and they would 
certainly be more careful in their lives, and thus lead 
others to accept Christ sooner. 

A lady in Watertown, Dakota, had not been to a 
religious service for a long time. We were holding 
services in the opera-house, and she came one day and 
brought her little girl, and the first sermon we had 
was upon the subject of the second coming of Christ. 
The little girl had never been to church before in her 
life, and on the way home she said: ‘‘Mamma, will 
~ God come, indeed, to Watertown? If God comes to 
Watertown, we had better be doing right.” And I 
tell you that is a great question. Will God come, 
indeed, to our town? It struck the heart of that 
mother, and she thought about it sufficiently to feel upon 
the-sulject; and feeling upon the subject, she acted 

accordingly, and entered the kingdom of God’s grace. 

Now, people pay but ie attention to warnings. 
When the flood at Johnstown was coming, you know 
that a messenger went through the streets upon horse- 
back, giving warning that the great reservoir was 
about to break above them, and that certain destruc- 
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tion would come upon them. But the people said: ‘‘ We 
have heard that story before.”” The news had been 
going out before that there would be a break in the dam, 
and that it would destroy the city. Did they take 
warning? A few scattering people believed the warn- — os 
ing, fled to the hills and mountains, and were saved; 
but the majority went on ‘‘ marrying and giving in mar- — 
riage,’ went on with their playing of cards, and’ their 
drinking, and their gambling, and their wickedness ir: 







general, until destruction was upon them. They paid F 
n no attention to it until it was too late, and hundreds of © e 

lives were lost. They might have been saved if they : 
would. So, my brother, just as sure as God reigns in 
: heaven, you might be saved if you would. It is not. °b 
because God has not given the warning that you are 
not saved; it is because you would not be saved. 
You remember, some few years ago, that a theater 
took fire in the city of New York, and a great many 
p were destroyed in the flames of the burning building. BS 
The manager stepped upon the stage, and walked out 
in front. All upon the stage seemed to be on fire and 
blazing! And the manager said, ‘Ladies and gentle. 
men, I don’t want to excite you, but please get out of th 
this building as quickly as possible ; the theater is on 
fire.” It didn’t move them immediately. Another _ a.” 
man, in another part of the house, got up and said, Pe 
‘Keep still, ladies and gentleman; that is a part of we 
the play ;” and they kept their seats. And by and ay 
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the manager rushed upon the stage and said, ** For 
God’s sake, people, get out! The building is on fire, 
and you'll all be destroyed if you do ntget outs 
And this other man rose up and cried out, ‘‘ People, 
stay where you are; just keep still, people, just keep 
still; that is part of the play!” And they kept still, 
and what was the result? The ‘‘play’’ went on; yes, 
and the fire, too, and they were destroyed. 

To-day, God’s Spirit is warning every man and 
every woman, everywhere, of the destruction that is 
awaiting them. But there are those who stand back 
and say, ‘‘keep still; that’s part of the play, it be- 
longs to the preachers, and belongs to the Church, to 
_ try to get you in if they can; that’s part of the play.” 
And so the devil is getting the advantage of you. 
Destruction is coming upon you soon, and the great 
question of ‘‘ What shall I do to be saved?’ is lost 
sight of entirely. 

Let us come to-night, with this great matter before | 
us, and examine the question of the destruction that 
awaits this world of ours and all who reject the counsel 
of God. How gladI am that Jesus used the words of 
my text, and of the circumstances under which he 
used them. The poor, sad, broken-hearted disciples 
that he had gathered around him began to understand 
that he would be taken from them, and that his life 
would be taken. Oh, how sad they felt! And instead 
of them being the comforters of the Lord, the Lord 
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himself becomes their comforter, and he said to his 
disciples: ‘‘Let not your hearts be troubled; ye 
believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s / 
house are many mansions; if it were not so,-I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you; and if 
I go away and prepare a place for you,I will come 
again and will receive you unto myself, that where I 
am, there ye may be also” (John xiv. 1-3). How 
grand, how comforting, indeed! Jesus says, before he 
leaves, ‘‘I will come again.” 

When I bid my family farewell, sometimes to go 
thousands of miles, I always tell them, “I will come 
again as soon as I can.”” And when the time nears, 
how anxiously they wait, and hom the letters come, 
saying, ‘‘ We are so glad you are coming soon,” It 
does them good, and they watch, you know. They 
watch the trains; and every hack that drives by is 
watched to see if I am there. If I were at home 
to-day, and my mother, or my wife’s mother, should ; 
write and say, ‘‘I am coming next week,” don’t you -< 
think we would get the best room in the house fixed 
up, and get everything in shape to make her happy, 
because we would be so glad to see her when she 
came. ‘‘Mother is coming! She doesn’t say what 
day, and she does n’t say what train. Nor does she 
say what road she is coming on; but she is coming to 
see us!” Here are different roads that she might come 
on, and different times when she might come, and 
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what are we going to do about it? Well, of course, | 
my wife would say to me, “You must watch 
trains.”’ SO we watch and look. And suppose 
there is a midnight train; my wife would say to me, 
“You must watch that midnight train , it would be 
too bad if she would come here in this city at midnight 
and no one there to meet her; you must watch the 
midnight train.” We do n’t know what train she is 
coming on, and so we watch all of them. I go to the 
train, and I watch, and I wait; and when the train 
comes in I watch and wait to see if mother gets off 
the train. By and by I see the one whom I love so 
dearly! She steps out from the coach, and I greet her 
gladly and with joyful heart. I press a kiss upon her 
lips. How glad I am to meet mother at the train, and 
to take her to our home! How glad to do something 
to make her happy and to show my appreciation of 
her kindness and her love! 

But there are people there who don’t care about 
that at all; they were not looking for my mother; it 


don’t affect them a bit. So, only the disciples of 


Jesus are looking for him to come, and when he 
comes they are the ones who will be glad. But the 
ungodly and the unbelieving who do not believe his 
glorious truth, and who have not made the necessary 
preparation of heart and life, are not looking for him, 
and he will come to them ‘‘as a thief in the night.” 
Yes, he is going to come upon the wicked as a thief in 
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the night, but ‘‘to those who look for him shall he 
appear the second time without sin [or a sin offering } 
unto salvation ’’ (Heb. ix. 28), 
That is the eternal salvation, my brother, my sis- 
ter; that is the salvation forever. We talk about 
eternal salvation; that is just what God’s peoplé are 
going to enjoy. We have redemption, then, through 


a _ Jesus Christ. The dead shall be raised, and they 





will be redeemed from the grave. The body and 
spirit of the saint will be redeemed forever. That is 
eternal salvation, and we have not this salvation an 
that time comes. ) | 

But how is Teens coming? Well, if you will read 


Acts of the Apostles, first chapter and eleventh verse, _ i 


you will find the declaration of the angel. I love to — 
hear news from an angel, especially when it is record- 
_ edin the Book. We find that he will come, literally. 
_ What does it say? <‘‘Ye men of Galilee, why stand 
ye here gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus 
_ which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come — 
in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 
We turn to First Thessalonians, fourth chapter and 
sixteenth verse, and Paul says: ‘‘For the Lord | 
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of an archangel, and with the trump Lone 
God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” So it is 
not the Holy Spirit who is coming; it is the Lord 

himself. “He shall come in the clouds of heaven.” _ 
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Turn to Revelation, first chapter and seventh verse: 
‘‘Behold, he cometh with clouds.’’ Read Matthew, 
twenty-fourth chapter and thirtieth verse, and he 
says: ‘‘ And they shall see the Son, of man coming 
in the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory.”’ 
He ascended in the clouds; he is coming in the 
clouds. And he is coming, too, with power and great 
ae glory. That is what they expected under the old 
Se dispensation—not understanding that he would come — 
























in Ba nnimility 


“the holy angels. You need not tell me that we can 
mistaken abone that—‘‘with all the holy anes —_— 


Oe) ‘all the eae with him.” All’ the 
ls with him! He is coming, then, my friends, 


‘heaven the angels of God came and guided and 
ed him back to the Tee Nona 











| They who have been redeemed by his blood, 
who have already ee into the Draven wags 


We Sines Fess we =a the holy angels, and 





Is. 





| Then, in the next ieee he shall come with all : ale: 


ha wonderful army of angels. When he ascended 


ten, Ponstel of his saints.’ ighiatst Who are i 


Te that allacavie i it 











them. Won't that be a wonderful day—a great time © 


‘but that will be the most wonderful of all. 


is, the everlasting kingdom of our God shall be estab-_ 
lished forever and ever. “Likewise ye, when ye see 
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that so? Yes, God is going to be right along with 














indeed. We have here, in Titus ii. 11, a ‘‘ looking 

for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of my 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” So — 
we have Jesus, the holy angels, ten thousand of his — 
saints, and lastly, God himself—all coming when Jesus 
comes again. That will certainly be a wonderful 
time. You may have seen great crowds, my friends, | 


He shall come in flaming fire. ‘<The Lord jag 
Christ shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty — 
angels in flaming fire’ (II. Thess. i. 7, 8). Why 
then it is that the kingdom of God shall come; that 














these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdo 
of God is nigh at hand.” That is the time when 
eye of God will be fully established in all the 
world, and when the righteous shall govern the la % 
and his kingdom will be universal. The wicked wile a 
not be looking for him until they see him, andthen 
it will be too late to do any good. Well have Inger- 


ae 


soll make confession that day,,and we’ll have To: 





THE SECOND ADVENT. 129. 


















every unbeliever will be making confession that day. 

You will have to make the good confession that day 
_that ‘Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
The best way in the world is to make it here now 
before it is too late! The time is coming when you 
will have to make it, my friends; just as sure as God 
reigns in heaven you will have to make it. ‘‘ And 
es the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him. Then shall he sit upon the 


all nations.” Here they are, all nations. They are 
coming from the east and from the west, and from 
e north and from the south —all nations shall e Rd 
1ered before him. The great Shepherd will ‘set 
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on ie 
” He shall say to those upon his left, ‘ ‘ Depart 
a me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for 
> devil and his Peed ee those on the Pgh He 


pete Ae re you from the iibindd 
the world ; for I was hungry, and ye gave me meat; 
s thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger, 
ye took me in ; ; naked, and ye clothed me; I was | 
oe ve visited me; I was in prison, and ye came “ 
- They: shall say, “ Lord, when saw we 
Lae Reeth etc., and ministered unto thee?” / | 
id he shall Say, “Inasmuch as a did it unto the is 


nrone of his glory, and before him shall be gathered 
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So the religion of Jesus Christ is something you 
are to do ; something you are to practice. The peo- 
ple say, ‘‘ Peace, peace.’’ Yes, let us have peace; 
everybody believe what they want to believe! Oh, 
yes, let us have peace; speak pleasant and smooth 
things, for the people are very anxious to have pleas- 
ant things spoken to them! And they are ‘crying, 
‘*Peace, peace,” when there is no peace. One of the 
evidences of the coming of Christ is when preachers 
will go around and advertise ‘‘ pleasant things!” Itis: 

one of the evidences that he is coming, as sure as 


smooth things now. No time for those things that a 
calculated to soothe peopléte=sleep. Any man tha 
dares compromise God Almigity’s truth for the sa 
of a few paltry dollars is unworthy the name of mar 
It is no time to cry ‘‘ peace and safety.” For ‘‘as 
the days that were before the flood they were eati 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
_ the day that Noah entered into the ark, and knew not 


ih also the coming of the Son of man be.” Matther 
“twenty-fourth chaptet and thirty-eight and thirty-nint 


not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of.’ 





Away with this idea of crying ‘‘ Peace and safety . 
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or speak of peace! God wants you, my brother, to 
hear the truth. First Thessalonians, fourth chapter 
and sixteenth verse: ‘‘For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel and with the trump of God, and the 
- dead in Christ shall rise first.” And the living and 
- the dead shall be judged before God, all judged before 


quick and the dead at his appearing, and his king- 
dom.” So it is at his appearing that he shall judge the 
quick and the dead—that is, the living and the dead. 
The saints shall obtain redemption. 


: to-day; and when the body is brought forth from ‘the 
"grave, at the second coming of Christ, then shall we 


man ‘coming in power and great gslormi a Andy 


en these things begin to come to pass, then look up 


eth nigh.’ ’ Luke, twenty-first chapter and twenty- 
eighth verse. The saints shall all be gathered to 





am Boke new “Mark, thirteenth chapter and 


To twenty- -seventh verse. Then again the bodies of the 
saints shall be ‘‘changed,”’ and ‘‘made like unto his 


_ God and the Lord Jesus Christ, . who shall ‘judge the - 
Hull redemption will take place at the second com- 
ng of Christ. The soul is saved through Jesus Christ 3% ; 
re full redemption, and then shall we see the Son of — 
and lift up your heads; for your redemption draw- 


“And then. ee he send. his euEcl. and 
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glorious body.”” No, these bodies of ours are not 
going to be in heaven as you see them to-day. They 
are going to be changed, and be made like unto his 
immortal body. They will not need bread and butter 
and meat to sustain them. But being like unto his — 
glorious body, they shall be capable of living forever, 
_and of course shall be indestructible. That, to me, ise 
a comforting doctrine. inl 
There will be no pain there. You might ask me, a 
‘‘How can this be, that these bodies, brought from. 
the dust of the earth, shall be able to live forever?” 
Well, there are some things about that I do not under- “a 
stand. You remember higeeteertiin infidel was con-— 
verted. Atone time he undertook to write a book 
against Christianity, and especially to overthrow the ny 
doctrine of the resurrection of the dead. Very few ag 
Me them undertake to write upon that. But he thought 
| he would write a book upon this subject, and thus” 
- take away the great foundation of the Christian’s faith, 
‘the resurrection from the dead. And as he began 
to write he began studying the Bible ; and he read 
the fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians, where Paul 
finally says, ‘‘ Thou fool.” That was it, ‘Thou 
fool.” And he said, ae am a fool ee this me 

~ question,” 
Christian. 
Bible, and he had a nice, large ae But upon that 
Bible, and two words put upon that clasp: “Tho a 
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fool.” One of his infidel friends was talking to him 
one day, and he asked him how it was that he became 
converted. He said, ‘‘I was converted by two words 
of Paul.’ ‘‘What were they?” ‘‘Just two words: 
‘thou fool.’’”? And I will tell you, my friends, if you, 
will only study God’s Book dy, you will see 























that it is right every time. veh 
These globes and this light. [pointing a the arc 
‘lights i in the tabernacle], we don’t understand just all 
about how ey were made. Unreal e was a A 


as: but finally it was pee ‘through a certain Havel 
and became oueae And we have the pea eie ae 













ay the eee eee Ay oe can La fron ae 
the parts. 7,08 the earth that which, apparently, has 
been destroyed and scattered to the four winds. He es 
: has power t to gather | his own. And these bodies shall he 
be immortal, and through he power of God shall live” 
for ever and ever at. his. own right hand. ‘‘ We shall : 
“not. allt sleep, but. we shall all be changed; iia yt 
_moment, es the twinkling of an eye; at) the last 
trump. For the peoet shall une, and the SE 











+ 


Se Lae 


res 


| Se a 


Gta 


verse: ‘‘But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 


joy. 


him? If you will, you must believe that Jesus Christ 4 
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shall be raised, incorruptible.”’ First Corinthians, fif- 
teenth chapter, fifty-first and fifty-second verses. 
‘‘We know that when he shall appear we shall be 
like him; for we shall see him as he is.” First John, 
third chapter, second verse. Second Thessalonians, 
first chapter, tenth verse: ‘‘When he shall come to: oe 
be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe.’ First Peter, fourth chapter, thirteenth 












Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be re- — 
vealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding great x 
” First Peter, first chapter, thirteenth verse: ” 
“Be sober, and hope to the end, for the grace that is : 
to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus’ ; 
Christ.”” ‘‘ Wherefore, comfort one another with 
these words.” First Thessalonians, fourth chapter, — 


eighteenth verse; same chapter, seventeenth verse: 






Second Timothy, fourth chapter and eighth verse : 








‘‘Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of right- _ 
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall _ 
give me at that day; and not to me only, but unto allia 
them, also, that love his appearing.” ; 
Will you believe God at all? Will you’ believe — 


is coming again, and that he is coming to receive his 


Wh ott et an 
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saints unto himself. And the Angel Gabriel shall 

descend from heaven, and with one foot upon the land 

and the other upon the sea, shall swear by him that 

lives for ever and ever, ‘‘time shall be no more.” 

Then Jesus Christ shall descend from heaven, and they 

that are in graves shall hear the voice of the Son of 

God. Those who have done good shall come forth 

unto the resurrection of life, and those who have done 

evil unto the resurrection of damnation. 

_ There will be a happy greeting there of loved ones. 

It isa grand thing to be a Christian. It belongs to 
S, those who are in Ct oe 7 are blest in life; 


_ gospel, that © Christ died for your sins, according to the 
- Scriptures ; that he was buried, and that he arose 
in the third day, according to the Scriptures ? 
Then repent of your sins” toward God sincerely; give 
em HB in fea and in oe turn away from 


‘the tivine ead ae ees to ae Son, and by being — 
ptized in the name of the Father and of the Son 
id of the Holy ‘Spirit for the remission of sins. 
us shall you be ready when Jesus comes. 
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Will you have this Christ >? Will you accept him ? 
_ Will you obey him, and obey him now? Do not ~ 
a hesitate. 














WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? 


“ And brought them out and said, Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved ?”’— Acts xvi. 30. 


In the aeeiabath chapter of Acts of the Apostles, 
and pees bein we have one of the most impor- 


37 





fea bie feet tie thoes of the Sasa pee 
ve book gives the history of the Church of Jesus i ; 
Christ for about thirty years, beginning on the day ~ 
Pentecost, A. D. 33, and. for thirty years down, tell- _ i 
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upon the day of Pentecost, and every person heard _ 
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ing us just how the apostles of Jesus Christ preached i 
by the direction of the Holy Spirit. It tells us how, Se 
when sinners asked the question, ‘‘What must I do me 
to be saved?” these men, filled with the Spirit of 
the living God, gave the answer to that all-important 
question. They had authority to give to the world 
an understanding in regard to this matter, showing : oc 
,all evangelists and all preachers who desire to be ~ 
guided by the Bible how to answer this greatest 
question of all questions, ‘‘What must I do to be © 
saved?” i | “h 

The first time this question was asked under the > 
Christian dispensation was upon the day of Pente- 
cost, and the question was this: ‘‘Men and brethren, _ 
what shall we do?’’? The Jews were the ones who — 
made the inquiry, as recorded in Acts, the second _ 
chapter. Peter preached that wonderful sermon, theay 
first gospel sermon that was ever preached in the*his- — 
tory of our world—preached by the Spirit. of the living © 
God. Peter was a bold preacher. He had changed im 
wonderfully since he had denied the Saviour. He — 
now was filled with the Spirit of God. His tongue — 
was loosed. He had been baptized with the Holy 
Spirit, and with that special power he was enabled © 
to speak the gospel in such a way that all the people . 
could understand just what he said, irrespective of _ 


their language. Numerous languages were heard — 
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and understood the gospel in his own language. This 
was because they had the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
In every instance in the history of our world since 
the day of Pentecost, where anybody has had the 
- baptism of the Holy Spirit, they have been able to 
3 preach in other tongues, and thus magnify God. 


a ee in every instance Dene the ne ele ! 


there are hed two instances upon record in the 


because they had the power to ee vith other 
s, “And if you can’t speak with peck tees 


that that took place; and they had this special 
and they “spoke as the Spirit gave them — 
ff And so stirred up were atey by the 


y Si that these ca ae Jews asked this 
: ‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 
t; so hard-hearted that they couldn’t 
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be melted when Jesus himself was dying upon the 
cross. Nothing then seemed to move them at all. 
But they were melted by the truth, as proclaimed a 
by the Spirit of the living God, to make that wonder- : ici 
ful inquiry. , , 
The answer is given. Who iapen ate it? Peter. 
By what authority? The Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit, then, through Peter, answered the question, 
What did he tell them? ‘‘Repent and be baptized, — 5 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, fo | 
_the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.” Here, then, we have the two 
conditions expressed by Peter upon the day of Pente- 
cost. He doesn’t tell them to believe, because they 
already believed. No man will ask, ‘‘ What must 
do?” unless he believes, or has some reason to think 
there is something special for him to do. They ha 
heard of Jesus, and having heard, they believed ; al 
having believed, they wanted to know what*th 
must do. And Peter answers them, ‘‘ Repent and 
baptized.’’ Then’ read the ee Verses) sa 


_ thousand were baptized in one day?” I do. 
authority have you?’”’ The Word of God. 
they baptized?” Yes, 
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were sprinkled?”’ No. ‘‘Do n't you think they were mi 
poured?” No. “Why?” Because they were not oo 
commanded to be sprinkled, neither were they com- 
-manded to be poured, for the word ‘‘ baptizo”’ never 
meant to sprinkle; it never meant to pour. They 
were commanded to be baptized, you see. 
fe) Says another, ‘How could Peter baptize three 
thousand people in one day 2” It doesn’t say he did. 
ges nowhere says that Peter baptized one of them. 
“Re | 
ba tized three thousand. ‘Well, then, what does it 
» Why, it says that, ‘‘they that gladly received 
ford were baptized.”’ ‘‘ Somebody baptized them, 
>” Yes, and enough were there to do it; but it: . 
at: say whether there were a dozen baptizing 
m or twenty, ora hundred. It doesn’t say how 
baptized, and you must take the Word of God 
eaning what it says. How many apostles were 
e? Jesus first called twelve, and you know Judas 






nt preachers, qualified administrators. Well, there 
e eighty-two. We will divide up three thousand 
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among eighty-two preachers, and we have a fraction 
over thirty-six candidates for each administrator. 
Thirty-six ; and how long will it take to baptize thirty- 
six people? Not very long. The fact is, I myself 
baptized forty, in 1876, in the Blanchard River, at 
Findlay, Ohio, in twenty-three minutes, and we had | 
plenty of ice in the river, too. When you want to— 2 
obey God, ice andsnow do no harm. It didn’t then. — 
So we had forty in twenty-three minutes. Here we 
have thirty-six, and we will give thirty minutes to\bap- 
tize thirty-six. That’s doing pretty well. I’ll baptize 
thirty-six in thirty minutes any time if you will give. ? 
me the people to baptize, and I will be one of twelve 
to baptize one-twelfth of three thousand persons, 
immerse them, in two hours and a half. Now, my. 
dear friends, don’t go away and say it can’t be done, 
until you give me a chance; either bring the candi- 
dates, or else shut right up now. That is the onl 7 
_way I know of that we can settle the question, reaso: 
ably ; bring on the candidates, and we will show yo 
that it can be done. So many people get into trouble, 
and say that three thousand can’t be baptized. . 


answer to the question, ‘‘Men and breturen, what 
shall we do?” and the answer is given, ‘‘Repent and 
































WHAT MUST I DO? 143 


laid down in God’s Book? You haven't any right to 
make the claim, You haven’t any right to suppose 
that you have the remission of your sins until you 
comply with the conditions, and the conditions in 
God’s Word are ‘‘repent and be baptized.”” You who 
feel like it? No. Any way you please? No. The 
apostles didn’t know anything about this ‘any way 
you please business.”’ They were not that kind of 
preachers; neither am I. When you take me for that 
kind of a fellow you take me for the wrong fellow 
* entirely. It is either as God says, or not at all. If we 
can’t go by, the Book, we will just shut the Book up 
and quit right off. It is what the Book says, and not 
_ what people please i in regard to this great question of 


; ay ra 
- salvation. 


w=. So we have the first converts and now to the second 
ermon that Peter ae We see him going up to 


you ‘remember, how Peter and ce Seine pelea : 
into the face of the Pook cripple and said, ‘‘ Silver and 
; ‘old have we none.” Yes, they were preachers, 
indeed; no silver and no aid | Nothing to give you; 
F “but in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up 

And he arose and stood up, and then 
le wasn t satisfied with standing. He had 
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never stood alone in his life before; but now he could 
stand, he could walk, he could run, he could jump! 
God’s Word is right every time, and stands the test. 
When God does the work, he does it complete in all | | 
its parts; it is no half-way work, God Almighty’ s way 
of doing work. There is no such thing as being a 5 
half-way Christian, or half in grace; you are either , 
in Christ, or out of Christ. 
And they went on until Peter preached and said to! tf 
_ them, ‘‘ Repent and be converted that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the time of refreshing shall come 
from the presence of the Lord.”’ Not a word said in tha ( 
sermon about faith, nor about heaven, nor about bap- 
tism. No, we have the word ‘‘convert,’’ which means 
‘« change or turn.” ‘‘Repent and turn.’’ That mean: ; 
the complete work that brings them into Jesus Christ : 
We are told that the number who believed was about 
five thousand. Do you believe they were made Chfis- 
tians without faith ? Do you believe they were made 
Christians without confessing Christ? Do you believe — 
they were made Christians without obeying Christ in 
baptism, simply because here it only says, “‘ Repent,’ 
Nobody will believe such a thing as that—that the 
were forgiven just by repentance only. No; ; we be- 
lieve that it takes all of it. é 
That was the second sermon of Bro. Peter. ‘Then — 
we turn to the eighth chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles, and there we find that Philip went down | 5 
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into Samaria, and that he ‘‘ preached Christ’ unto 
them. What else could he preach? He didn’t know 
anything else to preach, and he preached it in earnest. 
What was the result down in Samaria?“ Many of 
them believed and were baptized, both men and 
Ee yomen.”’ Here we have faith and baptism, and the 
candidates were men and women. Did they believe? 
Yes, they ‘‘ believed ‘the things that Philip preached 
concerning the kingdom of God and the name of 
is Christ.” And having heard and Mal kee they 
e baptized, ‘“‘ both men and women.” Do you 


4) 


elieve they were saved without repentance? Do you 





e they were saved without confessing Christ, sim- 
5 y because here rt does n’t say anything about repent- ; 

nce or about confession ? ? You certainly don’t. . But 
7 tee and it does say phat 






as. ae were aan ieee he: asked one of we 
important of all important questions. What do 
ou think it was he said to him? ‘‘ What must I do 














_baptism a command of God?” They all say, “Yes 
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to be saved?”” No. ‘‘ What wouldst thou have me to By 
do?” No. That wasn’t his question. His question ne 
was, ‘‘ What doth hinder me to be baptized ? ”’ 

The apostles did n't think they had preached the 
gospel until they had preached baptism. The man _ 
who doesn't preach baptism hasn’t preached the! 
gospel! This moonshiny kind of preaching that _ | 
people will cater to in order to get rid of a Dai 
positive command of the great God of Heaven is 
simply the kind of infidelity for which I have no 
respect. I have more respect for the infidelity that 
says, ‘‘I don’t believe it at all,” than for the infidelity | . 
which claims to believe it, and.then will not accept of 
it as it is in the Bok. If you are an infidel, be one, 
all mee? and a ohh sey If you are going to- as 


all there is in it. we means a it says, or tf does a 
mean anything. And baptism is commanded of Go 
or there is not any command in the Book of Gods 

Sometimes people come and ask me the questio 
‘‘Do you believe that men must be baptized in ord 
to be saved?” And they ask me, “Do you belie 
that you can be saved, or that a man can be save 
without baptism?’ I always ask this question: 


Then I ask the question: ‘‘Can you be saved without Pea 
obeying God’s commands? If you can, go ahead, b 
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it.” If you can be'saved without obeying God’s com- 
mands, you are going to be pretty smart, and you will 

have to work it a good deal sharper than you work it 
; now. You need not think God Almighty is going 
to compromise his plan of salvation to accommodate 
you and me. It is infidelity that says, “T will if I 
have to; and I won’t do anything that God commands 
me to do if I think I can get to heaven without it.” 
That isn’t the principle at all, simply to ‘‘get to 
heaven.” The principle is to BE A CurisTIAN, to be a 
mber of God’s family, and to have salvation from 



















ae s.,. now, we have this man asking a question, 
‘ eS one hinder me to be Vi aaa While I 


Pecans ‘with Bere ey Sunday-school Heres 


here. And that man said, ‘‘What doth hinder 
to be baptized 2” “Tf thou believest with all 
ie heart, thou mayest," I said to him. And he 
“‘T believe, with all my heart, that Jesus Christ 
> Son of God.” And I told him to wait till I got 
ugh preaching. I had to get through preaching 


Toledo, Marion Lawrance, whom we recently 
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_solemnize a marriage. He wanted to be at the wed- 
ding; and sometimes people will go to the trouble to 
take a preacher in a nice buggy to get to go toa wed- ~ 

ding. He took me in his nice carriage out to marry i 5 
the couple, so that he could get some of the wedding Ka 

cake! On the road there we talked on the subject of 
baptism. On our return we talked about it again, and 
he was wonderfully interested in the matter. I had 
on my best suit, and he~had on his best suit. 


man said to me: ‘‘ What doth hinder me to be b 
tized?” and I said: ‘(If thou believest with all 
heart, thou mayést.” He said: “T believe, with a 
my heart, that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. va 
said: ‘‘ Hold up; stop right here!” And we hitche 
the horse, and we ‘‘both went down into the wate 
that gentleman and myself, and he was baptized. 
when he was baptized, we both came up out of t 
water and got into the buggy, both of us, and I w 
on home with him. “Do you believe that that man> 
-scripturally baptized? There isn’t anybody that w 
‘read the eighth chapter of Acts of the Apostles th 
will say that that man was not scripturally baptized, 
and that he did not have the promise of God. “ 
The Ethiopian officer said: ‘‘What doth hinder 
me to be baptized?” The answer was ene 
thou believest with all thy heart, thou mayest.” | 
said: ‘‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son 
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{ i God.” Then he ‘‘commanded the chariot to stand 
still; and they both went down into the water, both 
fig ete and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And 
when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit 
-of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw 
him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing ”’ 

(Acts viii. 38, 39). In reading that scripture to him 
‘that | day, you ask, ae did are man rejoice— 
or Why, after he 
ee of course. ine times out of ten, people 
it joy to come before they will obey God. You 
ld know that joy comes from faith and obedience 
Almighty’s Holy Word. Here we have faith, 

and baptism, but not a word said about 
: Do you believe that he repented with it? 
ve ‘it was necessary for him to do that in order 
brought into the epecon of God’s truth and 


e cee that, eh come to Acts, tenth chapter 
rty-eighth verse. - Here we have only baptism. 
ee aaa because this man ae was 


b “ban a devout man, anal one that feared God with 


. fenee which gave ee alms to the people, 


in a vision, 
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about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God 
coming in to him, and saying unto him, ‘‘ Cornelius.” 
And when Cornelius looked on him, he was afraid, | 
and said, ‘‘What is it, Lord?” And the angel said 
unto him, ‘‘ Thy prayers and thine alms are come up _ 
for a memorial: before God; and now send men to f 3 
Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is ie 
Peter. He lodgeth with one Simon, a tanner, whose 
house is by the seaside. He shall tell thee what 
thou oughtest to do.” Remember that God Almighty 
meant that preachers should tell sinners what to do- 
to be saved. That’s what preachers are for. Ni 


night after night. It’s the most ridiculous perforn 
ance to have people half crazy about their condition, i 
and have them mourning and crying and screaming 
until they are so hoarse they don’t know what - 
do, as though that »would make atonement for t 
sins. What is the preacher for, and what is tl 
Bible for, if not to tell the people what to do to 


says about it? Why not go to the Book? If there | 
is a sinner in Emporia to-night who wants to know 
what to do to be saved, I will take you to Go 
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Almighty’s Book, and I will read it to you, and I 
will ask you to believe that, and to do what that 
Book tells you, and.then you are doing what God 
Almighty commands you. If you don’t do that, 
you must conclude that you have not the evidence 
in God Almighty’s word that you are accepted of 
him. I want you to believe God. Faith takes God 

at his word. That’s what it is for. 

_ Then the preacher came down to see Cornelius. 


“Rete was Buh as - He saw a vision of men coming © 
And Be went down ea 














and ie ees A short sermon, I guess it 
And he came to that part where he said, 
2 "O ee give all the prophets witness, that through 

h name whosoever ees in him shall receive 
remission of sins.” Now ‘sinners are to believe 
Christ, and ioe his name they shall receive 
mission of their sins, if they believe on him. ‘‘Is 
so?” Ves is so. its is ih SOR e i his gata 


- 


em: permission. to an them in the name of the 
1D ‘Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Now this 
ee i” was’ to have remission of his sins through the | 
me of Jesus Givere While Peter was preaching, a 
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the Holy Spirit came upon them to give Peter the 
evidence and the Jews the evidence that they, the 
Gentiles, were accepted. The Holy Spirit did not 
come upon them at the house of Cornelius to make 
them Christians. The Holy Spirit never came upon 
anybody to make them Christians. Why? Because 
you can ’t be a Christian in any name but the name 


of Jesus Christ. Now read the last verse of this — : 


lesson, and you will find what Peter told _them to 


do. Did he tell them to believe? Did he tell them 


to repent? Did he tell them to confess? No. Yet. e 
I believe they had faith. I believe they repented. — 


I believe they confessed. But all that Peter com- ; 


manded them to™~du=was ‘‘to be baptized in the — 


name of the Lord.’ So remission of sins is in the ye. 


name of Jesus Christ, and you are baptized into his 
name; and when you are baptized into his name for) 
the remission of sins, you have the promise of the _ 
God of heaven that your sins are remitted, Nae LG 


believe God's word; and true faith will take Goda 


at his word. You don’t need to have any doubts — 


about it. The only thing he told them to do was 


to be baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 


And now suppose I should say that is all anybody 
is required to do? It is not, however. No. ‘But TS 


have just as good a right to Say that we are saved 
by baptism alone as you have to say that we are | 


saved by faith alone. In all the accounts of the con- 
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versions we have the word faith occurring three times. 
We have the word repent twice. You can read God’s 
Book just as well as you can read anything in the 
world; and you can ’t read it and then turn around 
and say that baptism hasn't anything to do with 


your salvation. 
We take up Acts, ninth chapter, and what was 


' iit that Ananias said to Saul of Tarsus? You remem- 


"ber iat Saul ‘was annie anxious. God seat 
e What did Ananias say to him? ‘wy 


_ Arise and be baptized and wash away 
And in 


tt is argued by | 














: Saeed: foacehold was baptized, 
nfants ‘ought to be ae because the Bible 


‘me We oe pee a the fits ne you 
to come prepared. to prove that Lydia was 
In the next Ba you will have to prove 
And in the See place, a 











alle) toss 
Sa ae 


eek" 
" 7 
4 


‘be. This old sister came up, and she looked at him, | 
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her, and I want you to prove that these children 
were infants. When you prove that, you will have 
it, and I will give it up; but I will never give it up 
until you prove these propositions in regard to that 
household baptism, or any other household baptism. 


It is presumed by some people that when we say ~ 


‘‘household” there will have to be babies in it, just 
to make out that there were unconscious infants. 
Not at all, my friends. I don’t preach either infant — 
baptism or adult baptism. -I don’t advocate either — 
one. I don’t say the Bible teaches adult baptism or — 
infant baptism. I say the Bible teaches believer's 
baptism; and whenever a child is old enough to be- 
lieve in Jesus and repent and come to the Saviour, 
it is old enough to become a Christian. Jesus says, 
‘‘He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved. ) 
Sometimes people look at it like an old lady did com 
a young boy who came to the meeting at Columbus, - 
Ohio ; a nice looking little fellow. He came forward, 


and was as sincere in making the confession as could” 


and she said he was too little. I asked him the ques- a 
tion, ‘‘ How old are you?” ‘‘Sixteen, going on sev- 
enteen.” Real smart ! And you know that you must 
not take people upon size. The question of how much — 
you weigh is not the question at all. It isa question rs, 
of whether you believe; and if you believe in Christ, — 
you are to be baptized—obey him in baptism. It 
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won’t do any good to take a person who is under the 
influence of chloroform and baptize him. Nor will it do 
babies any good to take them in an unconscious state 
and baptize them. Baptism without faith, without 
repentance, without confession, will not do you any 
good. If you have faith in Christ, and confess the 
Saviour, and obey him in baptism, you have all the 
promises connected with that divine institution. 
Here is my question again: ‘« Sirs, what must 
“ein a to be saved?’ That poor heathen jailer never 
me a gospel sermon in his life, never knew any-— 
Epis about it. (Oh, how anxious he is! He rushes 
in, falls upon his knees, and then brings the apos- 
Ries: out of the jail. He took them out of the jail, 
and then asked the question, ‘‘Sirs, what must I do to 
_ And (OK you sce they told him, 




























e. Ae and thy house.”’ 
- same thing! What did he know about Christ? He — 3 
didn’ t know anything. So the preacher went to work 
and ‘‘ spoke unto him the word of the Lord, and to 
all that were in his house.” You are not told to go at 
ce midnight and wake up the baby and preach to it. 
Talk about infant baptism! If they were babies like 
f “mine, it would make a terrible roar to wake them up at : 
midnight! — ne a 
Ro | There had been a wonderful earthquake in this 
Becase, The whole earth had been shaken, and the 


Faith ban belief, one oka the 
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prison doors had been opened, and there was a won- 
derful confusion about the prison that night. In all 
that confusion, see how the jailer acted. He did n’t_ 
try to relock the prison doors; but he wanted to be 
saved. Something struck the heart of that man like a 
flash of lightning. He realized his lost and undone 
condition, and he rushed to the preacher and asked 


_ the question of our text. Did the preacher ask him 


to pray, and the Lord would forgive him,. and the 
Lord would save him? Did he? No. You can’t 
find any such thing in all God’s Book. It isn’t in the 
Book. Where you ever got it from, I don’t know. 
It never came from Chiist’s teaching. 

And the idea that you are.saved, just because you 
feel that you are saved! You know you are saved 
when you have complied with the conditions of the 
gospel as taught in God Almighty’s Book. It, is the 
only way. Paul didn’t go on to tell that fellow that 
he had to ‘‘pray,”’ and he would “‘ know when he got 
it by his feeling.” You can’t find any such thing in 
the Book anywhere. Now, what did he do? “And 
they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to 


AN all that were in his house. And he took them the 


same hour of the night and washed their stripes, and 
was baptized, he and all his, straightway.’’ Many of 
the people say that they Uae this family were bap- 
tized in the jail, and that they couldn’t have been 
zmmersed in jail. They were not immersed in the jail. - 
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_’ He took them the same hour of the night and baptized 
Bees ithem'; and after he was baptized, ‘‘he brought them 
into his house and set meat before them, and rejoiced, 
Be <i believing in God with all his house.’’ Don’t you 
know that jailer was the happiest man in town, the 
. happiest sheriff you ever saw? A few moments before 
2 the poor hungry preachers were lying there in jail; 
| but now the preachers are happy, and the jailer is” 
happy. So, my friends, that man was told to believe, 

oe anc he was taken out and baptized, ‘‘the same hour — 
Be i of the night.” | They confessed Christ, and were bap- i 
1 right away. That is the way it is in the Book. ba 
ant to talk to your hearts and your heads as well. 
nt you to believe in ae Sigma gS I know it will 











aes jailer ae Bien you, T want you to 
sider his case soi Faith aud baptism were 


‘ 


se, Bic Gas he went there he told him whet to - 
O become a Christian. Of course he did. But does 


accou it say that Ananias went to Saul and said, 


) a ee little more in earnest ? Aid he tell Saul to ‘look 
a and ee more oe and ask os for ca Freel} 


‘Saul, pray a little harder and a little longer, and get — : 
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propose to accept this plan unless I can find it there. 
But it isn’t in the Book. And I want to say to you, 
to-night, that when I started in the Christian life I 
started with the promise before God that I would take 
the Bible as my rule of faith and practice, and that I 
would obey the Word of God. Don’t go off and tell 
that I used to preach for the Methodist Church; I 
never did. I would rather you would be a good Meth- 
odist, however, than to be nothing. I simply tell you 
the facts in the case, and I am not going to have you 
get the wrong impression about it. I promised the peo- aa8 
ple with whom I took my stand that the Bible should — Nag 
be my guide, and that whatever I found contained | a 
therein I would preach to the best of my ability. I ef 
have kept that promise up to this very night. God er 
knows I have. And there is one thing I want to say to 
you to-night: if this were the last time I should ever 
speak ; if it were the last time I should ever call men 
to repent in God’s name; if to-night I should pass 
into eternity, and go into the presence of the God who 
created me, Ishould have to tell God Almighty that 1 
never, to my knowledge, willfully preached anything oe 
that I did not believe could be sustained by that — 
blessed Book, and that I never preached a sermon 





sim ply to carry a point, or for any other object thanto 
get people to know what God Almighty’s Book taught _ ‘ ; 
them, so that I should know in my own heart that I be 
had done my duty as best I could. 
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So you say Paul was baptized in the house? But 
the Bible doesn’t say that. How could he be bap- 
tized in the house? I don’t know. Does Paul tell 
us that he was baptized? Yes. How? Read the 
‘sixth chapter of Romans, and you will have it. Paul 
: says: . Therefore we are buried with him by baptism 
a into death, that like as Christ was raised up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
's ald walk in newness of life.’ Paul was buried with 
by baptism, he says. If he knows about one 
s, he knows about another. I don’t think he 
| lie about his baptism, do you? Paul says he 
ed aa hae apy baptism into death. “ That 







es tif.” 
1 nclusion, my friends, what are you going to 
a want to ee voy the conditions of 











rong, noe am y going to be ee for that 
ah baptism is for the remission of sins, then” 
ime a eed) does wrong they have to be bap- — Bae 
Vas ‘Did you "ever say that? I have heard of 
( e saying such a thing as that. Well, let us look 
that matter now. - When a Christian does wrong he 
ies Christ as s his advocate with the Mather 4 te 
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has to have faith, he has to repent of his sins, he has 
to confess them. He has to pray, not only for him- 
self, but for others. ‘‘If we confess our faults, he is 
Ait faithful and just to forgive us our sins.”’ ‘‘Confess 
your faults, one to another.” ‘‘Pray, one for an- | 
other.” ‘‘The effectual, fervent prayer of the ee 
eous man availeth much.” If, according to that 
theory of rebaptism for every sin, a husband and wife 
have to be married every time they have difficulties r 
and do wrong, and get away from each other a little, F 
how many times do you think they would have to be 
| married? Baptism_stands in a similar relation, and 
what you have to do is to behave yourself, and you 
will get along all right. After you become a Chris- 
tian, if you do wrong, make that wrong right. If you 
do wrong in the sight of God, ask his forgiveness, 
After a Christian becomes a Christian once, he is in 
‘the Church; he is born into God’s family. This thing” 
of getting converted and converted, and born again 






and born again, every winter, every protracted meet- 
-ing—there isn’t anything in it at all. I heard one 
- man say he knew religion was a good thing because 
he had been born again thirteen times! That is n't 
reasonable. When you become a child of the living — 
God, you are God’s child. Now, behave yourself as. 
- you ought, do your duty as you ought, grow in grace — 
and in the eadwtedoe of the truth, and God will take 


care of you, just as sure as there is a God in heaven, 
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If you beoBey: God after you have become a Christian, 
and live and die in rebellion, you will be lost. Be 
careful about the matter. 

Thus, so far as the Bible plan of salvation is con- 
cerned, it is complete. Are you willing, to-night, to 
accept Jesus Christ upon the Bible terms? Are you 
willing to believe and be baptized in order to enter 
into the kingdom of grace, and to become an heir of: 

od and a Sone heir with Jesus Christ? Now is” 

Obey the gospel of the Son of God if 

| _ believe a with all your heart. Come believing. 
me Rpernivet Come: ene Come praying, 
: ane sp ates 


e you to. come angle God its you to 


le v we arise > and sing. _ Come to Jeovs with i 











LOT'S WIFE. 


‘Remember Lot’s wife ”—Luke xvii. 32. 



















The majority of Bible readers, aside from Chris- 
tians, give more attention, I think, judging from the 
questions they ask me, to Cairi’s wife than they do to 
_ Lot's wife. ~I have seldom been in a place yet where 

they didn’t ask me, ‘‘Who was Cain’s wife?” | 
have never yet had any one to ask me if I was remem: 
bering Lot’s wife—the only man’s wife in all the Book 
of God that we are told to remember. And there a 2k : 
reasons why we should remember this one. When ‘ae 


 Phouen ttl student of the Word of God Wheat 
man asks me if I believe the ‘‘ flood story,” I sa 
‘‘Yes, of course I do.” And if he asks me why I 
believe that, I tell him, ‘Because I find that Jesu: 
Christ said, ‘As it was in the days of Noah, so shall 
it be in the days of the coming of the Son of man.’ at 
When they ask me if I believe that about the man: 
falling from heaven, I say, ‘‘ Yes.” And when the 
ask me why, I say, ‘‘ Because I believe Jesus Chris 
and he said, ‘Our fathers did eat manna in at 
desert.’”’ When they ask me if I believe th 
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“whale story’’—that ‘‘fish story’’—that the whale 
swallowed Jonah, I say, ‘‘ Yes.” When they ask me 
why I believe that, I say, ‘‘ Because I believe Jesus 
Christ, and Ele said, Ns Jonah was three re 


anil do.” Cid vig do you Beleye) aah 
ause I believe Jesus ee and Christ said that 


hould ‘remember Lot! s wife.’ 


a see arid eaepee ines is table to get into, and 
he. may be Adee if he will, to aN and to be 


nes are nearing ; a Saiersus rock, and this. 
re able to pats destruction, . 
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given us these beautiful lessons in the Old Testament 4 ; 
that we might be able to ward off the danger and — 

escape these places that lead to destruction. And why : 
is it not proper for us to study these lessons, and care-_ 
fully study them, to see if we can not escape that — 
destruction that awaits every careless and listless and 
indifferent individual, no matter what his standing may 
be? Destruction awaits all who are rejecting the invi- 
tations of mercy, and refusing to comply with the | 
requirements of the ‘Gospel of the Son of the livin 
God. So to-night we wish to call attention to th at 
woman, Lot’s wife; and also to Lot and Abraha 
Now I am not at all called upon to say much abo 
Lot; am not going to defend him at all. He a do 


Abraham were getting along very nicely at one ti 





derfully Reco even in this life ; a it does se 
that the more faithful people are to God, the m 
zealous they are in obedience to his will, the m 
prosperous they are finally, though there may. be time 
when they do not appear to be prosperous. Th 
was a time when Abraham had to leave home 
friends, and be looked upon as a traveling pauper; 
he was going to a promised inheritance to which 
great God of Heaven made him, and his seed fore 
a warranty deed. That tract of land, you rememb r, 
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was Canaan, and God’s people did finally take posses- 
sion of it. God made a warranty deed to this faithful 
man ‘Abraham, and to his seed forever. 

So we have this man Lot and his uncle agreeing 
very nicely until, it seems, a quarrel arose between 
the herdsmen, the servants of both parties, respecting 
the pasturage. It seems there was not sufficient 
j _pasturage for both their flocks, and the servants be- 
| an to aed with one apie, and ae ey told 











d; meet nie ie) day. So “finally good re i 
vam. became disgusted at these reports—tired 






ELS was a peaceful man; he didn’t want to 
vi ng i in tae quarrel, and he didn’t want his own 
w to Jose. confidence : in him. Wee find, at last, 
He 






in the: ea is to divide up, meee one go to: 
‘and the other to Ohio, and thus live apart 





are a - thousand ie apart as 
n Hee all live i in ‘the same house. There are very 
houses large enough for two families, whether it is 





a y ur son- -in- -law, or wig own mother-in-law. The best. 
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thing is to have your own home, your own farm, and _ 
your own stock, and take care of your own business. 


Well, this was a wise decision. ‘‘Now,”’ said 


every direction.” And I don’t know but he was will- x 


ane to bear ee of the expenses for Lot to hie out 


it, and select his Dereon! aA) after he had aN, 
his oy he would take which was sae That 


else in God—I-guess more in God; at least tee 
willing to trust in God more than Lot was. | 


the stock, and let God AtMiouty look aftet: the oth 
fellows if he wanted to. He would Pade tt mo: 


Abraham was willing to take the other side, ere 
in God and do his will, and leave the result. 
~ Jehovah. ‘Walking by faith, and not by sig 
He was the one who was walking always by fai 
and he is called the ‘‘father of the faithful.”” . 

So Lot looked over the whole country ; he viev 
it everywhere ;,he went down to the valley of 


AP 
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round about Sodom and Gomerrah. Oh, such beauti- 
| ful plains! Such an abundance of food for the stock! 
‘‘Why, we’ll get rich in a short time down here; it 
















won’t be long until we will be as rich as my uncle 
now is, and may be more so; and, of course, when I 
get all the riches I desire I can have all the happi- 
ness I want, for all that a man needs in the world 









to be happy is to be rich.” — ss 
>) That was aahoue his idea; and so ee cad is to- ray: 





ost repaee out ote it in this nite and. Me the pt 
est blessing to those around us. Use it, but not abuse 






_ There isn 't anything wrong in the right kind 
Ee ey aS the Sak use of money ; ero 









a ‘know of about bce ane He idea is too. prevalent 
ry ee to- ae oe that i is all we are to live for, and, that we 
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privilege of cultivating that best part of mankind— 
the religious and spiritual part. 

Finally, when he returned and told what portion 
he would take, instead of doing as he ought to have 
done, and saying, ‘‘See here, Uncle, that is the best 
portion of the country ; you had better take that. i 
can get along. I am young. All that I have is 
through yl influence and kindness, and I’ll tale 


Pithe ne portion ch Tee country, and run the risk of ‘s 


give “ty credit for all the eord deeds yee do the 4s 


all the time; and I don’t know but eh Lot had 
little of that kind of spirit. Abraham had given hi 
so much, he wanted him to do more, and he wou 
take advantage of his uncle’s kindness. It is a fea 
fully mean spirit to have. It is fearfully mean for a ' 
person to take advantage of the nea of nhs) 


of sin. You had better be a swearer than to — 
ungrateful. | is : 

When he told Mrs. Lot, instead of her asking, 
what our wives would ask, ‘‘ What about the societ 
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down there?” and saying: ‘‘Lot, now, look here, we 
have four daughters. We are raising them; we want 
them to be useful; we certainly ought to be interested 
in their happiness and their welfare; and you know 
that we must think of something more than simply itd ues 
‘money; that will not bring happiness to our family. Age 
Now, what kind of society will we have down there 
for our daughters? What will be their environments 
as they are growing up? You know this will have 
very much to do with their being true women, and 
“ a. ladies, and make them of use when they come to 
1 Then, Lot, you know that, after a 


ee down, ie -for-nothing fuga it will be te 
wise mistake ae our lives; for you Lacehie Lot,, thats 


Bic us a ee of good- As ae worthless sons-in- 
law, for they are the meanest things that you can get 
_ into a family ;”” and you who have any of them know 
| just about what they are! Now, if God should ask 
me iether I would prefer that my daughters should 
die pure, and respectable, and honorable, and I should 
“follow them to the grave; that I should see them die 
without ever being married, or whether they should live 
and marry some good-for-nothing, irreligious and diss nial 
graceful character, I would say, ‘‘Lord, let them 
>: die.” I would rather bury them a thousand times 
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over than to have them married to some good-for- 
nothing rake of a young man, that didn’t know 
enough to behave in church. Yes; would not you? — 
I certainly think that a parent has very little respect _ 
for his children, or thought for their welfare, when he 4 
does n’t have any more respect for them than to allow 
them to go with that kind of men. But no; Mrs. 
Lot was not that thoughtful mother. She might have 
been thoughtful on some lines, but she was not suffi- 
ciently thoughtful, it seems to me, on that. | 
““Remeinber er Lot's wife.” . Wonderful cise 
she was not Gloolene after the welfare of her family, 
and she did not know that submitting in these things 
would bring ruin, do her hurt, and finally bring death 
to her and to a portion of her family. Her surround- g 
ings by and by had much to do with her. You — oie 
see them pitching their tents toward Sodom. Yes \ 
good people sometimes get started that way. Be 
starts toward Sodom. Abraham is going in another 
direction altogether; he wants to get nearer to_ God, 
and so he goes into another portion of the country. 
- And we have people | to- “Haye vevae good meaning 
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is a tent toward Sodom. And when you swear, that 






























is another tent toward Sodom. If you utter a lie, that fe ee 
is another tent toward Sodom. And when you go to ate 
the ball-room, that is another tent toward Sodom. 
There are church members who dance, you know; 
this church (the First Christian, Emporia, Kansas) is 
not troubled with that heel disease. Iam glad of it; 
for it is a bad thing to have a flock of sheep that has. 
_ the foot-rot. These dancing ones have the foot-rot. 
 -‘Itis a bad thing for one bad sheep to have the foot-rot 
. and affect the whole flock; it is a fearful thing; you 
want to be exceedingly careful about that. If you 
have any of that kind, I would suggest that the pastor 
nd the elders look after them quite early, Otherisoaee 
it will not be long until they will die; bound to ides 
| and then, they might have given the disease to some 
other member of the church who would be good if 
he didn’t get that foot-rot. So you want to be | 
careful about that. You must keep your feet shod 
with the preparation of the Gospel of Christ,’ and 
cee your shoes tied ae wel Pi the commandraents o) 


There are worse D ilines than iia I presume ; 
3 Beahere: are. places, indeed, where I think it is perfectly — 
es. ee to dance, even for church members. I have 
. to places. where, when they explained it to me, 
ie thought it was perfectly proper, and I should n’t — 
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have any objections at all. They explained it to me 
at Cleveland, Ohio, and then at Toledo, Ohio. It was 
at the dunatic asylum! I thought it was all proper. 
And in visiting the various asylums in Indiana and 
various States—as I usually do when I get within 
reach of them, for I sympathize with these people— 
1 think it no harm to see those poor creatures spend- 
ing a little time with cards. I have seen them at~ 
their tables playing cards, those that were bein 
cured; and then, while I have never seen them dance, — 
they have told_me about it. I thought if they could | 
have any pleasure in dancing, why, let the poor luna- 2 
tics dance. And then I have been told another thing : 
about it: that persons who never knew a thing about. . 
dancing before becoming crazy, will learn to dance the 
quickest kind! So it don’t take very much sense to oes 
_ dance and to become a good dancer. Crazy people : 
can do it. I used to be first-class myself. It don’t 
“take so much sense to. dance, I know; and the idea ; ; 
that we are to associate ourselves in that way in the 
dance, is certainly a mistaken idea. 

In speaking of this matter up at Des Moines, towan 
there was a lady there that used to be a great dancer 
before that meeting, and her husband, too; Ne 
thought, you know, that there was no harm in dancing. © 
I talked on the subject of ‘‘The Devil’s Trade-mark,” _ 
and said that the devil’s trade-mark is on his goods. — 
When we go to the store we find the trade-mark on 
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the goods every time. If you find the trade-mark ‘‘ No 
harm,” you may know that that’s the devil’s package, 
and you just want to let it alone. In thus talking upon 
the subject, this lady and her husband, who was a 
prominent man in the city as well as prominent in the 
church, decided that they would quit dancing, quit it 
for the sake of the church, and quit it for their own 
‘sakes. They talked against it, and helped me on the 
“side I was on, declaring that there was evil in it, and 
they certainly knew about it. Then one lady, a regular 
1 dancer, said to this one who had quit, ‘‘I never dance 
_ the round dance. ” «¢Well,” the other lady said, ‘‘I . 
would always rather hug one man all the time than to 
hug four, and the round dance simply gives you a chance i 
_to hug one man; for,”’ ’ she ae a ‘dancing i is only hug- 
. Dee ging set to music, any way.’ And. she knew, and 1; 
Be _ think you know it. And that has a great deal to do 
with it—the surroundings and all. The dance is simply _ 
_a step toward Sodom—pitching the tent towards Sod- © 
om. Young woman, if you would be pure and hon- 
rable: hereafter say that since you have become a 
Christian you will never dance. 
els have wished a thousand times that I Loni say I 
didn’t know anything about it. When they ask me 
about playing cards I say, ‘‘I don’t know meee 
ye about that.””. When they ask me about getting drunk, 
IT don’t know anything about that; or about stealing, 
1 don’t know anything about that; I never stole. — 
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When they ask me about dancing I wish I could say, 
“IT don’t know anything about it.” When they ask 
me about the theater, I don’t know anything about 
that, for I never was in one in my life. Never played — 
a game of cards in my life, never was drunk, never _ 
gambled, and I don’t know ‘anything about it. SoI 
wish I could say, ‘‘I don’t know anything about danc- 
_ ing;”’ I would be better off, personally, if I did n tim 
know anything about it. You can give it up So easy © 
_ if you make up-your mind to. Don’t you know it was 
the first thing that came up in my mind when I became 
a Christian—‘‘I must give up dancing!’ I was todo - 
the ‘‘calling” the next Wednesday night at the ball. 
I was looked upon as the one to lead in all those things, 
so far as the calling was concerned; a kind of a “devil's — 
_ stool-pigeon,”” you know. When it came up in my 
‘mind in regard to becoming a Christian Monday night, 
_ and Wednesday night to be there, don’t you know the | 
_ old devil said, the first thing, ‘‘ Didn’t you promise to_ 
- go there?” “Yes,” « Now you had better wait until 
that is all over, and then join church.” And how the 
devil would have liked to have gotten me away, and By 
possibly if I had gone “away I would never have vie 
come at all! I had but a minute or two to think 
about it, for that good man was there talking to me. 
He didn’t know the revolution that was going on | 
within my brain, as he stood there talking to me about 
becoming a Christian. Finally he said to me, ‘‘ Will 
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you go if Charlie Stevens will go?’ I said, ‘‘Pll go 
whether Charlie Stevens goes or not; it is right for me 
to be a Christian, and I am going to be one, God help- 
. ing me;” and I started, and I kept on, and I am still 
going on. Have I lost anything by it? Nothing but 
my meanness. I have lost that, I think, very largely ; 
I want to get rid of all the rest if I have any to-day, 
“ and that is all that people will lose by becoming Chris- 
tians ee will pe their meanness. All you need to 









+ But,’ cH says at young man back there, ‘‘I am 
such a bad sinner; I never have been a dancer; 





lied, never got drunk, don’t swear ; I seldom 
anything wrong. What have I to do to be a 





ian?’ Obey your Saviour. If you are not a 
ie not a thief, you don’t have to repent of it. 





“A aaa Se ae ota to ese: of Hace Bad 


a hoes “tities I had been ae co) ei | nee to 


up dancing, not by degrees, but all. at once. 
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tee. have ‘to repent of playing cards, for I never a 


No. use to talk about quitting sinning by degrees; of © 
you had better quit that way than not quit at 
but the best way, in the world is to quit all at — 
fs 8b, said the other day, ‘‘ You can’t shoot a gun — 
by degrees ;’ ’ you may try it if you want to, but 
u ville never have success at ae gud it is just as ie 4 
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grees as shooting a gun off by degrees. The way to 
do it is to ‘‘cease to do evil, and to learn to do well.” 
Come to Christ and obey him, and you will be a 
Christian; and then walk in the way of righteousness, 
and all will be well. 
Look at Lot’s wife’s surroundings in Sodom. I 
don’t know but they had the grandest house in the 
city, and I presume it was well furnished; but then 
that didn’t make their happiness complete; for just 
as sure as the world there were some of those Sod- — 


girls, and they got married, some of them—all mar- 
ried off but two, and, of course, by and by there was 
danger coming. i 

Now let us see the danger she was in: she did a 
understand all the danger, but the wickedness was ex- ah 
ceedingly great, and poor Lot had his money invested © 
there, and he could n't get it out. That is the trouble se 
there are hundreds of people we find in. differen ; 
places, in the West and in other places, some of them Y 
East, who have their money invested, and they do n't 
know how to get it out; if they only had it out of 
there they would do differently with it. A brewer 
told me some time ago, ‘‘If I had my money out of 





this thing I would invest it in some other kind of busi-— 
ness ; but my money is there, a I don’t know how © 
to hes myself; can ’t eo it out.’ 
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Bee in Sodom, and perhaps he could n’t get it out, and he 
a had to stay, and his righteous soul was vexed day by , i 


day by the filthy talk of those Sodomites. But that i tae 
did n’t relieve him and his family from the danger they 
were in; wonderful danger, indeed. The wickedness 
of Sodom ascended to the great. God of Heaven; he 
heard the profanity and the ridicule in the city, day 
after day, until he became disgusted, and declared 
that it must be destroyed. And yet after his declara- 
st tion had gone forth, God Almighty would not destroy 
that city and the people until he had first given the 
inhabitants warning, too, to get rid of their wicked- 
“ness and get right with God. So he sends messengers 
from heaven, and on the way they went past Abra- 
ham’ s house, and Abraham got into conversation with 
them, and treated them kindly, and fed them well, 
d found out their mission. And when he found — 
eir mission was to give warning of the destruction of 
Sodom, you remember how poor old Abraham was 
“still interested in the welfare of his wayward nephew. 
pote went upon his knees, and he said, ‘‘ Lord, perad- 
M. venture there be fifty righteous persons in Sodom; will 
i ies spare it for the sake of fifty?” And the Lord 
; “said, “Ves, for fifty.” And Abraham started out 
with something like a subscription paper—kind of a_ 
pledge; and he wanted to find fifty that would pledge 
themselves to get right, and give up their wickedness, 
and do pene a fear God. I see Abraham starting 


beak ys 
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wanted them to sign the pledge that they would ge 
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out. He thought he would go to the business men 
first. He came to a merchant, and the merchant 
looked over it and said, ‘‘It won’t do for me to sign 
that at all; it would hurt my business; it would not — 

be policy at all; can’t sign that.”’ “He went to the ss 
county treasurer; thought may be he would sign its 
but ‘‘No, no; it’s getting near election time, and Kis 


_want to be re-elected; I could not sign that at all; it 


would not be policy to sign that.” He went to the 
grocer; it would not do for him to sign it, either; he 
would Tose custom; it would not do. Finally he went 
to some of the preachers of those false religions, and 


right, and help the people get right; 


said : ‘‘It will spoil our salaries; we dare not do it 
lieve in going straight ahead and doing the aise we 


can, and letting ae others do the best Ae can.’ 


What do you think was done then? Well, Abrakene 
went to God with it; he said, ‘‘God, we can’t fin 


the sake of forty-five.” And Abe ree t aed 
forty-five. Then God promised to spare it for the 
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thirty, and he couldn’t find thirty; then for twenty, 
and he couldn’t find twenty. Finally Abraham said, 
‘Lord, peradventure there be ten righteous persons; 
will you spare it for the sake of ten?” ‘‘Yes, for 
n;” but he could n’t find ten. 

I have heard preachers say that God promised to 
spare Sodom for the sake of five, but he didn’t; Abra- 
ham had too good sense to ask it. He couldn’t find 
ten. It is a wonder to me that he wanted the Lord to _ 
spare it for the sake of ten, but he did; he was that 


At last, when the ste messenger gave warning 
ae it, and told Lot to flee for his life and not look 
_ behind him, you remember that Lot went around to 
see e his Sane ina ; and Bee told them ae it, and Saic 


I “upon the ait ; we are oene to be ea we will 
4 be destroyed if we don’t get out of the city.”’ I im- 
gine his sons-in-law said: ‘‘The old man is getting 


* panty ° on aes Vins ‘ES ad fellow has an erik all at 


. we are not going to pay any attention to him.” 
‘And don’t poe know these women, the wives of these | 
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An old gentleman was looking exceedingly sad~ 


ao 


at our service one night, and I asked him what © 
made him look so sorrowful and ‘sad, and he said +) “Sa@ 

gave my heart to God; I started in the Christian life, 

; though advanced in years; I have been to see all my 
children to-day, four of my children at their homes; _ 

and I plead with them, with tears, to come to Christ, — Uy 

and not to live as I have lived; not to follow my 
wicked example, but to get rid of their sins and be-— 
Renee But,” he said, ‘‘they just mocked at 

; I lived in sin so long, and led them the wrong a 

way, that I am afraid my poor children will be de- — 

Bi stroyed because of my wicked influence.” oy 
; So there are hundreds of people to-day destroying 
their own children through their own wicked influence. 
It is true, my brother. gave De Lot's wife.’ 


that mother. It is a fearful thing to havea methee 
who is not interested in your religious welfare. Why, — 
there is hardly a man in all this country who wants a % 
wife that is not a Christian. I don’t care if he is n tie 
a church member himself; any man who has good | a 
common sense at all will think more of a Christian — re 
wife than he will of a worldly, godless, careless and — 
trifling one; you know he will. Every man who 
knows anything about life, who knows anything about — 
happiness, will say that he would prefer Christianity — 
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in his home to wickedness and sin and meanness ; you 
know that, my brother. This woman’s influence, 
then, was not what it ought to have been. 

- You remember, perhaps, the woman who went to 
the penitentiary annex to visit her son who was con- 
demned to be hung. You know in Ohio they hang 
them at midnight, as nearly as they can. At the 
hour of midnight the cell will be lit up faintly, and 
on the Friday night that they are to be hung you 
may hear a click and a thud, and then the stillness 
and struggle of death —hear the struggling of the — 
ies “poor man, possibly choking to death; hear it away 
rd down the cells. And that man, after being in the 
annex, had heard that struggle in death as ‘‘ Blinkey””’ 
_ Morgan, one of his friends, was taken out and hung; 
and in speaking of the matter he said: ‘‘ Do you call 

that Christianity? Oh, what a fearful death to die! 
What a fearful death to die, to die on the gallows! 
 Doyou call it Christianity to hang a man that way?” 
” The chaplain said: ‘“‘That’s not Christianity; that’s 
the law, not the gospel; that is the law.” So this 
young man was to be hung soon. His mother came 
to pay the last visit. She went in where he was in 
the annex, and, throwing her arms around his neck, 
she said: ‘‘My God, my God! My boy, little did 
_ I think I was raising you to go to the gallows. Oh, 
5 my boy, if you had only died in infancy!” And she 
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as hard-hearted as though he had no haert at all— 
never moved a muscle. At last, when he was tired 
of it, he took his arm and pushed her away, and_ 
said: ‘‘Go away from me! If it had not been for 
you, I would not be here.” And the woman, nearly | 
fainting, screamed, “Oh, my God! My poor boy, ie 
never told you to do wrong!” ‘‘No, but you never ia 
told me to do right.”’ That is what he said, and that _ 
was the last word he ever said to his mother before | 
he was hung. ‘‘You never told me to do right!” 


never told them to do right. Your mother, young 
man, has told you to do right. Your mother, young — rot 
woman, Bs told you to do sae, And, young 





pretty safe indeed. How often your moter has said, 





- when a were starting to church, or to Rane other 








You have advice to give, and it Mey t cost much ral 
give it. So, give it, mothers. Your children will rise 
up, by and by, and call you blessed. ; 

How my mother watched my pickers in my boy- 
hood days! She objected to cards being in her house 
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and I thought she didn’t treat me as well as other 
boys’ mothers treated them, because I could n’t do as 
I pleased about those things. I thought it was a little 
cruel; but now, God bless my mother! My mother 
knew what was best for me, and your mother knows, 






3 j too, what is best for you; that is, your good mother. 
“Some mothers don’t. ‘‘ Remember Lot’s wife’’—the 
mistake she made. And remember, in the next place, 
how she lingered in danger when the warning came. 
When the messengers came to take them out of their 
home, and to lead them out of the way of danger, you — 
_ remember how they lingered, seemingly. Lot didn’t 
want to go this way nor that way. He wanted to go 
He pegs? sec Boel people don’t 















to Zoar. 





e of to- ay, are ie? ones an lead the way ; Aut it wasn 7 
the case with Lot’s wife. She was the last one out of © 





‘the house. I expect she had to fix up the fire in the 






stoves, and see that the windows were all fastened } 
down, and the shutters all closed, and the doors all 
locked, for it might not burn, you know, and they 
would come back and find things safe there! I don’t 
know but she wanted to pack a whole lot of things to 
take along. She wanted a few changes of garments, 

perhaps, and some bed clothing. But the messenger 
told ne to eae for bens te “ You are not going. 
Still she lingers behind. 
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“Look not behind you!’’ She is the last one. She 
“aN is behind all the ways. See them striking for safety. 
Ba On for safety! Lot and his two daughters and the 
ae wife. By and by the wife thought that she could look — 
around and they would’ not know it, and they didn’t . 
dare to look around to see if she was coming. Idon’t | 
know how it would have been with me. I would have 
been apt to look around to see if my wife was coming. 
I .would hate, wonderfully, to go without her. It 
seems to me that Lot must have been tempted to look. ‘ 
around; but then, God said: ‘‘ Look not behind you.” ; 
This is a personal matter, this.religion that we are _ 
speaking of to-day. ou are not to wait for wife, not — 
to wait for husband, not to wait for your children. . 
‘‘Escape for your life!” Escape from Sodom. Death © 
is coming just as sure as God reigns in heaven; and as _ 
sure as you breathe to-night, the death angel is upon 
your track. The white horse and his pale rider are ‘A 
coming toward you to-night, and the cold death fingers — ’ 
will play with your heart-strings before many hours _ 
pass away, and you will be sleeping the sleep of death. ; 
Death is coming—destruction upon every individual, — 
whether they know God or not. And to die without _ 
the forgiveness of Christ is fearful indeed. a 
She stops, and the fire and the brimstone and the i, 
salt water, flashing from the sea,all together, you know, * 
crystallized in a very short time—crystallized around 
that woman ina very short moment so that she became os 
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a pillar of salt. She was thoroughly preserved, and 
stood there a monument of salt! Why? Because of 
her disobedience to God. What did she do? Simply 
looked back ; that is all. . 

Did you ever hear people quibble about the com- 
mandments of God? ‘‘It don’t matter what you 
believe, so you are sincere.’’ That is. the doctrine of 
the devil. He is the most popular preacher in the 
: world, and he preaches that doctrine. ‘‘We don’t care 
what you believe, we don't care where you go, we 


”) 


cere. That is all you need—just to be sincere. 


- And peor Mother Lot was just as sincere as any 


_ woman ever was in all God’s world. What harm could 
there be in looking back? ‘Will I do any harm in 
looking back? Will I do any harm to anybody? If 
there isn’t any harm, why not?” And so she says, 

“It wont. do any harm to just take a little peep back 
Bee. fo.. see ifuthe fire is coming,” and she looked back. 
And she is looking there still! She disobeyed God in 
looking back, and God Almighty never allowed her to 
_ look forward again. You want to obey God. God 


thing to-day, he means that we should do it. 

But don’t you know hundreds and thousands of 
ey people to-day say: ‘I'll do anything under God’s 
ig, heaven rather than what God Almighty commands.” 


_ don’t care what church you join, just sc you are sin- 


_means what he says; if he tells you and me to do any- 


There isn’t any good sense in it. Now, he that 
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believes and obeys God has the promise of that life 
which is to come, artd God has placed his signal lights 
all along the line, all along the route; and we want 
Bro. Hawes just nee to sing Ae _the “Signal 
Lights.”’ 


Now, I remember, when holding a meeting at Cina 


who had been attending our services had been killed 
on the train. They told me about it as I was going up 
to the Y. M. C. A. meeting for men only. A numbe; 
of men were killed. Two passenger trains collide 
all because the signal lights were not properly placed. 


Bro. Hawes will now sing for you. [Prof. Haves 
here sang “The Signal Lights.’ le 
THE SIGNAL LIGHTS. 


“The signal iene are burning, burning bright, 
)Periall upon the Christian’s way ; 

Keep waiting, waiting, watching for the light, 
And never from the Saviour stray. 


CHORUS. 
‘ «Then watch, oh watch the signal lights, . 
The signal lights, the signal lights ; 


Oh watch the signal lights, 
And never from the Saviour stray. 


“ The red lights say, ‘Of danger now beware! sh 
Guard well your thoughts while passing on your way; 








LOT’S WIFE. 187 





by a Don’t venture where you may not with a prayer; 
There ’s danger there, there’s danger everywhere!’ 
































“The bright, the white light ever keep in view, 
ihe The pure, the blest, the Saviour’s signal light, 
; Protect and ne’er reject it—’t is for you— 
”T will guide and lead you home to heaven bright.”’ 


Now, in conclusion, my friends, what are you 
going to do about this matter? Will you get ready 
to meet God? Will you get rid of your sins, and get 
“4 rid of them now? Will you become obedient to God 
and take the warning that God has given you of the 
. destruction that awaits you, and the danger of death 
to those who reject the counsel of God? Will you 
become obedient. to God? We plead the merits of 
_ Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God. He has 
ae come into ‘ie world and shown you how to live— 
Ph how to live to die right. And he has come forth from 
the dead, and ascended into heaven, and is pleading © 
to-night in behalf of those who will obey him, that 
they may be saved. . 

Sinner, poe have tous God. You are in Sodom. 


: ‘aye ond they heal to be er aa Will you not 
_ submit yourself to the claims of the great God of 
Heaven? Mother, in God’s name, are you raising 


without regard to religious advantages and surround- 
ings ? Wife, are you living carelessly and indifferently 
in ewe to the ee that yop owe to God? Husband 


your children without regard to religious instruction, 
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are you doing your duty as you ought? Husbands ~ : 
and wives, and sons and daughters, one and all, God 
says to you, ‘Come.”\, ‘‘ Whosoever will, let him 
come and take of the water of life freely.”” I ask you 
to come to-night. Young men and young women, é 
come!” Let all come, for Jesus invites you to — 
come. 4 Gy. ; 4 
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WHAT AND WHERE IS HEAVEN? 


‘The whole family in heaven.”—ZfA. 7. 15. 


























There is a natural longing in the human heart for 

another, a higher and a better life. There is nothing 

in this world that gives so much joy and satisfaction 

in the midst of the trials and difficulties of this incon- 

stant life as to be assured from the Scriptures of Divine - 
Truth that there is a home for the soul. 

‘Home ofthe soul.” In our visions we have 
ones about it, we have talked about it, we have 
aye written about it, and we have dreamed about it, and 
eS out souls” are filled with bright anticipations as we 
look forward to the time when the light’ of heaven 
‘shall be round about us, and when in the city of the ; 
| Pivide God our souls shall thrill with joy at being 

‘surrounded with the redeemed of the Lord, and when 

we shall be evetlestinghy satisfied in his everlasting 
‘ ‘kingdom, y . 

The subject to- night may be considered upon the 
ee of some as being speculative. I have heard 
people talk about it being speculative; that we can 
i _ know but little about it, and that when we talk about 
it we are talking about iginerhing that we know but 


Bei iicanout So far as this life is concerned, it may 
ee : t 189 
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be true that we know but little about it; but it is 
also true that we can find out a great deal about 
heaven. It is-not all a dream. Not all a dream, my | 
brother ; for when we come to inquire if there be such — 
a place, the answer comes: There certainly is. God 
has not created us in vain. We are not put in this 
sin-cursed world to suffer a few weeks or months or he 
years, and then go out and be nothing but food for — 
earth-worms forever, and not have life beyond the Re 
tomb. ik no! God never nakes any mistakes; and 


a Se ed 
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die and be no more forever= Oh, what a mistake 
that would be, my friends! We believe that God is 
all-wise, and doeth all things well. We believe that 
he has prepared something better for man than He} 
now enjoys. 

I'would not leave the impression upon your mind 
that I am dissatisfied or discontented with the place 
in which we are now living. I am not dissatisfied - 
with this world so far as the world is concerned— 
with its hills and valleys, its beautiful trees and beau- . 
tiful lakes and streams and rocks, and all that js grand — 
and glorious! No, I am not dissatisfied with these ; 
but I am glad, since it is true, that we can not always 
stay here—that there is something better for us. 
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HEAVEN. I9QI 


That old question that sometimes comes up in our 
minds, don’t you think also rose in the mind of Job 
when in that country in which he lived and in the 
age in which he lived? ‘‘If a man die, shall he live 
again? All the days of my appointed time will I 
wait until my change comes.” He was going to 
change this world for a better one. And in the 
language of my text to-night it seems to me that 
there is something about it that satisfies the mind 
in regard to that place called heaven. “ Of whom 
the whole family in heaven and earth is named.” 
There is but the one family of God, part of them in 
“heaven, and part of them on earth. And this family 
is named of him, and for him, and to glorify him. e 
And when you ask me to-night if I have any good 

evidence upon this subject, I-answer you in the affirm- 
tive, I certainly have. — “Well, ” you ask again, “have 
ou any testimony from anyone | ‘who has ever been | 
1 heaven; any record made by anyone who has been | 
oe and oo us ee cins, about it?’ I answer, 
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heaven. He told us that it was certainly a beautiful 
place; and he said to his disciples: ‘‘ Lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust 
doth not corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through and steal.”” He talked very much of heaven. 
He rejoiced at the thought that he would soon return 
there. When he came near to his own death, he | 
rejoiced at the thought that he would soon be through | 

with this sin-cursed world, and be ‘at home i in heaven. 
And when his disciples were sad and cast down, 
lamenting the fact that he would “have to leave them, 4 3 
he gave to them this grand @vidence: ‘Let not your © 
heart be troubled. Ye believe in God, believe also in | 
me. In my Father’s-touse are many mansions. If it 
were not so, I would have told you. Igo to prepare 
a place for you. And if.I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and receive you unto myself; oe 
that where I am, there ye may be also.” So Jesus 





declares that there is such a place. He makes the 
declaration that if there were no such place, he would — 
have told them. We have this evidence from Christ, — BS 
and Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and a messenger 
from heaven. Then; my brother, it is true that® 
heaven is a different place from this ; it. is a place of 
holiness, a place of happiness, and a place where the 
redeemed of God are now. And so he said to his 
disciples: ‘‘If ye love me, ye would rejoice, because Is 

go to my Father.” He looked forward to the joy that 
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awaited him in heaven. He endured the cross, despis- 
aria ts. ing the shame, looking gladly forward to the heavenly 






























city beyond. So, my friends, Jesus Christ makes a 
first-class witness in the case. 
The second witness I will put upon the witness- 
stand is that man we sometimes call Saul of Tarsus. 
He had the blessed privilege of having a view of 
heaven. We might call it a bird’s-eye view. God 
meant that Paul should make a record of the matter, 
; He had the privilege of being caught up, not into the 
; i first or second heaven, but into the third heaven—even 
into paradise. He said he saw things that were not 
lawful for him to utter. Then Paul tells us there is 
such a place. If he is to be relied upon in other 
questions, we must rely upon him respecting the place 
3 called heaven, and we must believe that he was there ; - 
_ but then he doesn’t say himself that he was there. 
Let us sum that up a little. Saul, or Paul, said that 
2 he knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, 
whether in the body or out of the body I can not tell. 
_ God knoweth; how that he was caught up into para- 
-_ dise,’ or the ‘third heaven.’’’ Now, then, the ques- 
tion is, does that mean Paul? I say it does. Every- 
body that has examined the matter says it does, end 
_ how are we going to settle it satisfactorily? Ifyou 
__-will take your Bibles and look into them carefully, and 
see where he was fourteen years before, or about four- 


teen years before he wrote this, you will find out ~ 
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about what they were doing with him. Where was he 
0 . “I then? You remember how he went down to Lystra 
| and preached the Gospel to the people, and how they 
were ready at one time to worship him, and make a_ 
god out of him, nearly. He was a wonderfully popu: 
lar preacher for a little while; but his popularity did — ; 
not last very long- They soon became desirous off 


a 


getting rid of this wonderful preacher, and so they | 
- stoned him, and dragged him through the streets— 
took him and dragged him outside of the city, leaving 
- him for dead. They believed him to be dead. They, 
belieyed it when they dragged him through the city. 
Well, so far as we know, he was dead, for the spirit 
was separated from the body. And while they were 
pounding the old body of Paul, and bruising it and 
beating it, Paul was having a good time up in heaven. 
Oh, what a glorious time he was having! If he hac 
had time to look back and see them pounding his 
‘old body, he would have smiled and said, ‘‘ Well, 
they can get any aR Se out of that, they can ha 
‘it; 1am having a good time.” But you know that 
came back and entered into that same old beaten _ 
body, and got up and walked twenty miles the next 
day. And then did he say to the people that they 
must be careful about preaching Christ? If you are 
not carefel you may get stoned? No, he just preached 
harder than ever. They never stopped Am witl 
stones, or stripes, or bruises, or threats. They could n’ 
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do anything to stop him, only to take his head off; and 
he had done so much before his head was taken off, 
__. that he preached louder after he was dead than before. 
When they put him in prison to keep him from 
_ preaching, he would write, and write, and write, so 
that his writings might go to all the world. I don’t 
know whether we would have the beautiful epistles of 
_ this wonderful writer if it had not been that they shut 
o him up in prison. When he was out he had no time 
y write. He had to preach. When he was in jai he 
pid n't preach, so he had to write. So he was a busy 
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Paradise.’’ Where was Paradise then? Jesus didn’t 
go to heaven when he was crucified, when he died. — 
No, for after his resurrection from the dead he said ~ 
to’ Mary, ‘‘Touch me not, for I have not as yet as-)| 
cended unto my Father.’’ Where had he been? In 
Paradise. Where was Paradise then? It was what 
was commonly understood on thé-part of the Jews as 


the ‘‘intermediate state, 


” 


where. the spirits of the 2 
righteous went yntil: after the resurrection of Jesus — 
Christ. When Christ arose from the dead, he took © 
captivity captive. He conquered the unseen world 
conquered hell, and took the spirits up to heaven, — 
and made the way accessible. If I die to-night, I will ir 
be in heaven in the morning! If the Christian dies i in 
the faith and the hope of the Gospel, he dies on safe — 
ground now, under the Christian dispensation. Why? By 
Because Jesus has made atonement in heaven. He 
has made the way accessible. He has opened up 
new and living way. He has conquered death, and 
conquered the grave, and conquered hell. When we 
read of Paradise, we read of it being the third heaven. 
Paradise, where God is, and where the angels are! 
We do not read of Paradise as being an intermediate 
state after the Christian dispensation came. That mat- 
ter has been changed. Why? Because until Jesus 
went into heaven with his own body and blood, as a 
sacrifice, as a great High Priest, to make atonement 
in heaven for men, men could not enter heaven. The 
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blood of bulls and goats would not suffice to take 
away sins. Without the blood of Jesus Christ, there 
‘could be no remission of sin. But when that was 
done, when that work was performed, that ended it 
completely, and opened up a new and living way, so 
that heaven is the home of the redeemed now. And 
Brother Paul tells us that ‘‘the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named for him.” Jesus eee 
_ them to “lay up for themselves treasures in heaven.’ 

Why lay them up there, if there isn’t much hope of 
getting there? Why not lay them up in the ‘‘inter- 
mediate state,” if that is the place you are going to 
~ get to first? No, my friends, I don’t care; if you 


fae 
ek ‘want to go there, you may. But as for me, I don’t 




























want to go around on any side track, so far as 1 am 
concerned. Jesus Christ has opened up a new and liv- 
i ing way, with a strait gate that takes us right up 
- into heaven. “Strait is the gate, and narrow is the 
eo. which leadeth unto life, and few there be who find 
’ but ‘blessed are they that do his command- 
; ae that they may have right to the tree of life, 
and may enter in through the gate into the city.”’ 

vi So the city is prepared, and we have our Master’s 

evidence in the first place, and Brother Paul’s in the | 
. second pies Now, we want another— Brother John. 
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had been to heaven once. 


of it. 
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proud over it. That’s the reason Brother Paul had 
that thorn to contend with. God told him he would 
give him grace to bear it, but he would not take it 
away from him, for fear he might get proud because he 
That is a good thing some- E Ms 
Some preachers need thorns sometimes to C 
Paul had it for that 
very reason, and it was a grand, good thing, and he 
He believed God; and he said — 
. And he went on | 
believing that the grace of God was sufficient for him. — 


times. 
keep them from getting proud. 


was satisfied withs it. 
that ‘‘his grace would be sufficient.”’ 


But now John was to be the revelator, or at lea ee 
to make a record of the revelation of Jesus Chri 
The last book of the Bible is the book that gives us 
history or description of the heavenly city and heaven 
And Brother John was selected of all the — ; 
Hehadavision 


world. 





apostles to record a vision of heaven. 
He had a vision of the Church too, in this world 
and that book is meant to tell us of the trials and t 
umphs of the Church of the living God, and to give 
a description of the heavenly city, the New Jerusalem. 
Brother John tells about the city, that the walls are of BS 


that each gate is of pearl; that the streets are 


jasper ; 
of gold; and that the river of life is clear as crystal, h: 
And he tells us. a 
three times of the tree of life being there. And they 


who do God’s will shall be permitted to enter and par-— 


flowing out from the throne of God. 


take of the leaves of this tree, which are for the healing 
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of the nations. God drove Adam and Eve, as I said 
once before, from the tree of life in the Garden of 
Eden, and transplanted that tree of life over in Para- 
dise. Through disobedience to the will of God, man 
was driven away from the tree of life. Through 
obedience to God they get back to the tree of life, and 
hence, when we get back to the tree of life, and eat of 
a et fruit, we shall live for ever. . 
. _ John gives. us a description of the New Jerusalem. 
He tells. us that the walls are fifteen hundred miles 
fifteen hundred miles wide, and fifteen hundred 
there will be plenty of room for all of 
rho will enter there. Will there be a good f 
in that city? Oh, it will be a large city. 
_number | the cities that are in this world to- 
John, i in giving a description of this heavenly 
e saw them standing before the throne and 


3 ee clothed with white robes, and with mea cf 
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Aue ‘to Eee ae all. Think a mo- ne 










in ete he in ae also that sea 
thle persons | who die in this world are, of fun 
rse, saved 5 ; i all who ee God’s divine truth 
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will be saved; when you take all this into consid- | 

eration, there is going to be a great number in the city, 

of the living God, the New Jerusalem. The New Jeru- 
salem is to be brought down by God out of heaven. 

But enough of this, so far as place is concerned. 

: We have no trouble in settling that by these witnesses - 

=who have made a record in the inspired Book. We 

have the evidence, then, from people who have been 

Q there and seen with their own eyes, and heard with _ 

their own ears, and have made a record with their own — 

hands, so far as John and Paul are concerned. Reve- _ : 

lation is clear. There is such place as heaven. 

Now, then, where is heaven? Which way, up or — 

down? Well, this is to be treated a little differently, 

possibly, from what a great many would treat it. How 

far is it above us, if above? We always speak of it. % 

but what it will think of ‘‘above,”’ ‘fup,”” always. — 

Say anything about hell, and their mind goes ‘‘down,” & 

every time. We speak of people ‘‘losing heaven” 

when they have never been there. They have lost — 

heaven just by not getting it; and some people never 

will lose heaven any more than I will lose a million 2 

dollars to-night. I can’t lose a thing I haven’t got. Cae 

That would be impossible, and you will never lose Q 

heaven if you do n’t get there. You will simply mss s 





HEAVEN. 201 


; ; But now, when we come to the question in regard 
4 ; to where heaven is, we take up the ‘sciences that we 
7 have to-day, and we will find a wonderful study there. 
Take up astronomy, for instance, and see what we will 
find, If you were permitted to stand on one of the 


golden rings of Saturn, you would see another firma- 





























ment of suns, moons and stars stretching overhead, 
and all around. Then could you go on to the nearest 
fixed star, Alpha Centura, with its two suns, shining 
with a light equal to forty-six times the intensity of 
our sun, and stand on one of the beautiful planets 
there, you would behold the firmament of the Polar 
Star system, whose light is forty-six years reaching 
our earth. From thence you would see Vega, which 
- shines with a light equal to four hundred and forty of 
our suns. “Could you then pass on up the silent aisles 
ee ‘of the heavenly temple of the shining monarchs of 
Vega, you would see the glittering firmament of 
Capella, blazing with several suns. From the golden 
brow of Capella, you would behold the firmament of 
Arcturus shining with a light equal to five hundred and 
fifty of such suns as shine in the blue vault which sur- 
‘rounds us. Could you stand upon one of the planets 
in the bewildering firmament of Arcturus, you would 
not then be beyond the reach of the telescope, or the 
calculations of bold astronomers. Above you would 
discover glorious Alcyon sending forth a flood of light, 
equal to twelve thousand of our little suns. But this 
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is only the beginning—-the.mere vestibule of the starry — 
temple. There are celestial systems lying beyond, 
some of which, we have‘every reason to believe, con- ; 
tain upwards of twenty-two thousand suns each—and © 
think—and each system is a firmament with a family 
of revolving planets a. million times larger than our — 
own. It is affirmed by those who have spent a life- f 
time in the exploration of the starry heavens, that — 
there are no less than eighteen million suns shining ie, | 
in the firmament, within reach of Lord Ross’ mighty i! 
telescope! Well may we ask, where are the frontiers _ 
of the boundless heavens—the last remote spot, be- 
yond which no star glitters on the dark bosom of 
eternal night—where is the verge of the universe? ; 
Where are the highest heavens, the home of the rena 
deemed? Who dares to.say that he could count th a 
grand total of heaven’s millions of firmaments, on 
above another, even though he could count a millio 
years at the rate of five hundred per minute? Could 
you fly in a straight line with the velocity of light from 
the edge of Alcyon, the sixth firmament beyond ours, 
it would take you billions of years to reach the high- 
est heaven. Nay, if you were to travel through all 
eternity, you would never reach the outer bounds — a 
of Jehovah’s vast and beautiful temple, beyond which =: 
no suns may be found exploring their way through 
the infinite heavens, burning into the dark concaves of | 

night. 
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Now if the home of the redeemed is beyond the 
stars, as many imagine, it will never be reached, for 
there 1s no beyond. If Adam and Eve had started from 
a the garden gate of Eden for heaven, six thousand years 
ago they could not have reached it yet. They never 
io can if it is in the region above all the stars. Then where 
¥ it? Is hele te place? We answer yes, yes. 
Above us? The idea with us is 





It is de- | 


ep us as re so far away, but no; it is not far. 










in heaven. are is not tee not far. 


ee The sage were there with him after he 
di been i smpted of the devil. The angels came 
m heaven to roll away the stone, the morning of 





| resurrection. ; The angels were with him when he Nina 
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such that when you go into the silent cave, where the — 


had that hearing now, my friends, heaven would not 


204 UPDIKE’S SERMONS. 


ascended into heaven. ~ And he said before he died, 
‘In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were 
not so I would have told you.” > 

Then it is not faith in astronomy, but it is faith in 
Jesus Christ, faith in the Spirit of God, faith in divine 


revelation that there is such a place as heaven. And 










it may be the center around which the universe of 
worlds revolve; orcit may be that the planet upon oa 
which we live is very near that planet, or that great ag 
center, around which the universe of worlds revolve. — 
And if we had the hearing, as I said before, which we ae 
some day may have; the spiritual hearing which even 
Huxley says it will be possible for man to have, such ae 
that the growth ofa petal will make a noise like the : 
rumbling of a wagon crossing a corduroy bridge, and. 


silence is so great that the blood rushing through 
your veins and coursing through the arteries will 


sound so loud that it will become painful to you; if we 


seem so far from us after all. ve 


Then the music of heaven! I remember a good — 
. a 


old sister who had been faithful in the service of al- _ 


mighty God for so many years, nearly fifty years. We 4 
were holding a series of meetings in the place where © 
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hopes of heaven, and the joy of heaven. And when 
that night I stood beside the bed of that noble woman 


of God, her husband, whose hair was gray with many | 


years, having been fifty years a member of the Church 
of Jesus Christ, asked her, ‘‘ Mother, shall Brother 
Updike pray with you?” She nodded assent. We 
prayed, holding her by the hand. Then he asked 
her, ‘‘ Mother, shall we sing?’’ And she shook her 
head, ‘‘No.’’ And then she made a powerful effort 
to speak. She was a woman who would tell the 


truth. She was dying, and she knew it; and she 


would tell the truth then, surely. She* ‘said, No; 


I hear sweeter music —the music of heaven.” 
Those were the last. words that that grand old 
saint, good old Mother Gordon, uttered. ‘‘The 
music of heaven.’ When we went out of the room 


that night, the stars were shining brightly, and all was 


so clear and silent, and the gentleman who was walk- 
ing along by my side, who was nota professed Chris- 


tian, said to me, ‘‘ Mr. Updike, it seems to me that 
the air is full of heavenly music.’’ Oh, yes, the mu- 


sic of the heavenly world! And I have no doubt, as 
Dr. Nelson, in his ‘‘Evidences of the Christian Re- 


— ligion,” suggests, that the people of the Living God 


dying in faith, and conscious of it, are permitted, even 


before they pass, sometimes, from this world, to hear 
the music of heaven, and to sing and to be permitted ' 


va Beto enter into the spirit of that worship that awaits the 
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: anybody. Her husband stood at the foot of the bed, | 


they had, a aie that I brought into the family of 


only look forward to the home to which Iam going, Ty 


of worlds revolve. God is there; and in the second 
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redeemed of the Lord. “I believe it from the evidence 
I have had from personal observation, standing by ~ 
the bedside of dying saints of God. 

I stood by the bedside of another saint, whom I 


knew to be true, who would never lie for anything or 
and the little boy stood beside the.bed, the only child — 


God. They stood there weeping over her, and said, 
‘‘ How can we give you up?” She said, ‘‘If you only 


knew the joy I have in my soul; if you could onl 
hear the sweet music that I hear; and if you coul 


am sure yon would Wes glad that I will soon Be: there. ae ‘a 


and who has faith in God, and faith in his word, will, a 
lie about music that they. hear in the dying hour? | 

So, my friends, we have n’t any trouble, it seems ‘to. 
me, in settling the question in regard to its not being 
far to the center, possibly, around which the universe 


place, Christ is there, for he ascended into heaven. 
Christ is there. And in the third piace, we have the ~ 
holy angels there. Yes, ‘‘ there is more joy in heaven 
in the presence of the angels over one sinner that ream “ 
penteth, than over ninety aud nine ie persons wheal 
sce no Tepe Hane. ay 
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deemed of the Lord are there. The saints of God who 
have died in the triumphs of the living faith have 
entered the heavenly world. We have children there, 
2 cc _ possibly. We have fathers and mothers there. Pos- 
sibly you have sisters there. Or possibly you have a 
wife there, or a husband, or some one who is very dear 
to you, indeed, has crossed the river. They are in 
ae _ heaven to-night. Part of the family in heaven, and 
: _ part of them on earth. “The whole family i in heaven.” 

~ The family just divided by the narrow stream of death, 

and that being the only division, it is not far above, 

| and it will not take us long to get there, when we get 
ef a good start, when we come down to the river. 

# : Now, my brother, that soul who gets out of this 
; life into the eternal life, sweeping through the gates, 

| washed i in ‘the blood of the Lamb, will beckon us there. 

Oh, what a grand thing to beckon to- night! What a 
grand thing to urge on to a better and holier life! 
_ When we begin: to think of heaven and where it is, and 
‘the j joy that awaits us over there, our souls are thrilled 
ee expression. 

When I was a boy I remember that heaven eae 
_ me like a place filled with strangers. No one there 
t I could think of. But by and by I stood by the 


La ele, 


Py the side of an aunt. And then by the side cf an uncle. 


bedside of a saint of God, my grandmother. Then by 


died 1m the cone oe the acs God. Be 











fh 


_you back to this world! Thus my loved ones have 
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which is to come, By and by, I had a family of ao 
own ; little ones; and as I was leaving home one day, 
my little boy, Harry, whom I loved as dearly as I 
loved my life, crawled to the door, and his last words . 
to me were, ‘‘ Papa, papa, good-bye.’’. The next time | 4 
I saw him he was in the spasm of death, and lived but 
a few minutes after I arrived home, having been dis- 
patched for. And when I saw our darling pass away, — 
and I found that we must give him up at last, oh, what 
joy to my soul to know from the Word of God that — 
there is a life beyond! And it is only the little flower , 
plucked from our own family flower garden, and placed ~ 
in the great boquet of God in heaven, near by the: 
throne in the eternal home. Home! Home! Thow ae ; . 


ing me, I will go to you. He is free from this sin- _ 
cursed world. Saved through the blood of Jesus 
Christ! Redeemed forever, and placed near the throne 
of God! Oh, stay there my darling; I would not call Boat 


been crossing the river. Some of my best friends are 
already over the river. | They are in heaven to- night, 
and they are beckoning for me to come, for you to f 
come, for all to come. . 


Se 


I remember, years ago, in a part of the country 
where railroads were not in use, some of the old. 
preachers would start out ona wD of were months. 


See es ede tone 
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can now. One minister, of whom I am now thinking, 
(ie had a darling child who used to watch and wait at the 
ME gate just about the time she supposed her papa would 
x: return home, glad to greet him. One day, while the 






















father was gone, the death angel came to the home, 
and took the child on to the heavenly world. The 
father knew nothing of it until he came home. 
He came on horse-back, watching the gate as he came 
to see his darling child. But the child was not there to 
greet him and welcome papa home with her usual kiss. 
No, she had crossed the river. He hitched his horse 
and went into the house. The wife met him with tears 


4 is the trouble ?”” She said, ‘‘Sit down and I will tell it 
oe to. ey vs oe then he related the sickness and 


go to heaven; but you tell him when he comes that I 
will be at the beautiful gate, watching and waiting for 

7 him; that I will beckon for him there.” Oh, that would 
; be enough to make a man faithful to God! Many are 
Ks at the beautiful gate to-night, with beckoning hands, 
watching and waiting for you there. The beckoning 
ing “hands of mother; the beckoning hands of the darling 
ee child; the beckoning hands of loved ones; and, 
we above all, the beckoning | hand of the Lord of Life and 
i "Glory. There are so many beckoning for me to-night, 
so many beckoning for you to-night; and as these 


in her eyes ; and he said ‘‘What is the trouble? What | 


ne ‘said, ia Nene I guess papa mal not Be hone before I. 
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loved ones over there are beckoning us to come, let us 
resolve, God helping us, to live better lives, and try 
and meet them over there. 

I am going to ask Brother Hawes to sing my favor-_ ; 
ite song, ‘‘ Beckoning Hands.” The song was sung 
by Prof. Hawes. 


(BEAUTIFUL BECKONING HANDS. 


Beautiful hands at the gateway to-night, 
Faces all shining with radiant light, 

Eyes looking down from yon heavenly home, 
Beautiful hands that are beckoning, Come. 


CHORUS. 


Beautiful hands, beckoning hands, 
Calling the dear ones to heavenly lands; 
Beautiful hands, beckoning hands, © 
Beautiful, beautiful beckoning hands! 


Beckoning hands of a mother, whose love 
~ | Sacrificed life its devotion to prove; — 

Hands of a father, to memory dear, 

Beck’ning up higher the waiting one here. 4 save 


Beautiful hands of a little one, see! 

Baby voice calling, O mother, to thee! PY yapates 
-Rosy-cheeked darling, the light of our home— 
Taken so early—is beckoning, Come. 


Beckoning hands of a husband or wife, 

Waiting and watching the loved one of life; 
Hands of a brother, a sister, a friend, 

Out from the gateway to-night they extend! 
There is another question, and I am done. Shall 
+ 
we know each other there?’ That mother asks, Shall - 
I know my child in heaven? If I see my child i 
heaven, shall I know my child? Why not? W 


4 
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Near not? Is heaven going to be a place filled with 
ae strangers? It will not seem like heaven to me, it 
seems, if Iam not to know those whom I have loved 
and been associated with here. Why, my friends, 


( you cross the river you shall know them. That will 


r% beyond the reach of harm. 
Ay ready, too, to-night, and enter into the work of God 


tor miss heaven at last. You may gain the whole 
world, but if you lose your own soul, where is the 


\ 


man, what have you gained? If you have all the 


~ 


at have you ae rae 
Now, I want you to come, all you ‘that will have 
en as your Bom, God helping you. Come, 
Come, like honest men, 







certainly I believe we shall know each other there. 
The mother will know her child. And why not? As_ 


be heaven to know that you are safe forever—forever 
aa ‘Let me urge upon you to get ready, and to get 


oy with all your heart. Young man, you can not afford — 


ae ofit? Young man, what have you gained? Young 


ne pleasures of this life, but by that miss heaven at last— 
* ri ) ¥ 
ee miss that Se ie ene at so et expense ; 
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not heaven. The sinner who dies has no home to go — 
to. The Christian only has a home. 


‘«‘Home in heaven! What a joyful thought, 
As the poor man toils in his weary lot.” 


God help you to come, my brother. 
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AN AFTERNOON LECTURE, DELIVERED TO WOMEN ONLY. 


_ Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and 
iy: Sidon. 7 : 

And behold a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and 
cried unto him saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; 
‘my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. 

But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and be- 
sought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. 

But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of 
ie house of Israel. * 

_ Then came she and worshiped him, saying, Lord, help me. 

_ But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children’s — 
4 bread, and to cast it to dogs. : 
4 And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat ot the crumbs which 

fall from their master’s table. 

Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy 

4 faith : be it unto thee even as thou wilt, And her daughter was made 

"whole from that very hour, ; f 

i a: And Jesus departed from thence, and came nigh unto the sea of 

4 talilee ; and went up into a mountain, and sat down there. 

: And great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that 

re lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down 

esus’ feet; and he healed them : 

Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb 

- speak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to 

Bees, aS they glorified the God of Israel.- —Matt. xv. 21-31. 


Ladies of Emporia: I assure you that I am glad 
see so aban here this Be tneOn, bebout yf agen ina: 
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attractions going on. It certainly speaks well for you — 
and for the interest you have in this great work in 
which we are all, I trust, engaged. 

In the various cities, in addressing the ladies, we Se 
have never felt at home, in any of our meetings, as ag 
much as we do when we talk to the men. I don’t — ; 
know why this should be so, but we will confess, never- 
theless, that we rather like to talk to the men; but — 
when we begin to talk to the women we are afraid we = 
can’t do the subject a We feel our weakness. rf 


hitting ee some way, no matter how we strike. So 
this afternoon we will have your sympathy, and that ‘: 
will help us very much in our talk. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the best faene of all, said: 
‘‘O woman, great is thy faith!’ You will find this i ing 
the fifteenth chapter of Matthew, twenty- -eighth verse: 
‘‘O woman, great is thy faith.” ; 


«We are living, we are dwelling . 
In a grand and awful time ; 
In an age on ages telling, 
To be living is sublime.” — 


If I knew what I know to-day, and was placed back 
eighteen hundred years, and were asked the question, 
‘‘Where would you desire to be born?’ I would 
answer, ‘‘In Ohio.” And if they would ask me ih ; 


“1850,” And then if they should as me about the 


me 


surroundings, and who should be my mother, I woul 
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say, ‘‘ The mother I have.” I am perfectly satisfied 
with the present arrangement. It is better than to 
have been born eighteen hundred years ago. Yes, I 
would prefer to be born in the nineteenth century, for 
the age in which we are living is the golden age, and 
we are looking forward to still better and greater and 
more wonderful times. 

When we take up this subject of ‘‘ Woman: Her 
_ Place and NS ae we must gs further than we 


God A to man, “Tt is hee ey for man to 


ve 


a ied ; 
member (recorded in the second chapter of Genesis), 


So he created woman, and caused, as you 





a deep sleep to come upon man; and in that sleep ; 
ye there was a rib taken from him, ‘and from that rib 
hs woman was” made. | Man ‘was. made from mud, but 
woman was made: from solid bone! Something of © 
nore worth, you know. Shoe he first shall be last, and 
he last shall be first.” Man was made first, and woman 
as made last, and that was in accordance with 
od’s plan. The time is coming when woman is going — 
be first. Do n't you know that? She was first in 
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the affections of Adam, and first to be deceived and 
wander away ; but the first, of course, to be recognized 
as the one to be the mother of the Saviour of the 
world. Hence there isn’t anything we could say this 
afternoon which would. leave the impression that we 
desire to leave in regard to the power and the purity 
and the glory of woman. 


_If women could only understand their place to-day ae 


it seems to me that our world would be better than it — % 


is now. But when we take into consideration the fact 
of the effort that has been made, all along the line, in 

the ages past, ‘eae woman under bondage and in z 
slavery, and to keep her from being educated ; to keep | 
her from the platform; to keep her out of the office, 
and te keep her away from everything that might de- mt 
velop her wonderful powers and attain to great success; 
when we consider, I say, that every effort has been ne 
made to keep woman down and away from the place” 
that God intended her to fill, we wonder to-day that | 
she is succeeding as grandly as she is. When we look — 
at the criminals of our country we find that ninety- five . 
per cent. of our young men are going astray; but that 
can not be said of our young women. If you go to 
our colleges you will find that the very best students, _ 
the most thorough, the best graduates and the largest _ 
proportion, are among the lady students and gradu- 
ates. When we come to those who are the best 
posted, the best and most thoroughly prepared for the 


— 
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various professions, we find that women have the 
i highest place there. When we examine their prac- 
| tices, to see how their lives compare with those of the 
young men of to-day, we see their course is entirely 
different. The young men are being destroyed. All 
classes of men are being poisoned with the cigarette 
and the cigar, and the saloon and the cup that ruins ; 
we find these things poisoning all grades of young 
men. The young women are not being so destroyed ; 
they are not being poisoned in this way; their integrity 
is not being darkened. And it seems to me I can pre- 
dict for the woman of the future a greater and better” 
‘and nobler and higher place than she has ever yet 

























! 


attained. 
meee take up the history of the past, ond we find in 
Britis: Book of God especially, that while woman has 
a been admired for her beauty, and man spoken of for 
his strength, the beauty of woman has been used to 





the better advantage of man. Esther, one of the most 
% beautiful women that we read of in God’s Book, used 
her beauty, not in a way to injure her ‘nation, not to 

the injury of mankind, but in a way that brought sal- 


vation to her people. eee with all her beauty, was 















; ‘ in the path of right. She was the woman of all wiio 
said, “‘T will go into the presence of the king, and if 
I ae oL es I will make the plea.”” She makes 


So it is with 
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woman in all history. Where her heart has been 
touched with the principles of right, and where she 
has been interested in the welfare of government, she 
has had more power, and has accomplished more to _ 
improve the world and make the world better, than — 
‘men have-done.. No man to- -day is a great man who 
didn’t have a good mother. No man to- -day, if he 5 
has a wife, can be a useful man if he has not a good — 
wife ; the two belong to man as his best treasures and S " 
his bbs friends. First, a good mother, to give the 
words of advice and encouragement in life; second, 


will help him to greatness and honor. We have hear. 
the words, ‘‘Mother,”’ ‘“‘Home,” and ‘Heaven i 
three great words. To me it is ‘‘ Mother,” ‘ Wife,’ 

and ‘‘Jesus;” these three, the best friends in all the 
ee NSS SE NMite, sane pd ests And 


been the means of leading astray, or giving Lab 
that would cause any boy, or any man, to fall by t 
way. Nearly all the good that I have known, nearly 
all of purity and right living, and of the principles oF 
right, have come through the teachings of good, tri 
women, and the bad that I have learned in life I hav 


learned of men. Never have I been taught rons oe 
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belong to her to do such things. But, on the other 
hand, can any woman say, to-day, that they have 
never been deceived, that they have never been lied 
to? No, my brother. Woman was the first to be de- 
ceived by a lie, and that lie, that led her away into 
_ disobedience to God, was, it is true, the cause of the 
ges fall of man, but woman was the first one to come 
back and to try to co him "ass to Durty and 
‘right. 
: So when we alle about the power and place of wo- 
man not being understood to-day, we mean that it is 
not understood, in the first place, in the Church. The 


rd 
SC eed pon has oo to blame, in the past ages, 






Pithae way phe vill some ene way. They had 
be in this line, for if liek: can ay 
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in telling the truth?” I would say, ‘‘ Yes, if she is 
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and never will have ; and if women don’t get to under- 
stand their place in the Church a little better, I don’t 
know what we are e going to do to save the Church, for 
the majority of our church members are women, The 
majority of our criminals are men. The most of the. ; 
people in our penitentiaries are men; the minority are 
women. Why? ,Because women are in the churches, — 
Woman is stronger than man, morally. Talk about 3 
““weak woman!” It’s the biggest lie I ever heard, 
this story of women being weaker than men. I don t “ 
believe a werd of it. You need not tell me any such 
thing. Physically, she may be; but morally, spiritually 
and intellectually, it is not true. She hasa finer brain; 
she has a better sense of feeling ; she has a better con-_ 
science; she is more honest; she will keep her word 
better than a man will, nine times out of ten. (All but 
your husbands! They are always excepted.) <r 
If you were to ask me, ‘‘Do you believe a woman 
has a right in the pulpit? Do you believe God Al. 
mighty would help and bless the efforts of a woman > 


filled with the spirit of truth and righteousness, and — 
has an earnest desire for the salvation of the dying ; 
world.” I don’t see why a woman has not just as good © 
a right to be an evangelist, just as good a right to be a 
preacher, just as good a right to lecture, as any body 


in the world. That is what / think about a woman sa 
talking. 
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Now, you women don’t need to be scared; you 
don’t have to go unless you want to. We want you 
to see where your place is in the world. 

What does Paul say? And poor Brother Paul ; 
one of my sample preachers; the best preacher I read 
of in that Book; I think he is the grandest man that 
ever preached! But he has been abused and abused 
and abused; and he is called a sour old bachelor; and 
a little, old, good-for-nothing bachelor who didn’t like 
women; and preachers have said that Paul wrote what 
he did because he was a bachelor and had become 
disgusted with women, and all that; but they simply 
misunderstood poor Paul. They say, “Well, Paul 
said, ‘Let your women keep silence in the churches, 
and if they would know anything let them ask their 
husbands at home.’” But some of you haven’t any 
husband, and what would you do? And some of you 
have husbands that are not very good, and that do n’t 


care much about your religion, and what would you 


do? If you would ask them, they would give you 
very peculiar advice. Why, some of your husbands 
need your advice more than you need theirs! But 
that is the way it reads, and so they have said that is 2 


very peculiar law laid down there, that women must 


_keep silence in the churches. Now I am going to 


read that passage. We find it in the fourteenth 
chapter of First Corinthians, thirty-fourth and thirty- 
fifth verses: ‘‘Let your women keep silence in the 
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churches, for it is not permitted unto them to speak ; 
but they are commanded to be under obedience, as 
also saith the law. And if they will learn anything, let — 
them ask their husbands at home; for it isa shame for 
women to_speak in the church.” What, ‘‘a shame” re 


Yes, that is what Paul says, isn’t it? No, no; Paul 
does n’t say thaty 







I remember asking an excellent lady, one time, to 
speak in church, and she shook her head. She would — 
not speak. She was a good scholar, and I believed 
that she wanted to be a Christian, and I wanted her t 
make some remarks in the meeting ; but she would” 
not make any remarks. After meeting I ‘happened te 4 
go to that place to dine. After dinner she said to me 
“Brother Updike, I want to tell you that I could n't 
conscientiously, speak in church; now couldn't; - 
would hurt my conscience ; I couldn’t sleep if I did” 
that.” “Is that so? Well, now, why?” She said, 
“Well, you know, Paul says, ‘Let your women keep 
silence in the churches; and if they would learn any- 
thing, let them ask their husbands at home.’ ” Said 
I, “You haven’t any husband ;”’ she was a widow lady. 
Now don’t you think that poor woman said her con- 

science would trouble her if she spoke in church, and 
yet that woman was dressed the best you ever saw 
woman dressed! She had on the most expensive silk 


dress—just as expensive as it is Possible, to have ; and a 
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around her neck, and she had gold ‘‘ear bobs”’ with 































diamonds in them, and she had gold finger rings, and 
she was just dressed lke anything. And that woman 
was the one who couldn't conscientiously speak in 
church! So I just turned the tables a little; I read 
what Peter said about women wearing gold and costly 
| apparel, and all that, you know, and when I read that 
_ through I asked her if that hurt her conscience any ?” 
* No, “better be out of the world than out of fashion.”’ 
ht See 2? You know some of us like to do certain things, 
and we always have Scripture to help us out when we 
ce to do them. But you remember my advice about 
reading the Bible ? There are four questions that you 
to keep in mind: First, who sneaks: second, to | 
whom spoken; third, for what purpose ; and fourth, 
r what dispensation spoken, 
_ Now i in this, who was the writer? Paul. To whom 
en? To the heathen converts converted from 
athenism at Corinth. For what purpose? To an- 
vel various questions - which they had asked him; 
sked him about | ‘marriage, and they asked him 
t the resurrection from the dead ; they asked him 
ut communion . and there is hardly anything that 
can think of that they didn’t ask Paul about. 
d having asked him about these questions, he an- 
ered them in order, and so he takes up this one 
tt woman’ s mae a her one in Yc 











churches, for they are not permitted to speak : and if 
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speaking in public assemblies ; they would not allow 
her to talk; they looked upon woman as they do to- 
day, asa slave. And the difficulty with our mission- 
aries is to reach women. We have to have women 
missionaries to the heathen women in order to convert 
them to Christianity. Why? Because of the hea- 
then belief respecting them. They think a woman has — 4 
‘no soul; that she has no rights or privileges. 
But what does Brother Paul say? Now, read the 
whole Pace ‘Let your women keep silence in the i 
churches ;”’ that is what they said. He states he 
question which they ask him, and then he answers its a: 
They said: ‘‘Let your women keep silence in thea 


they will learn anything, let them ask their husbands at 
home, for it is a shame for women to speak in th 
churches.”” That is what ¢hey said. Now, what does : 
Paul say? ‘What? Came the word of God out 
from you? Or came it unto you only?” “You mad 
that law; I never did;” this'is the idea“ Tian 
man think himself toe be a prophet, or spiritual, let 
him acknowledge that the things that I write unto yo 
are the commandments of the Lord. But if any man 
be ignorant, let him be ignorant.” If any man be so 
miserably ignorant as to think that a woman has n 
soul, and has no rights, he is hardly worth bothering — 
with. ‘‘ Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, an i : 
forbid not to ‘speak with tongues.” That is the ident % 
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—forbid them not. Paul says you must not forbid 
women to speak! 
_Then there are others who say, speaking with re- 


gard to woman’s rights and privileges, that God says: 


“Suffer not the women to usurp authority over the 
° man.’ That is right. He doesn’t suffer a woman to 
usurp! - Look at your iaerniey when you get home, 

and look up the word ‘‘usurp.’’ God does n’t allow 
“that, and God doesn’t allow man to usurp authority Y 


Be me er women, 4 LS or ‘to use ODEO Bae oe over 


biunity over athe man. Bat sea it comes to aie 
and praying, that belongs to woman as much as it | 
gs to man. Woman in the church is the equal, 
ee ie with ‘man. _ When God Luan woman, 


: Broke att man, wine he aie be canted upon ie 
‘But he ok the bone from his side, near his 
‘that she might be protected by him, and be his 

| She was ‘to be a help- meet to man; a help- 
Some of them are only helps 

But the t true woman is baa mecteii ee 
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kept saying, ‘‘ Go right on, go right on.” Well, I had 
to go, you know. She meant that I should preach. I 
had undertaken it, and I must go right on with it, and — : 
not be discouraged, not give it up. You must not fail ; . 
you must not fail: No; no man is going to fail when _ 
his wife fede right by him and says, ‘‘ Now I will A 
stand by you right along.” Let a wife take a stand — : 
against her husband in business affairs, and nine times” Ob 
out often he will fail; but when a woman stands by” 
her husband and gives him the right sort of encourage-_ 
ment he will succeed, usually. I never knew a man : 
yet that told me that he took his wife’s advice, i 
matters of business even, when he thought he needed it, 
but that he always came out right; and when he wore 
contrary to his wife’s advice he failed, generally. It is. 
the case now and then. Talk about her being t 
weak one, and about ber not knowing much! I ll te 
you, if we would only listen to her advice more thai 
we do, we would all be better off than we are. k wo 
be better off than I am, and you would be better 
than you are. I could write a good big sermon on th 
other side, about the mistakes; but we are not goin; 










talk about the place you are to hold, and your powe 
there. The place of the mother, with the little child 
in the home; what a wonderful influence that is. Oh 
days of my childhood, as I look back now! Just let 
your mind go back, my sisters, to the hours and day : 
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of your childhood, when you played around the old 
home, when mother called you into the house, and 
_asked something of you; when mother pressed that 
- kiss upon your cheek; when she placed that hand up- 
on your brow, and when she taught you that prayer. 
Oh, days of my childhood! It touches my heart 
_ always when I remember that little trundle bed, and 
ee I remember the evening prayer, and to-night, 











_ when I lie down, I will say the same evening prayer: 






“Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray the Lord my sau to keep.’”? 






Se x I say it every night. Mother taught me that little 
yer in my trundle bed back there in old Mercer 
ty, Ohio, and Tr still pray, ‘‘God bless sence 
God bless father. God bless brother, and sister ;’ 
et aoa bless wife and children.” 











ase little. prayer that. bie cab re aay hira. 
when we talk about the power of woman in this 

ment of ours, we find that she has had wonder- | 
uence. You may talk about infidelity having if 
fe to do ue cee the peace of lib- 












to db a the Se of our country than all the 
s s of the world ; and when you talk about the 
that cs country enjoys to- ane and the freedom 





-much; it was the women who'stayed at home and took — : 
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of the African race, you know that that erand woman, — 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, accomplished more for the 
freedom of the slaves than did the men of our country. — 
You may talk to-day about the women not doing very 


care of the children and endured the hardships of a 4 










of woman, the Reet of ‘woman; we owe 
to her. * 
~ My triends, if you are going to make this wo 
better than it is to-day, the only way to do it is to ¢ 
the women, and keep them straight in the line t 
God would have them go. More women have give 
their lives, if you will read the history of the pa 


a 


I believe that more ae have died for Jesus 


who Sania give their lives for the sake of Jesus Chi 
than in any other age of the world. yy, 2 Beca 
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of the world for the sake of their children, for the 
sake of their-home! Possibly some of them have to Mies: 
go to the wash-tub to make a living for their little ‘ 
families, while the husband spends what he makes by re 
drinking, or gambling, or in a worse way. But the 
woman endures it for the sake of her children, for the 
sake of her home, for the sake of society. Yes, 
woman has endured this ; her power to overcome is. 
greater and stronger than is that of man. There isn’t 
a man, to my knowledge, who would stay at home, 
day in and day out, night in and night out, alone, — 
if Ga with the children; with possibly the sickness of the s 


| ieee: peas and gS wife’s health broken. But the wife 
3 She still remains there for her chil- Utes 
Ask her where her husband is. ay 

t know.” How many men would stay at home, | 





















stay at home ‘not knowing where their wives were ay 
w many would stay there ? ‘They would soon be cli 





ng out. Yes; but the woman endures it all. 


t power of | endurance i is wonderful, and for the sake 





me comes to her a 
_ pono one occasion, ie a woman — 
g guilty 
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of a capital offense, Jesus looked upon that woman. 
They made the charge. He appeared to be writing 
upon the ground. We don’t know what he wrote; 
but by and by, when they urged the matter, he raised 
up and. looked at the men, and said to them: a 
that is without sin, ‘let him cast the first stone.’ 
Jesus knew, and so do we all know, if we know any | ‘ 
thing about it at all, that man is the sinner that must 
deceive and lead astray before the woman can possibly ai ; 
fall. And this idea that a woman will ruin a man is _ 
simply a farce. It commences the other way. It i 
the man that lies to the woman, deceives the woman 
and finally, if she is ruined at all, he ruins her, instead 
| of being her defender, her supporter, her protector, 

Then women are ready to go against their siste: 
who has fallen by the way, who has been deceive 
and who has been ruined ; and they cast her asid 
and have no sympathy for her, no prayers for her 
While there is hardly an old reprobate in this country — 
or in ay, pines country, who, HrOUB he gets as lo 


“Ves, that’s PA you ’re all rahe! ree ne a 
formed.” But leta woman get as low as it is possible 
for a woman to get, and let her go on the platform, 
and how many women will cheer her? How many 


£ 





WOMAN'S PLACE AND POWER. 231 































are willing to take her by the hand, and help her back 
to purity and righteousness? Why not have a little 
more confidence in your own sex? Why not show 
more faith in them? If they have made a mistake in 
life, then why not help them correct that mistake, 
help them back to womanhood and purity? 
Let us hear what Jesus said to this woman: 
«‘ Where are thine accusers?’”’ They couldn’t throw 
a stone. Just as guilty as the woman, you see. 
They couldn’t throw a stone at that poor woman. 
: - He said to the woman: ‘‘Go thy way, and sin no 
more.” He didn’t accuse that poor woman. He 
didn’t reprove her any more. He knew that her 
heart was touched. ‘He knew that she was just as 
ait glad to get rid of her sins as it was possible for him to 
7 be anxious for her to be. The Saviour was ready to 
. help her. Not a word of reproach do we find Jesus 
; Bs : ae uttering under the circumstances. No, my sister. 
‘ Pe You remember how, at the well—at Jacob’s well— 
when Jesus met a certain woman there, he, contrary 
to custom, stopped and talked with her; yes, and 
= asked her for a drink ; and she would not give hima 
drink because he didn’t beleng to her church! There 


is so much of that still. Women are awfully selfish 
ee 





that way. Yes, they are almost as bad as the men are 
when it comes to their church. Well, you are right; 
stick to it, my sister. Iam not going to fight you on 
oe that. We’ll not bother you about that to-day. Only 


lf 
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the peculiar conduct of that woman. You know she 
was there at the well, and Jesus was ‘sitting by the ; 
well, or upon the curb of the well, and the woe , 
came up, and he asked her to give him a drink of 

water. ‘‘Why, you ask drink of me, a Sama itan, 
one that is a Jew! Why, the idea!” Perfectly ieee 
ishing, you see; contrary to the customs of the age. 
Ask drink of her! You see that she at once lecciyie 
ec that she so much needed. What do 
you think it was? She needed instruction n regard 
to her own conduct, and in the conversation f e said to: 
her “(Ge and call thy husband.”” And she said: ay 
have no husband.” ‘You say well, for you have had i 
five husbands, and the man you are now living wit 
is not your husband.’’ So she shad aay married 


she had five living eevee and that the man an 
was living with was not her husband; and don’t yo 
know that she didn "t-get angry at ie for telling he 
that? He told it in such a kind way that it made a 
wonderful impression upon her mind, and she began t 
ask him questions about religion. Instead of becom- 
ing angry, she rushed out to tell her neighbors an 
the people. ‘‘Come, see a man that told me a 
things that ever I did. Is not this the Christ ?’” 
How many of you would like to tell AG to come 
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did? How many of you, now? Nine times out of 





ten they will get angry, and will not come back them- 












selves, instead of bringing somebody else to hear. 
_ One good, straight sermon settles some people very 
easily. Sometimes they don’t wait until I am 
through. They are soon ready to pass out, you 
know; and we, of course, always calculate that, when- 
ever they get their little wagon loaded up, they will 
haul it right out, and make room for somebody else! 


















ished out to tell it, = And how many were saved 
gh the influence or power | of that woman! 
Saved?” Yes, indeed. ‘And so there are those 


By, who have done so much in saving others about. 









; saving their sons, and saving their daughters, 
saving their husbands, and saving themselves. 






Itisa wonderful thing, the great power of woman 
vas) the Coit of her smile ; the power of her 
rsation; the power of her kindness; the power 





her devotion; there is no power like it in the 
to- sel or. in the world to- oes aan we > 





ese is ee ane Oats is ne ee under | 
ow far as 
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woman has the right and privilege to use the power 
. that she has, just that far, my sister, ‘she can accom- : 
4 plish great good for God and humanity. 

Take up, if you will, politics. Has woman a right i 
there? Why not? If she breaks the law, she has to 2 
go to jail as well asa man. I have read in the papers — 
about women being in jail here. Did you read about 

If they break the law, they have to go there. bie : 

a woman has a deed to a piece of property, she has to_ e 
pay taxes as well asa man. And» she is expected to 
obey the law as well asa man. Why ought she no 
“to have the elective franchise as well as a man ray Why 
ought not a woman of intelligence to vote if she wants — 
_to? She doesn’t need to vote if she doesn’t want to 
I don’t vote only when I want to, and you need not 
Why can’t my wife vote with as much intelligence a e 
myself? Hasn’t she good, common sense? I think — a 
she has, and I think my mother would vote just a 
well as anybody that ever lived if she had a chance t 
vote. I believe she would vote right, and I don 
believe you could buy my wife’s vote like you could- 
well, I won’t say mne; but I have known men to be. 
bought. Yes, I have known men’s votes to be- 
bought, but I don’t believe you could buy the vote ° 
a woman that way, with a dollar or, two; it would 
take more. I believe that women would stand up for a 
that which is right; as a rule, they will Women are a 
less given to policy. Occasionally you will find 
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woman that does certain things for policy’s sake, and 
to be in style, and to be in society, but they are very 4 
few and far between; it is hardly worth while to 
bother with them. We are talking about the better 
class of them, and those most intelligent, who would 
be most interested in the welfare of society, and in the 
; protection of their homes and their loved ones. Why 


to have it, so far as the ballot is concerned ? Why 
Ri not give them the right and privilege of preaching, 


cerned? Don’t you know the Church will take 
mney from women just as quickly as it will from 


pray; they expect them to be baptized; they 
iy them to go to church; they expect them to 
-communion ; they expect them to do everything 
t talk for Christ—che very thing they ought to do. 


>, and talk about men running the Church without 
influence | of women; it can’t be done. The 
=rnment can only succeed when women are conse- 
d to the better interests of government, and the 
ch in which we are working to-day. 

~ So we take up the lesson of Martha and Mary. 

sus visited at that little home at Bethany, one of 
most beautiful places, it seems to me, that we read 
) ut i in the Book of God, that home of Lazarus and 
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his two sisters, Martha and Mary. When he paid ~ 
them a visit upon=one occasion, they were evidently 
not looking for him; and when he came I expect that 
Martha was not ready to meet him, the Great Visitor. 
He was an honored guest. I presume Martha didn’t | 
have the sweeping done yet, and the beds were not — 
made yet, and the morning work ‘was not attended to 
properly ; and of course she had on her morning 
dress, and when this Great Teacher came and knocked 
at the door, she ran. Did you ever hear them run E 
_I have heard them run when I was at the door; and 
~ sometimes they run a tell the servant to go and say, 
‘‘Not in this morning.” Did you ever hear that, too? 
-I don’t know that Martha did that, but ‘‘ Martha w: ‘ 
troubled about many things.’”’ So Mary opened the 


ately, and entered into nbniesoatien with ee 
oh! how she enjoyed that visit! She forgot all abo 
the work; she forgot all about how she looked ; 
never made an apology about ‘‘not having time - 
dress up this morning,’ She wanted some- lessons — 
from the Great Teacher, and she sat at his feet, at 
listened and listened. But Martha was getting so 


pretty near dinner time, and hér sister was sit 
there talking. Finally she came around and s 
‘‘ Master, won’t you tell Mary to come and help 
I have so much to do.’’ And Jesus said: ‘‘ Mar 
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Martha, thou art troubled about many things; but 7 
Pe Mary hath chosen that good part which shall never be ae 
f taken away from her.” That is a grand thing, the ; 
one thing needful, which shall never be taken away 
from her. | 

And let me tell you this afternoon, sisters, that the 
_ grandest jewels which you can possibly wear are these 
~ Christian graces which come from receiving the spirit 
of Christ and his blessed teiching. There isn’t any | 
hing grander than that. You may have the finest 
Bee you may have all the most Coan helene 





Fa ith, 


edge, temperance, godliness, kindness, charity, 


a ‘true Kae deca Seba are they? 


love. These Christian graces are the adornments — 
“make up a pure, good, and noble character. 
is ied like them indeed. 


eles aia to me, <cBrother Updike, I am so 
: I ee ae to be thankful for.” “ What 






ee me fo raise. up my Pijidres that they might 
be Christians before I crossed over the river. Last 
d’s day my last child was converted, and now she 


¥ 
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_ stand it. That grand old soul had spoken to me in my | 


that I would live a Christian life; that I would meet 
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is in the kingdom of grace, and now I am ready to gama 
go.” This good old Sister Taylor lying there, being — is 
eaten up alive by that fearful, dreaded disease, cancer, 3: 
felt that joy which this world can not give nor, take am 
away, and left a lesson that is worth everything to the x 
world. You can die happily tf you have lived righteously. e ‘ 
She had lived righteously and she died happily. tt 

I remember, in my boyhood days, when I stood _ 
beside the bed of my Grandmother Lincoln when she . 
was dying. Her lips had spokefi words of encourage. 
ment to me that are to-day doing me good in my 
manhood, and giving me strength to be a protecto: 
and defender, I believe, of the right, so far as I under- 


childhood about being a good, true boy and man, 
en now as I stood, all alone, thirteen years old, 


bupsing upon the stand—old- iene tallow eouala 
burning there—nobody in the room but me—in th 

old-fashoned bed-room—as I stood looking upon that 
one who was breathing heavily the last breath, how 
her words come back to me! How they pierce my e 3% 
heart! As I stood there, I resolved, God help ne ‘ 


this one who had spoken such good words to me in : 
the past, meet her in the better world. 

I wonder if there is one here this afternoon who. 
will have the Lord Jesus Christ for her only hope and: 


, , rae a0 ner 
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Saviour? If there is, while we stand and sing, give 
your heart to God, unreservedly. He is the one who 
has died to save you, and he is ready and willing and 
able to bless you. You can’t keep house right with- 
out Christ. You can’t be a good, true wife without 
Christ. You can’t be a good, true mother without 
Christ. You can’t have a home in heaven without 
Christ. Then will you have Christ this afternoon, or 
will you turn your back on him? Will you have 
Christ this afternoon ? 
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. “Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than al 
the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be cag So! 
turned, and went away in rage.”—JZ/, Kings. v. 12. 













He was called great, an was great, at least with h 
= master. We all like to talk about great men. 
man was great in Oe eyes of his master for certa 


not honorable. He must be honorable ey be great, ¢ 
this man was thus recognized as being of worth, | 
cause he was honorable in his position. And it 1 


with honor, and hus try {3 command at least hee “a 
spect of those whom they have to please. The rine 
of Syria had made Naaman the captain of his hos! 5 Ne 
He had gained a great and good reputation, and v 
find he was honorable with his master. He was als 
‘‘mighty man in valor.”” That was a very good tr 


But with all these things, there is something pitifu 


240 













NAAMAN THE LEPER. 241 


which spoils the whole matter: ‘‘He was a leper.”’ 
That spoils it. 














No, a man may be great in the estimation of some 
: people ; he may be honorable; he may be worthy ; he 
may hold a high position; but he may after all have 
_ something that is causing real sadness of heart—not We 









_ free from trouble. Naaman’s heart ached. His life was “s . 






gris: He would no doubt prefer death sometimes __ 
life, and eae se the sou of a ae death. 


Bipoked: forward to the we when ete i 











{ bid farewell to all his friends and surroundings, 


iS home and his. loved ones, gene go out nom all 


care or escent of fis friends This man, then, AGS, 
















of his leprosy, was a miserable man, for that 
- is a most fearful thing. We don’t know thatiayn quia 
we could describe it so that you could get an idea of — | 
SSH bets a terrible affliction. And Naaman, 
with this fearful disease, was looking for- 
sadly to the time when he should go out to death 
t to be eaten up alive. 
aac light breaks” through the clouds. There 
ed to be in his home a little maid that he had 
captive. — He had | taken her and made her a 
n his home. She seems to have pleased those 
hom she was engaged very much, She seems to. 


i" 
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have filled her place very well, that little Jewish girl. 
She seems to have been such a blessing to that home. . 
Little did Naaman think that that little girl who came | j f 
into his home as a slave would bring to him the greats ve 
est blessing of all his life. We hardly know, some-— | 
times, what there is in store for us. We hardly realize % - 


~ what pines there are awaiting us sometimes. And 4 ; 


aro, . ings: of life until we have known something of th 
darle side of life. When we have known the dark side 
somewhat, we appreciate more fully the bright. | a” Ff 

One day that little girl was thinking sorrowfully of 
the condition of her master, and solemnly weighi 
matter in her mind. She came to the conclusion 
if her master could only go to the prophet of 
the prophet of Samaria, he could be heale 
ask fearful malady. She knew St God. 


and it was because of this: ene thing theta 1 
was enabled to be of more value than all the scholars, 
and all the great and high associates that might have 
surrounded this honorable and noble captain. I 
back of this little girl, and I inquire about her. 
does it happen that she knew so much of God, | 
the prophet of God? I have no doubt that the m« 
had taught that little girl of God, of his wonc 
goodness, of his love, and of his power, and of 
he had carefully protected his peop lens and deli 
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a them under very peculiar circumstances. And now, 
: having this in her mind, having been taught by that 
mother noble principles, having it in her heart to 





















glorify the God of her people, we see her suggesting 
something about the prophet of Israel benefiting her 
master, Naaman, if he would only go and apply to 
him. . 
So she says: ‘‘Would God my lord were with the 
prophet that is in Samaria, for he would recover him 
of his leprosy.” ‘‘ Why, what makes you think so ?” 
the woman might have asked. ‘‘ Do you know of any 
one who has been healed of the leprosy ?”’ ‘‘ Well, I 
can’t think of any, I do n’ t know of any, may then 
the prophet of God in Israel can heal him.’ She 
believed it. She would not let go of the thought that 
could heal him. The woman might have said: 


_ Why, that is a. preposterous tdeaw? That might ie 
Ge been suggested to the mind of this woman, but it 
was n’t. She at once Oe Naaman that the little 


prophet in Samaria he could be healed. And how did 
_ this honorable, this high and great and noble man act 
Pein the matter? Did he cast it aside and say: ‘‘ There 
is nothing in it. It is all foolishness to think about 
Be. down to Samaria and applying to one of those 
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prophet, but none sot them were healed, save Naame 
the Syrian.” This Ra ne ee at .once that 


while there were many, this one, who did not bel 

to Israel, had especial blessing conferred upon him 
being healed by the prophet of God. 4 
And so Naaman might have objected, of co 
This fact that there had been no cures as yet — 
chow could he expect to be cured? But he does 
argue that way. He doesn't look | Een the 
side. He wants a light; he wants a hope. He 
to gain health and life. You know it is said th 
drowning man will catch at a straw, and this tf 
might have said: aes < 
“Tcan but perish if I go— 

I am resolved to try; 
For if I stay away, I know 
I mast forever die.” 

: Now think of it. This man, does n’t argue 
there can’t be anything in it; he does not re 
that it won’t do any good to try. That’s the 
that men will have-to do if they would serve 
They must form the determination to Fase better, 
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to get nearer God, for the nearer we get to God, and 
the more faith we have in God, the happier we are, 
the brighter we are. The nearer we are to that 
which is pure, and holy, and good, and elevating— 
the more earnestly we turn to God—the better it is 
for us. Naaman had faith; and he said it will not mit 
_ do any harm to try. We find him going tothe king, = 
een telling the king all about it. The king doesn’t hae ae 
_ object. He seems to fall in with the idea somehow. 






i: i The king says: ‘‘I will write a good letter of recom- 
ase) 
mendation to introduce you to ass Cnet of nates, ays 













g with you, and you may go down there and pay 


bill, Mbianhy it ray Des, and if what you take o 








2 see Aen Pee eae to start to that ea 
would call him, with about fifty thousand dollars’ 
of presents. Yes, , money is no object at all, if 





ave ity; yEhe! trouble i is, with a great many people 





regard to this matter of salvation, it is too cheap. 
only cost more, - people would be willing to go 






You can get more men to join the Free 






ons to- day, and pay twenty-five dollars to get the 
# eS, thee you can eee to join the Church, where 
And if you go into © 





keep up the dues etter he as in? i gon ’t know bu 


cause it doesn’t cost poeniee to get in. 


» king, and the little girl didn’t say go to the king 


Ah REN Oy oat Wa GBs ap A ee ee ee eee oe cen ene eo 
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Free Masonry, you have to acknowledge God just as 
much as you doif you go into the Church; and the 
man that belongs to the Free Masons, and says he 
does n’t believe the Book, is the biggest hypocrite in 


‘the world, for he has to acknowledge it every time, — K 


and he has to, say, ‘‘T will take that Book as a guide” 
—the Bible. Isn’t it curious that a man will pay his BS 
money to join something else when it won’t cost him : 
anything to start into the Church, and no more to 


get in. I don’t “know but what they would al : 
more use of it after they got in it. Brother Hal 
may be it is too easy for them, and that is the reas 
why some of them are so slow about getting into tl 
Church? It don’t cost them enough to get in, a 
after they get in they don’t stick to it as well, | 


was willing to help ii pay whatever it would be 
Fifty thousand dollars would be nothing! No; not 


That little girl had advised him to go to the proph 
in Samaria—the prophet Elisha; but instead of tha 
you see, he gets it all mixed up. He goes to t 


Ae iP went 
mos 
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Almighty’s plan of salvation all mixed up so they 
do n’t know head nor tail to it—don’t know much 
about it. And hundreds of people, if you ask them 
____ to-day what they believe, could not tell you; and ask 
them what they don’t believe, and they could n’t tell 
you. They couldn’t tell you why they believe what 
they do believe—no foundation for it whatever. 

















Sometimes men refuse to become Christians because 
nat is going in the dark, they say, and they don’t want 
_ to go into anything they can ’t see into before they 






‘in. Yet these very men go and join the Free 
fe asons, 2 ae) go in blind all over! The head 





Oe den Did. you ever os you filensee NG 
u know you go right into it without asking very hs 





about it; and if you. did ask them they would 
dare tell you. After you get the degrees, then 





u find it out. is ae! in the Ons now, about 









ik and all Spon ity eae ae hs reason individ- ¥ 





etimes stand back. They know too much 
! May be people would not join these secret 
if they. knew what they had to do before 
We Stent in. m 
And so we have ‘individuals who, when it comes 







this matter, are very much like this man Naaman. 
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He was going to the king instead of to the prophet. © 
‘Go some place else instead of to the place you were 
told to go. Go to some man to pray us out of our R 
sins and pray us into heaven. No man can pray 
another into heaven. No man can pray another man 
out of wrong into right. No man can pray another 
pace out of one condition into another. No man has 


by their atin Talk to me abcut man Haves it 
in his power to shut the gates of heaven, or the gates 
of knowledge, against any man. They have n’t it ir 
their power. They can’t do it, my friends. Let 


king of Israel. Don’t you Panes he went to 
king with his letter —a sia nice aa his ma 
had fixed up, you know. 







‘“Why, Iam not a rani : 
heal any man of his leprosy.’’ The king of Syria I 


N 





a war on hand. 
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sent down ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces 
of gold, and ten changes of raiment. ‘‘ And he 
brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, Now 
when this letter has come unto thee, behold, I have | 
therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou 
mayest recover him of his leprosy.” That’s the way 


» the letter read. 


God SA ee geld men and women ara to. 


” When the Ae hears of hy he says, “Let : 
come now to aS, and he shall know that there 
And» we see this man going 


; to Aho very sates of the See Then all ‘f 
npany ies ae the door, and a ‘servant ‘is 
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studies—I don’t know just what he was doing. But 
the servant at once tells him that Naaman, his master, 
wants to be healed of his leprosy. And the prophet se 
just turns about and says to him, ‘‘Go and wash in 7 
Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again ton 
thee, and thou shalt be clean.” That is all. And he , 
just turns around to his desk, and keeps on with his 
study, paying no attention whatever, further than that. ; 
wtie gives him the condition, and now let him go and h 


wash seven times in Jordan. 


Syrians. They did hate that river sonar 
the idea of washing in the river to be healed of 
leprosy was so offensive to Naaman that he was « + 
raged at the thought. He had his mind made up that _ 
' the prophet would: do certain things with him—j 
like people are to-day in regard to becoming a ; 
tians. He doubtless had his mind made up that th 
prophet would come out. But he didn’t come. 
Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, oe 
hold, I thought he would surely come out to me, <a: 
stand and call upon the name of the Lord his Go 
and strike his hand over the place, and recover th 
lepens: Runs how ive mind was made uP, Ce 


~e 





ae | 
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& and heal this poor leper. ‘‘Come down just now, O 
a) 

ig God of Israel, come down and heal this leper!” 



















That’s what he thought he would do. But God never 
had anybody do any such a foolish thing yet. Fool- 
ish to think that such a thing as that would have to be 
done in order for one to be healed of leprosy, or sin 
either. God never demanded that a man should make a 
fool of himself to get right. It is to be wise and use 
common sense to get right, and God’s way is always 
right, and it is the common sense way. And if it 
isn’t common sense, it isn’t right; and if it is 
x fight, it’s common sense. God’s way is easy and 
plain. 
Rs G 4o-“The wayfaring man, though a fool, shall not err 
_ therein.” Why is it that people will make up their 
. that they have to have a certain performance go 
around them roe over them, in geder | to get “right 











. 
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good, and then believe that you feel good, in order to 
be saved. That isn’t in the Book, from the first oe 
chapter of Genesis to the last chapter of Revelation. 









And why is it that people will not use their common — 






sense in this matter, when it comes to being healed of 
the fearful disease of sin? bisa is it? 







eae of the remedy, and left him to use it and. Be 
_ healed, or to refuse it and die. That was all. Th 
prophet didn’t run after him and coax him to go a 
dip in the river. ‘‘T told him what to do, and 
his own business. He is a free moral agent, and i 
















wants to be healed, let him accept of the conditio iS 
of the remedy, or let him die.’”” That was all. The 
free moral agency of man is shown here. Naam 











had power to accept of the terms and be healed, or 









to reject the terms and die of his leprosy. 
Finally, while they were riding along, one of 






own servants said to him, ‘‘ My father, if the pro 






+ 


had bid thee do some great thing, wouldst thor 





have done it?” Yes, if he had told you to take sever . 






bottles of cod-liver oil every twenty-four hours 






Six months, you would have done it! -Some peo, 











todo. Like a gentleman ina certain town where 





was holding a meeting. He listened to the plan 





salvation, and said: ‘That looks reasonable and tan 
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‘ble. =I can see through it and understand it. I would 
: like something hard; it’s too easy.” That’s what 
they want—something hard to do, some great thing 
that they can do to show their wonderful faith. Some- 
times people say: ‘‘It’s a good sign if it takes a man 
a long time to get through. He ll stick to it so much 
pete Let him keep at it, and he will stick to it 
_ better when he gets through.”” But my observation 
_ has been that the one who makes the biggest fuss over 
it and is the biggest fool about it, is the one that ae) 






eo na no sense. eri ent pe ee 
way, not look at the matter in a way that’s 

asonable. 

So, at last, we » have this man ‘coming to his rata 

S getting his senses a little now, and he ‘‘comes 















himself. ™ He says: a don’t know; I guess I am 
1g foolishly. I had better try the remedy. I had 
better do that. Ua en says i “Well, come on; I will 
es oy to the river eae T hate to go.’ ‘Some a 









did n't paphar to go. S He on n’t want to go to hee 
river at all. He didn’t want to-go into that water at i) 
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all. It went against his feelings, against his notions, 
against his education, and against his prejudice. But 
the prophet said, ‘‘Go;” and Naaman said, “I'll 
Keegan | wit tell you, ladies and gentlemen, if. you. 
want to “do right, do what God tells you to do, 
whether you feel like it or not. You will then be ; 
right three hundred and sixty-five days in the year; 
atid if you die, you will die right. Don’t be governed — 
__ and’ controlled by your feelings. If you are, you are ; 
going to be governed wrong. If you tell me that you. 
are going to do just as you feel, Iam going to keep 
ey, hands Op my pocket- oak because you sale: fe 


thing of Bae governed by the feelings won’t ie mr 
am getting more and more and more afraid of it. 


imagined people ought to have before they start 
And it has caused people to do mean, low-down — 
things, just by being controlled by their feelin 
Your feelings must not govern you! You must be 
governed by faith and the Word of God. Do what God 
tells you to do, without asking any questions. 
it seems to me, that the feelings will be all right | 
you just go on far enough. 
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expect, ‘‘with a wishful eye ””—wishing that the pro- 
cess were through with. He steps into the river, 
against his will, against his notion, and he gets in far 
enough to dip himself clear under; and he dips once, 
raises up, and looks—a leper still. No cure yet. 
And he dips a second time, and looks; but he is a 
leper still. And he dips a third time, and looks—a 
leper still. He dips a fourth time, and looks—a leper | 
nN still. And the fifth time, and the sixth time. Now, 
. suppose he had said: ‘‘T have dipped six times, andi 
am not getting a bit better. I guess I will get up, is 
Bea go home as quickly as J can, and never tell them ~ 
hat I dipped at all. I’ll not bea fool in this matter.” 
pose he had. He would have taken his leprosy 
ome with him. But the prophet of God had said for 
to wash himself seven times, and so he dipped _ 
‘seventh time, and came up and looked, and 
d! his flesh was ‘‘as the flesh of a pene! 
‘pure, healed, sound, and well—just as he 
-d, and just as the prophet had promised. . 
“© Naaman, how do you feel?” ‘‘ Why, God 
s you, there is no God but the God of Israel 
Happy? Oh, yes. He wants to go back to 
rophet. Mia | must go back and pay him, and 
acting so Hagley ae on he 
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him, and more if he required | it, I presume. e 
prophet of God said: ‘‘As the Lord liveth before 
whom 1 &tand, I will receive none.” ii 


















salvation from sin, through ree Christ, by obedienc 
+o; his holy and divine will. 


* Leprosy i is a type of sin. The old idea is that w . 


little sinner. You need not tell me that infants that 
die without somebody praying for them, or putt 
water oe them, xe go to hell. Do n’t tell me 


ordained the eae uF any iy, the human fam 
Don’t tell me that any one individual, or a numb 
individuals, have been predestined from all eter: 
and before the foundation of the world, to et 
death and pain. Don’t talk about that. Tell - 
that ‘‘hell is lined with infants!” Don’t talk suck 
stuff. There ought to bea hell for any class of peopl 
who will preach such a doctrine. Why, in reas 
ete should aay one Ka charged with being an ing 


of tyrants. You don’t love ‘that kind of a ( 
and neither could I. No priest or preacher ever 
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authority to baptize your departed child in order that 
it might be saved. No; it wasn’t a little sinner. 
it No; it didn’t die a sinner. 

When we stand, as we have before now, beside 
that little bundle of clothes which is kept in the 
bureau drawer, and my wife—God bless her !—is looking 

















at the little shoes and the little dresses of our darling 
boy, it is a great comfort to believe that the child is in 
heaven. And just ask that wife what she will take for . 
- those little shoes. Ah! you can’t buy them. No; 
- there isn’t money enough to buy those little things, 

which we keep carefully to remember our darling by. 

a we look on to another, a better and a brighter 
_ day, through the Christ who has purchased us with 
‘a own ea He Gagne us the way of life and 
He taught us that there is life beyond the 
ea his own resurrection from the dead. 

he himself said: ‘‘Suffer the little children to 


way of life ane salvation has shown us the way to 
zc of our sins, when we have become sinners ; pide 


is Yr a child grows up to Ae EME manhood, and 
its education hears swearing, and then swears itself, 
becomes a sinner by the teaching received. You 
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would never have known what swearing is, neither 
would I, if we had not heard somebody older swear. 
You learned to swear, you learned to lie, you learned — 
to steal, you learned to do everything mean from Be 
somebody else. That’s the way sin goes. Oneismi 
learning it from another. Parents teach the little ‘s a 
children to lie, some Ae them. You know some otf | : 


Why, even inch path ae sometimes lie to the 
children! | They will tell them lies about Santa Claus : 
That story about Santa Claus coming down the ch 
ney and bringing presents is a lie; and yet some « 
the good deacons of the Church will act as Santa on 
sometimes, and thus leave a false impression Uy 
the minds of the children. People sometimes wond 
why their children are not more truthful, and w 
they are not better. It is just simply because 


don’t teach them better. 


Claus story was a lie. _ And don’t you know it made 
me feel miserable ? ‘When I was a good-sized boy . 
_one Christmas eve, I went to bed early. 
believed just as much as I believed aevtbings 
‘Santa Claus would come down the chimney, the 
fashioned fire-place, you_ know, where they had 
big bacialog and a great big fire in the cold w 
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chimney. I thought that I had to be very quiet and 

By. go to sleep before he came. And how hard I worked 

ga", to get asleep! After a while there was a whisper, a 


kind of a low question asked: ‘‘Do you think the 
children are asleep yet?” And so one of the family 




















came across the room and looked carefully into my 
little trundle bed; and I was snoring away! I thought 
: oe _ I must keep my eyes shut and see what would happen 
next! Finally I heard the rattle of the candies and 
the toys, and next morning I was up very early to 
see what I had. What do you think I said the next 
; . day? ‘Mother, I know where they came from!” 
And Santa Claus hasn’t been to see me since. It’s 
all nonsense to talk about it. It doesn’t make the 
4 children any better; and I am afraid it teaches them 
aie. It’s morally wrong. Let us stop it, my 
; - friends. Don't aeach one. chileret, to lie. I pe | 


2 eta ee as a was janie to buy and pay for, and 
(that they shouldn’t be looked down upon by other 
4 children, even if they didn’t have any presents at all. 
When I do get them presents I want them to know 
ere they « came from, and I want them to kiss me 
r them. 

You can’t, my friends, Bach your children to do 
- which is right, and bring them up as you would 
to bring them up, if you do wrong yourself. I 
not ready to say that every boy that is bad was 
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raised that way. I am not ready to say that it is be- 
cause your father and mother didn’t teach you better. ‘a 
They may have taught you better; you may know . 
better; but you are given over to bad habits, or bad an 
oan or surroundings, and consequently to- day it 
you are bad. So you want to attend strictly to your 
business and take care of your children. 
yourself at home and on the street. You are a ie 
that neighbor raise his Oe dnes ent ang each nee iy 


properly.. That is the way to help. If you w " | 
good society, you must raise the children right. nes) 
old farce, you know, that people have taught them 


sy time ear come ay convert ele is at a li 
Why not begin at home? Why not get right do 
‘to common sense in this matter? Why not 7 
society by elevating mankind from childhood? L 
ou children at co and teach them right i 


children Hoke I would not want some peoplege 
teach my children at Sunday-school. I would not 
want them to have the stuff taught them that I h 


/ 


Daa Y 


on rtde ; i ‘iene { ‘ 
WO fiat OR a Ae eM oO hy wi ae eatee \ Fae ae a4 : : 
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but, my friends, I have a good deal of care and 





thought in regard to the influence over my children : 





in schools as well as at home. I would rather keep 





them at home than have some people exerting an 





influence over them. Whenever the Church gets 





right, as it ought to be, the world will have more 
respect for it, The world is ready to accept of the 
_ teachings that make up true manhood, but outside 











of that it is not going to have very much to do with — 


orse, and worse, and worse. By and ne tiie eyes” 


f and white ; and the hairs of the head become 





out; pees the! poor vee ace a dies ae 
Oh, the leprosy of sin! It’s a fearful thing; 
contagious, and it is also ineurable by the power 







self is not willing to give up his sins and get rid | 
them, and get right with God, there is no power 
1 the universe that can cure this disease of sin. You 








to do something yourself. Do n’t fool away time, ‘ i 








dim ; and the eyebrows and the eyelashes become f ‘ t 


and the voice _ becomes very oa and Hs oe 











‘Sin in the heart and mind of man is in We 


Brack so far as men are concerned ; and if the sinner 
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somethin ng that will revolutionize you some way in — 
spite of yourself. No, sir. If a man is a_ swearer, 
and he wants to get right, he must not wait for God 
Almighty to come and shut his mouth—he must — 
simply quit his swearing. If you are a liar, you must 
quit it. If you are wrong any way, you must quit it. oe 
Get right with God and live right, and then all will | 
end right.» Just as sure as God reigns in heaven, if 
you live right here, you will be right hereafter. You — 
will not have much trouble about the next world if 
you are all vight in ane 


aman? And can’t you take a sag upon the sic 
of right, and do the right? If you were to live a 
thousand years, why not make the world better b ; 
being better yourself? That’s the way to make it be 
ter; and if you and I would only do that, the wor 


God Almighty would take care of the world all righ 
if the world would only get right. The world nee 
‘to get right, not God; it’s the world. 


he will bless you. God zs right. Now you get right, 


and he will bless you abundantly. Get the peopl 


thing in the world. It will be a Bienen to yo 
soul, and will give you happiness forevermore. 
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But some say, ‘‘It is all by faith; all you have to 
do is just to believe.’’ ‘‘ Wherefore that we are 
justified by faith only, is a most wholesome doctrine, 
and very full of comfort.” And so a man can do just 
as he pleases, can he? Steal if ke wants to? And 
then if he believes in Christ it is all right? No. That 
is all moonshine. My friends, God Almighty don’t 
- teach such a doctrine in the Book, that all you have to 
_ do to get rid of your sins is simply to believe. No, 
you can’t find such a thing as that in God’s Book! 
No such thing between the lids of the Bible. I will 
read what the Book does say, and then that will settle 
: _ the question. You won’t quarrel with the Book, if 





‘ou believe that. What does James say: “Even | f 
faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.”’ 





es “But wilt thou know, O vain man, that 


upon ie Bp Pe aeend: the scriptire. was eae 
ed which sayeth, Abraham believed God, and it i h <g 
imputed unto him for righteousness, and he was ; 
ed the friend of God. Ye see then how that by ~ 
0 ks a man is justified, and not by faith only.” 
The Word of God says we are not justified by 
th only. Will you believe it? I want you to un- 
tand what the Book says in regard to it. 

s The religion of Jesus is a Yeasonable thing. ‘‘ Pure j 
on and undefiled before God and the Father is = 4 
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this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their ee 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world” (James i. 27). Isn’t that right? Something ¥ 
to de done, and not something to be “ got.” | 7 
We have this man, Naaman: he learned that ie 





something was to be done, and he went right off and oom 
performed it. He believed what the little girl said. 
He had the leprosy, and he knew it. (And so you 

- know -you are a sinner.) He showed his faith by | 
- doing wnat the little girl ees ted. After he went is 


but after he became angry, he repented. I ha 
known people before now, when I have preached t 
Word of God, to get up and run. We have the gc 
pel as a winnowing fan, you know; the chaff is very 
light, and a few hard puffs drive the chaff out, but t 
wheat remains all the time. Naaman told his serva 
that he would go and wash. He first heard the go od 
news. Then he made up his mind that he would ob 


dition. This is the evidence of repentance. No man 
has repented genuinely until he has become wil 
_ to obey the gospel in accordance with God’s co 
mand. vin 
Now the prophet told Naaman to go and dip 
‘self in the Jordan. How many times? Seven times 
Was n’t the water of Abana just as good water ? 
Suppose he had gone there. Would he have b 
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healed? No. Why? Because it wasn’t where he 
was commanded to go. But he does the thing com-— 
manded, and receives the promised blessing, and he 

_ is a happy man, because he has done just what God’s 
prophet told him to do. And now he glorifies God. 
_ He knows it’s all right. 


So will you, my friends, if you will accept of the vie 


: Lord Jesus Christ upon the easy and equitable terms, Me 
of the gospel, believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
1e Great Physician, and obeying him in all that he ih 
“commanded. If you do that you will be saved. 

Ss promised it, and he can not lie. Take him at 

rd, page Ws ee live a iatiaets re and 


” 


Ly ee Epc ich my nae one com- 


nd confessing the Lord Jesus: Christ, who has” 


you with his own life. That is something you 
ae) eprre rate See God ite oe to appreciate 








x J. V. UppikE was born in. Celina, Ohio, January 


. dent Garfield in that he spent some years on the tow- 


called the Williams County Circuit. He had nine 
_ different preaching places in this circuit, and all hi: 






















BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF J. V. UPDIKE, THE 
GREAT EVANGELIST. 


23, 1850. His mother’s name was Lincoln, and he ~ 
bears the full name of his father. He was an onl a 
child, his father dying in October, 1849. He was 
“obliged to commence life for hiinself at the age of ‘ 
twelve years. He followed in the footsteps of Presi 


path of the canal. He made the confession of faith i . 
Christ in the month of March, 1867, in a series. (of 08 ih 
meetings held by a local preacher of the United 
Brethren Church, by the name of Lewis Johnson. Not 
liking the discipline of the United Brethren Church 
he GS to remain with them, but took nec 


(idtdamed Winebrennarians). Six months later ie 
preached his first sermon in a school-house near Celina. 
His first charge was in his twentieth year, and was 





protracted meetings were very successful. He travel 


this circuit two years, usually Se caed four tim 
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each Lord’s Day, and many times through the week. 
Hundreds of people were converted, new churches 
were organized, and houses of worship’ erected. 

_ In 1872 he was appointed to what was called the 
Maumee Mission. Here he took up new points, had 
unusual success in all his meetings, and at the end of» 
the year he had twenty different appointments with 
large” ingatherings. From here he was appointed to 
; ae best circuit in the State, called the Wyandot Cir- 
_ He lived in Upper Sandusky, Ohio, during this 

He had the most wonderfully sucessful meet- i 
ever held in that entire country by any preacher | figy iS 
When the Eldership moved 













y offered objections, but the rule was to change 


rs every three years at most, so he must go. 


Ay 


her in the whole Church at that time, for here is 
he came in contact with U. M. Browder, with 








He contended strenu- 





a ek Be the pitas 
r ‘‘ foot washing’ as an ordinance in the Church, 
1e ‘Lord’s Supper” in the evening; for the 
ner’s bench,” etc., etc. But U. M. Browder suc- 
y explained the teaching of the Word of God, so 
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that the young preacher could not, with any honesty, ys 
meet his scriptural arguments. Yet he would not m 


surrender at that time. He went to work to investi- — 


gate the different positions held by the various religious" 











Then he took up the ‘‘Dunkard theory,” read th 
theology, papers, etc., and came to the conclusion th 












went, debating with and converting the people. 
has held several oral debates with representative m 
always to the entire satisfaction of lovers of the tr 
whether professed Christians or not, a gated 

He was changed from the Findlay station to 
McComb, Ohio, circuit, in the same county. 
moved his family to McComb, ten miles from Fin 
His meetings grew more and more successful. | 
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Christ organized after the primitive order, and now the 
real struggle began. The members of the Church of 
Christ in McComb would always hear him and tell him» | 
he was in the wrong pew. His position in the Church — 
in which he was a member kept him back, for, as he 
ey said, he must treat them honorably. He was maission-— 

i cary collecting agent for Mansfield Mission ; a member 
of the standing committee for the Ohio Eldership— 
= 1S first Se pe the same ; was secretary” of the Min-— 



















ees for the Church Advocate, ee at. a 
arrisburg, Pennsylvania ; took care of churches; dedi 
ted meeting houses; assisted other ministers in 
ordinance meetings; and was a delegate to the 
io Eldership in 1878. In all these offices he was 
ee bose t treated. He has ee had a 









ee Bf the raed more Way and join with 
‘our efforts to unite all God's people MD Ors they 






as a people, and sent them to the Eldership by 
C Skates, and many | feats) were shed Whats the 


the sibied t met in "McComb, Ohio, after a 
1on by O: pe Randall, an invitation was extended, 





aes 4 








to attack any hard place. His most successful m 
ings, up to the Present writing, have been as follow 


Pastor Sims, Ft. Wayne, Indiana. 
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and he and his wife went forward and took the right 
hand of Christian fellowship; and he has never seen 
the day that he regretted the step. He commenced 
preaching there for the church in McComb, and was 
more successful than ever before. 


meetings up to September, 1891; has never held a 
meeting, since he came into the Church of Christ, t 


continued over more than seven Lord’s days. He ha 
rh F - 


never failed yet, and never will, if the Church with wl 
he works will follow his instructions. He is not af, 


East Laeuole Ohio____4 weeks, with 143 additions 


Toledo; Ohio wages eae Bence Cou N TDG Deuba eseye 
Columbus, Onis. eee ued Ee Si 60) PE 
Emporia, Kansas_______ Seis SLO am nme? 
Ft. Wayne, Indiana_____ Air ee cn Wipes ee SG, 
PRauldingOhio wos esos Ste TOON eS 
Ft Scot Kansas2sss os sp we CLO mes 
McPherson, Kansas____- Sienee M222) ) 566 
Springfield, Ohio.______6 “ hn eA See 
Hutchinson, Kansas_____ Suse 5m 8 OG gua Crs 
Wichita, Kansas________ One Les Se 87 eases 
DesMoines, Iowa -______ Gace of UBD Bnet 


In 1870, when twenty years of age, Bro. Up 
was married to Miss Annie E. Houts, a talented | 


unto them—three boys and two girls, One boy 
in childhood. Their older daughter is the wife o 
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Bro. Updike’s preaching is notable for its sim- 
plicity, sincerity, and directness. He is eminently a 
preacher for the masses. He is the very soul of logic 
and powerful reasoning, and yet so clear and simple 
hep are his statements that the ‘‘common peuple hear him 

gladly.” He is emphatically a Bible preacher. His 
sermons are replete with quotations from the Script- 
ures. He says he believes the old Book from back to 
py - back, and he presents its great truths with a positive- 
"3 Ba ness and confidence that can not fail to carry convic- 
His illustrations are drawn largely from his own 
“tic and varied experiences. He has excellent descrip~ 
powers. His addresses often sparkle with irre- — , 
ssible wit. He occasionally introduces pathos, but 
He regards laughter as more. serviceable 
yan tears in pee men to a knowledge of the truth. . 

















He Ai cheenriee rises to the lofti- 









king anecdote. 
eloducnce, He is an exceedingly interesting 
and usually holds his hearers for one hour 
no apparent restlessness on their part. His” 
jes are practical and scriptural. His constant 
is HG Be ae nia before a lost ae dying world, 
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one of his meetings he delivered an address on Lord’s : s 
day afternoon to men only, touching upon various _ Pate ; 
phases of the social evil. In his audience were four — Ne 
young men, college students, who had planned for a_ 
visit that night, for the first time, to a house of ill- q 








Upon counting the money, ae discovered wie : 
-supposed to be the banker’s mistake, and prom 
called his attention to it. The latter replied: ‘ 
meetings here have been worth more than that to 
bank. One man has eae five ae dollars © 





faith in Jesus preparatory to Christian baptism. 
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Personally, Bro. Updike is a genial, good-natured, 
companionable man. He is remarkably free from 
eccentricities—is just a plain, practical, every-day 
man. He has a wonderfully vigorous constitution ; 
weighs about one hundred and sixty pounds, eats 
heartily, sleeps well, and, in short, conducts himself 
as should any well-poised man. He loves children, 
delights. in visiting the poor, speaks to everybody. 
He sincerely hates shams, hypocrisy, and evil in every 
form. 

He is especially severe upon sin in high places. 
Dancing, card playing, theater going, and ail evils of 
like nature, receive terrible blows from this fearless 
man of God. One day, while driving, a friend pointed 
out to him the beautiful residence and lawns of a 
wealthy and popular man, who makes no pretension 
of godliness, and whose family is not noted for the 
purest morals ‘‘ Well, let them enjoy it,’’ said Bro. 
Updike; ‘‘it’s all the heaven they’ll ever get.” 
He has a strong voice, and his enunciation is good. 
It is always a pleasure to listen to him. His voice is 
as clear at the end of a long meeting as at the begin- 
ning. He presents a splendid appearance upon the 
platform. Heat once impresses an audience with the 
fact that he is a man of extraordinary ability, and this, 
too, without any studied effort. He seems absolutely 
free from everything like affectation. He prides him- 


self in being a man in every sense of the word. 
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In conducting revivals his greatest power, next to. i 
his preaching the unadulterated Word, consists, per- 2 
haps, in his generalship. He knows how to runa | 
meeting. He seems to read men and situations at aan 


glance. He is possessed with powerful and nearly 





always correct intuitions. 


But withal ity is Atenas He is cautious ab 
divulging his proposed course in any given meet 
and in this he! shows superior generalship. He 
not be taken unawares. His favorite oe no 
closing his ‘‘ Afterncon Workers’ Meeting”’ : 
out, now, and bring some one to Christ one 
He has a very high appreciation of the necessity a 
power of personal work. Sometimes he remin Site 
pastor and church officers, in a very forcible manner . 
that he is present and conducting a meeting for t 


tents are usually too small to hold the vast assembli 
that always desire to hear him. He seldom 


iy * , Pre 
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for anything. Some of his best meetings have been 

held in the hottest weather, in presidential campaigns, 
and in times when few preachers could be successful. 
_ He has engagements ahead for several years. He 
receives letters almost daily from all over the United 
States, pleading with him for meetings. He is very 
cind and thoughtful about answering letters, and sel- . 
m neglects a correspondent, even though he can 
him no encouragement with reference to his as- 2 f; 
He writes many letters, both with his own 
fi a proxy. His correspondence is too heavy _ 
wn good, but there seems to be no help for it. 
In this sie 










wee be een for such a man! 





ined to enn to a eeu glutted onl tha 
fact oe Be Bible is its own best Pee ena ey st 
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James E. Hawes was born August 18, 1862, in 
Vermillion County, Illinois. His mother’s name w. 


tlers of Illinois, immigrating from Kentucky. W 
Brother Hawes was but seven years of age, he remo 
with his parents to Guernsey County, Ohio, where o: 
a farm he lived and labored like other farmer’s b 
until he was eighteen years old. He had always | : 
a ptidione pupil in the soahes See, and so at t 


continuously for seven years. 
usually clerked in a store at Ada, Ohio. 
tried canvassing for a map, but oreo at the bu i 
only twelve days. He was successful, as he has” 
in nearly. a abe undertakings of ae life, but 


ing children what the maps contained than he 
selling them. ; 





P 1p 
(en oe a. whe we le ee Ae wh Oey! 












PROF. /. E. HAWES. 


Brother Hawes is one of the staunchest of Disciples, 
his associations having been with this religious body 
from his early childhood. His father was an elder in 
the church for years. When but fourteen, Brother 
Hawes made the good confession under the preaching of 
Elder E. J. Gantz, in a meeting held at Harmony, 
Ohio. While this meeting was in progress Elder A. 
B. Williams was called to the assistance of Brother 
Gantz, and it was from him that Brother Hawes gath- 
ered his first impulses to become a singing evangelist. 
He was selected as superintendent of his home Sun- 
day-school when only seventeen years of age, which 
position he filled with much credit. He was always 
‘piously inclined, and in his boyhood days was, on 
account of his religious disposition and singularly 
clerical manner, nicknamed ‘‘The Preacher.’’ Since 
attaining to maturity he has thought quite seriously 
of entering the ministry, and has preached a few times 
with good effect. But the probability is that he will 
devote his life to telling the old, old story in song, 
for which important work he is so eminently well 
qualified. 

Brother Hawes has always been fond of music. He 
inherited an intense liking for it, and in his childhood 
showed a remarkable aptness in song. In the school 
room his teachers often depended on his young voice 
for leadership in their song exercises. When nineteen 


he spent one year in the Ohio Normal University, 
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studying music, both vocal and instrumental, under the 
able Tenens er abrototiy: Jelley. In the spring — i 
of 1887, at the solicitation of Elder Faenson Wilcox, 4 
of Cleveland, and Elder E. W. Lhamon, then of Kenton, — 
Ohio, he engaged himself as singing evangelist to Juan 
V. Updike. Their first work together was at Findlay 
Ohio. pet three years he traveled with the a 


L. O. Emerson, of. yeah In ne spring of hoe ne 
again entered Brother Updike’s employ, beginnir, o 
Emporia, Kan., and has sung for him ever since. 

Both as a vocalist and composer, Brother H 


may be mentioned the songs entitled ‘‘ Where is My iy 
Wandering Child?” and ‘‘ Put Down the Brakes, — 
Brother.”’ He always plays his own accompanimen 
and sings with remarkable distinctness and impressi\ 
ness. He urderstands Brother Updike’s methods an 1 
wishes thoroughly, and never falters in discharging 
duties expected of him. He has been of great ass 
ance to Brother Updike, and Heaven alone can t 
how much his beautiful songs have had to do in m 


PROF. J. E. HAWES. 


Personally, Brother Hawes is an affable, companion- 
able man. He impresses one at once as a refined, 
scholarly and religious gentleman. He seems perfectly 
at home in the most cultivated society. He loves the 
Church and all its work. He, too, is a young man 
yet, and the prayers of thousands ascend in his behalf, 
that he may yet be spared many years to sing the 


gospel into the hearts of the world’s unsaved. 
Kansas City, Mo., Sept. 1, 2891. 











great in itmodiate results as many Von of Mr 
Updike’s meetings, was, everything considered, 
of his most interesting and successful efforts. 


’ 


several leading” ee nee is nee 
sented: 


thirty-six days. All things considered, it was a g 
meeting. There were one hundred and sixty- 
accessions to the church, counting a few who 
not yet been baptized. The meeting closed just 
month too soon. We did our best to keep the e 
gelists longer, but engagements already made _ 
vented them acceding to our desires. 


“‘Never did a meeting open more auspiciously. 
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lovely months in Kansas. But this year we have had 
an almost ceaseless siege of cold, wet weather. Old 
settlers declare that they have never seen it equaled 
in the ‘Sunflower State.’ In some places the roads 
were almost impassable. Rain, rain, rain! We did 
not keep a record, but think that fully twenty-five out 
of the thirty-six were cold, damp, cheerless days. It 
seemed to affect everybody and everything unfavor- 
ably. As aresult, our audiences were not more than 
one-half or two-thirds as large as we had expected. 
«‘But the good work went on surely, if somewhat 
slowly. There were additions every day but two. 
They came steadily, sometimes one, sometimes four, 
five or seven. Nine was the largest number respond- 
ing to one invitation, and twelve the largest in one 
day. Baptisms occurred at almost every service, only 
one day passing for over a month without baptisms. 
Of the whole number accepting the invitation, one 
hundred and thirty made the good confession. The 
majority of the remaining thirty-seven were received 
upon statement. Only a few were ‘saved by letter.’ 
The additions were excellent ones, among them many 
talented young men and young women. Not a few 
were heads of families. Several skeptics were con- 
verted, among them a middle-aged gentleman who 
had not been to church for sixteen years. He came 


‘forward the first time he heard Brother Updike preach, 


and was afterwards, with his wife, baptized. 
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‘‘Concerning Brother Updike, it is needless to 
say much, so often and so favorably has he been — 
‘written up’ by prominent pens. He is a great 
preacher and a greater general. He reads men at aah 
glance. He ‘sizes up the situation’ as if by intui- 
tion. He has a message for dying men, and hastens — 
to deliver it. He says he believes the Old Book 
“from back to back.’ He hates shams and clap- 
trap, and loves God and the truth. He ‘shoo 
at the people, not over their heads. In manner of 
speech he is plain, practical, pointed. He is SO: 
times blunt, always direct. Is remarkably free 
eccentricities, both in public and in private. 
himself in being a man, loves ‘our Mag re ae 


‘the emotions. Is genial, kindly, companionable. 
_ three meals a day, sleeps well, and draws his sal 
whenever he needs it. This is J. V. Updike, 
greatest living revivalist. 

‘‘Prof, J. E. Hawes, the singing evangelist, i 
fine musician, and a scholarly, Christian gentle 


‘brotherhood. This was his first meeting with Brot act: 
Updike for a year, but he was previously with him 
three years. The present arrangement is to be per 


manent. Brother Hawes carries his own prgeus and 
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does all the playing. He was ably supported here by 
a large choir. 

‘Our meetings were held in a large tabernacle 
erected for the purpose. It is eighty-four by ninety- 
six feet in dimension, and seats easily and comfortably 
one thousand and six hundred persons. It is fourteen 
feet at the sides. The roof slopes gradually, with one 
‘hip.’ The plan was to have it waterproof, but a 
serious mistake was made in covering it with a poor 
quality of tar building paper and fastening the same 
in place with flimsy laths. The first windy day played 
havoc with the job, and then the rain came drizzling 
through, creating anything but a favorable impression. 
One rainy Lord’s day morning the audience sat with 
uplifted umbrellas throughout the sermon. This un- 
fortunate circumstance did us incalculable injury-in the 
minds of the people, and, although the roof was re. 
paired, the meeting never recovered from the shock. 
A good quality of tar roofing paper should have been 
used, and this well overlapped and fastened in place 
by four-inch strips. 

‘‘The sects, as usual, were very bitter toward us. 
They joined together in a good ‘old-fashioned Holy 
Ghost revival’ in a large storeroom. They com- 
menced five weeks ahead of us, and ran two days after 
we quit, or about eleven weeks all told. They claim 
over two hundred conversions, but lament the fact that 
less than fifty of the number can be induced to join 
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any church. We may be wrong, but from observation 
taken on the grounds, we opine that the devil h 


all at one service. O religion, what crimes are cor 
“mitted i in thy name! ! Pie 

ens During our meeting the cash collections amoun ec 
“to about three aie dollars. 


to the preliest revival ever held in Emporia. Br 
_ Updike thinks that favorable weather would have 
_ abled us to have gained three hundred. This i 
_we had planned for. But we are grateful as it is. 
‘Lord hath done great things for us, and to him b 
the praise. May he spare Brother Updike many 








SOME OF UPDIKE’S SAYINGS. 


“You can’t shoot a gun off by degrees. Nor can 
you quit sinning by degrees.” 

“Creeds are the curse of the age. Creedism has 
damned more people than the saloon.”’ 

‘‘The devil never attacks a dead church, nor a 
dead man.” 

“One of the evidences of the coming destruction 
is the preaching of smooth things. I’d rather die and 
rot in poverty than to preach simply smooth and 
pleasant things for so many quarters.” 

‘The fellow who thinks that he is so holy that he 
can’t do wrong, needs watching. He is liable to 
tank he’s doing right when he’s doing wrong.” 

‘If there are any good traits about an infidel, he 
gets them from Christianity. I have known bad men 
to be made better by Christianity, but have never 
known a good man to be made better by infidelity. 
I would rather see my daughter marry a drunkard 
than an infidel.” 

‘©We are not to consider ourselves Christians 
simply because we think we are.” 

“The word ‘come’ is the gospel in epitome. *% If 
my memory serves me right, it occurs some four hun- 


dred times in the Bible.” 
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‘TI never talk about ‘worldly Christians.’ Might 
as well talk about a pious devil. 
church members. 










I say worldly : 
One a the curses of the age is i 
worldly church members.” hi 
be SE ye Holy Spirit tells us what to do by words, 

‘by i impressions. I don’t want anything to do with 
_lucinations or dreams, - I go by the Book. I believe 
i old Book from back to back. You can’t kill one of ; 
; ei, meetings by quoting Scripture. I’ll say ‘amen’ ev 
| “time. But when you go to telling dreams, Tl 

fe BR ve had persons talk to me about people iS 
MN crazy over religion. Christianity never made anybo 
cas Paul: tells us to ‘be of a | sound mind, 2 fe 























- to oe at you where some of you are. And it sal 
‘the lowest who kick hardest.” 







pice When you are tempted to ‘swear, just whistle 
BOF say your ABC's. Some fellows get so mad, 


< ever, that they can’t pucker. Then they should 
their A a C’ 's real eee 












be heppy Tt’ S more Christ . 
; Mi “There are some fellows who will go to Y. P 
a Bay church, ' prayer-meetings, etc., regularly, un 
_ they marry the girl they are after, and then it woul 
take a block and tackle to get them out to reli 
services once a week. Some fellows would join the 
church i in order to get a certain girl. Shame 1" 
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“Some people have doubts. It’s their own fault. 
Some people have bed-bugs. It’s their own fault. 
Clean up! It’s just as honorable to have bed-bugs 
as it is to have doubts. Clean up! When I was a 
boy my mother used to come at me with a fine comb. 
I’d kick and squirm. So to-day the infidel kicks’and 
squirms when the preacher comes at him with the 
gospel fine comb. Clean up!” 

«‘Some men’s souls are in their stomachs.”’ 

‘©Some preachers are afraid to say ‘hell.’ They 
think the people won’t allow it! Well, now, they ’ll 
allow me to say it. I’m not afraid to say ‘hell.’ I'll 
say it whenever | want to. I’ve never said ‘burned 
district’ yet.”’ 

“Brother Drummond says love is the greatest 
thing in the world, but I say it is the greatest thing in 
the universe! I amhere to preach the gospel of love.” 

‘The Bible needs no preacher to interpret it. We 
can understand it ourselves if we will study it like we 
do other books, and use our common sense. We 
should always find out, first, who speaks; second, to 
whom spoken; third, for what purpose spoken; fourth, 
under what dispensation spoken. Then we can make 
a right application of the scriptures.” 

‘J would rather be a man than to be the fairest 
angel of heaven.” 

‘The doctrine of original sin as taught by the 
~ creeds is theological nonsense. If a man happens to 
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